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Preached at Pauls before” Þ : 
the Honoutable Lord Major: 
and Aldermen of the Ciry' Wo 
London, Decemb. 17,1654. 

And now enlarged - 


bl 
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: Rom. 14, 12. Every one of Jon : ſoall dior 167 
ronnt of himſelf to God. Be 
John 5. 28, 29. The hour 3s coming. in 
ivbich all that are in the graves ſrall Teal ns: © 
voice, and ſhall come forth : they that have gone 
good to the Reſurrettion of life, and they tharks ve 
aone evil, tothe hrs of PID) IEEE 


A — x 


as 
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Ys JF. tor Nevil Simmons. Booker: 
erin Kedaminſer, 109M. Fo 
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The. niche Honounthle | 
Chriffopher Pack , 
Lord Maior of London wick = 


the Right CEN Alder- 
men. 


— 
ul —_ - F " => \m— 


Right Honorable, " 


> Ein; defired to preach before 
DI you at Pauls, 7 was fain 16 
J preach a Sermon which £” 
Y had preached once before tea” 
” ; poor ignorant Congregation - | 
OO" an the Country, having - 
little leiſure for ftudy in London. 1 was: 
glad to ſee that the more curious ſtomachs of - 1 
the Citizens did not nauſeate our plain” 
Conntry Doitrine, which 1 ſeemed to OR: 
A 3 ...-- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
inthe diligent attention of the greateſt Con- 
gregation that ever 1 ſaw met for ſuch 4 

., work : Byt I little expected that you (hould 
have fo far eſteemed that diſcourſe, as to 
have thourht it meet for the wiew of the 

-World as 1 underſtood by a Meſſage from you, 
deſiring it may be Printed. 1 readily obey 
your will, when it gives me the leaſt intima- 
tion of the will of God. 1ts poſsible ſome 
others may afford it the like favenrable Ac- 
ceptance and entertainment. Iam ſure the ' 

 ſrbjels is as neceſſary as common ;, and the 
Plainnefs makes it the fitter for the igno- 
rant, who are the far greateſt number, and 
have the greateſt need. 1 have added the 9, 
10,11, and 12, Heads or Common places, 
which 1 did net deliver to you for want of 
time; and becauſe the reſt *are too breifly 
tourhed (as:contrived for aw hours work) 
Thawe enlarged theſe; thoweh making them 

þ ſomewhat unſutable ta the reſt, yet ſutable 

- 7#orhe uſe of thoſe they are now intended 

# *. far - The Diredions alſo. in'the end are 

= ; Ugaed ; : p—6 | 
Bleſſed be the Father of | Lights, we 
Ds | | i Bat 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. : 


bath ſet ap ſo many burning and ſhining 


lights in your City, and hath watered you ſa 
plenteouſly with the Rivers of his Santts- 
ary, that you have frequent opportunities for 
the refreſhment of your [onts, to the joy of 
your friends, the grief of your enemies, and 


the glory of that Providence which hath bi- 
therto maintained them, in deſpite of Perſe» 


cution, Hereſies and Hell! It was not alwaies 
ſo in London - 1t is nat ſoin all other pla- 
ces, or famous Cities in the world Nor are 
you ſnre that it will be alway ſo with you. 
It doth me good to remember what bleſſed 


Lights have ſhined amonz you, that now. 


are more gloriouſty ſhining in a higher 


| 


ſphere + Preſton , Sibbes ,  Stough- | 


con, Taylor, Stock, Randal, Gouge, 
Gataker, with multitudes more that are 
zow with Chriſt \ It did me good io read in. 
the Preface to Myr, Gatakers funeral Ser- 


1801, by one of your reverend and faithful EN 

Guides, what 4 namber of ſound and unant- © * 

wous Labourers are yet cloſe at work in. 

that part of Chriſts Vineyard! Andit did me. 

2004 in that ſhort experience and obſeryatl+ 
44 


The Epiſtle Dedicitory, 
(62 while 1was there, to hear and ſee ſo 
much of their Prudence, Unity and Fide- 
lity. ; | | 
< it, it is the Goſpel of Chriſt that is 
Jour Glory : and if London be more hono- 
rablethen other great. and famous Cities of 
the earth, it is the light of Gods face and 
the plenty ans pewer of his ordinances and 
Spirit that doth advance aud honour it... 0 
know then the day of your viſitation ! 
Three things 1 ſhall take leave to pro- 
0u7d to your: Conſideration, which 1 am 
certain God requireth at your hand. The 
 firſtis, that you grow in knowledge, humi- 
tity heaven of, and Unity, according 10 
the bleſſed means that you enjoy. Tn my 
” eyes it is the greateſt ſhame to a people in the 
world, and a fien of barbarouſneſs or block- 
hneſs, mhen:we- cay hear and read what a 
famous, learned powerful Miniſter ſuch 4 
* place, or ſuch aplace had, and yet ſee as 
much ignorance,ungodlineſs unrulineſs and 
ſenſuality as if the Goſpel had ſcarce ever 
been there,  ' 1 hope at ts not thus with you. ;; 
but 1 have ferund it ſo in too many. places of 
| Ws | England, 


The Epiſtle Dediicatory, | 
England. We that never ſaw the faces of 
their Miniſters, but have only read their 
holy Labowrs, have been ready te think, 
Sure there are few. ignorant or ungod- | 
ly ones in ſuch a Congregation ! Sure 
they are apeople rich in Grace, and - 
eminently qualified above their bre- 
thren, who have lived under ſuch Teach- 
in2 as this! Ar leaſt, ſure there can be 
none left that have an enmity to the 
fear of God! But when we have come to 
the Towns where ſuch men ſpent their lives, 
and laid out their labours,we have found ig- 
. norant ſottiſh worldlings, unprofitable or 
giddy unſtable Profeſſors, and ſome haters 
of godlineſs ameng tbem. O what a ſhame 
zs this to them to the eyes of wiſe men! and 
what a confounding aggravation of their ſun 
before God | Thrive therefore and be fruit- 
ful in the Vineyard of the Lord, that it may 
not repent himthat he hath plantcd and wa- 
tered ou, | / 
--The ſeconds this , Improve your intereſt 
tothe utmeſt, for the continuance of a faith- 
fol Miniſtry among you, and whin any pla- 
* ; « CES 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ces are void, do-what you can to get 4 (up- 
ply of the moſt Able men, Your City is the 
Heart of the Nation : you cannot be ſick but 
we ſhall all feelit. If you be infeited with 
falſe Dofrines, the Countreys will ere long 
receive the Contagion. Tou have a very 
great infinence on all the Land, for good or 
evil | And do you think the undermining 
enemies of the Church have not a ſpecial 
. Deſign upon you in this point ? and will not 
promote it as far as i in their power ? 
Conld they but get in Popiſh or Dividing 
Teachers among you, they know how many 
advantages they ſhould gain at once | They 
would have ſome to grieve and trouble your 
_ faithful Guides, 5 2inder them in the work, 
and leſſen that eſtimation which by their U= 
nity they wonld obtain: And every Deceiver 


will hope to catch ſome fiſh, that caſteth his 


Net among ſuch ſtore. We beſeech yok, if , 


there be Learned, Holy, Fudicious menin 
England, that can be had for ſupply on ſuch 
occaſions, let them be yours; that you may 
be fed with the Beſt, and Guided by the Wi- 
feſt, and me may have all recour fe to you for 


advice 3 
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Fhe Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

advice ;, and where there are moſt Oppoſers 
and Seducers, there may be the woſt Power- .. 
ful, Convincing helps, at hand ; Let us 11 
the Country have the honeſt raw young 
Preachers, and ſee that you bawe the chief 
Fathers and Pillars in the Church. IT ſpeak 
it not for your ſakes alone, but becauſe we 
have all Dependance on you. —_ 

The third thing which 1 humbly crave, is 
that you will Know them which Labour * 
among you,and are over youin the Lord, 
and admoniſh you, and to eſteem them 
yery highly in love for their work ſake; -. 
and be at peace among - your ſelves. 
1 Theſ.5.12,13. And that you will inſtead 


. of erteving or rejecting your Guides, Obey 


them that have the Rule over you, 
and ſubmic your ſelves : tor they watch | 
for your (ouls as they that muſt give ac- 
count. that they may do it with joy, and 
not wich grief; 'for that is unprofitable 
for you, Heb. 13. 17. 7." Enconrage 
your Teachers, for their work” is ercat', 
their ſpirits are weak,they arc but frail mens, 
the enemy is more induſtrious azainſt _ 
: then 


C 


 * 


# , _ by thework. The work «, as to Teach the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory? 


F - then any men; and their diſcourggements 
i arc very many, and the difficulties which 
i  #hey muſt encounter are very great. 


Eſpe- 
cially, Obey, ſubmit and encourage them in 


the work of Government and Exerciſe of 


Chriſts Diſcipline, and managing the Keys 
of the Kingdom which he hath put into 
their hand, Do you not perceive what 4 
ſtrait your Teachers are in! The Lord Feſus 
* requireth them to exerciſe his Diſcipline 
faithfully and impartially: He giveth them 
ot empty Titles of Rule, but layes upon 
them the burden of Ruling: It is his work, 


Wt. ' more then their honour that he intends : 


andif they will have the Honor, it waſt be 


ignorant , and convisce the unbelieviag 


i andeainſaying, ſo to admoniſh.the diſorder- 


ly and ſcandalous, and to rejet? and caft 
out of the Communion of the Church the 
Obſtinate and Impenitent ;, and to ſet by the 
Leprous , that they infet# not the reſt z 
and to ſeparate thus the precians from the 
wile by Chriſts Diſcipline, that dividing ſe- 
paration, and ſoul-deftrojing Tranſgreſsi- 
ons 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. . 

ons may be prevented or cured, This work 
Chriſt hath charged upon them, and will 
have it done whoever is azainſt it, If they 
obey him and do it, what ataumult, what 
clamours and diſcontents will they raiſe ! 
How many will be ready to riſe up againft 
them with hatred and ſcorn | though it be 
the undoubted work of Chriſt, which even 
under perſecution was performed by the 
Church-Guides. When they do but keep 4 
ſcandalous untrattable Sinner from the 
Communion of the Church in "the Lords 
Supper, what repinings ddth it raiſe | But, 
alas, this is a ſmall part of the Diſcipline: 
If all the apparently obſtinate and impeni- 


tent were caſt out, what a ſtir would they > 


make! And if Chriſt be not obeyed, what 4 
fir will conſcience make ? And it is not on- 


ly between Chriſt and men, bat between 


men and men, that your Guides are put upoy 
ſtreights. The Separatiſts reproach them 
for ſuffering the Impenitent to continge 
members of their Churches, and make it 
the preteuce of their ſeparation from them ; 
baving little to ſay of any moment againſt 
the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the authorized way of Government ; but 
only againſt our ſlackmeſs in the Executi- 
on. «<Anaif we ſhould ſet to the cloſe Ex- 
erciſc of it, 45. 1s meet, how would City and 
Country ring of it, and what Indignation 
ſhould we taiſe in the multitude againſt us | 
O what need have your Guides of your En- 
couragement and beſt Aſsiſkance in this 
ftreight ! God bath ſet them on a work |« 
ungrateful and diſpleaſing to fleſh and 


blood, that they cannot be faithful in it, but}. x 


twenty to one they will draw a world of Ha- 

tred upoy themſelves, if not mens fiſts about 
their ears. . Feſtred ſores will not be lancht} 
and ſearcht.with caſe : Corrupted members 
,are unwlliing to be cut off, and caft aſiat : 
Eſpecially if any of the great ones fall under 
the cenſure, who ate big in the eyes of the 
.#orld and in their own. And yet our Sove- 
raigen Lord maſt be obeyed ; and his houſe 
.owuſt be ſwept, and the filthcaſt out, by what 
names or Titles ſoewer it be dignified with 
men; He muſt be pleaſed, if all be di|. 
pleaſed by it. Withdraw not your help then 
from this needful work, It is by tht 
| Word, 


"i 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Word,Spirit, and Miniſtery, that Chriſt 
the King of his Church doth Govern it : 
Not ſeparatedly, but joyntly, by all three : 
To diſobey theſe, is to giſobey Chriſt : and 


nf ſwbjection to Chriſt is Eſſenttal to our Chri- 
I ftianity. This well thought on might ao 
2-| much to recover the Unruly that are Reco- 


werable. Tou may conjecture by the flranze 
op poſition that Church-Government meets 
with from all ſorts of carnal and corrupted 
. minds, that there s ſomewhat init that is 
eminently of Ged, T ſhall ſay no more but 
this,that Itisan Able, Judicious, God- 
1y, Faithful Miniſtery, not barely heard 
and. applauded, but humbly and pi- 


ce: ouſly ſubmitted ro, and obeyed in the 

er | Lord, that.muſt be your trueſt preſent - 
hb: glory, and the means of your everlaſt- *: 
2e-F ing Peaceand Joy. . K 
uſt | 


So teftifieth from the Lord, Yoaur ſervant 
#n the faith of Chriſt, 


Rich. Baxter. 


( 
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 Tothe Tenorant or Care- 


leſs Reader, 


#nt it was intended for the ſaving of thy ſoul, by 
0 og thine eyes and awaking thee from thy 
b hs who art now in Reading of it | Be it knot jo 
" thee it is the certain Truth of God, and of high 
" Concerniment to thy ſoul that it treateth of : and 
' therefore requireth thy moſt ſeber Conſideration. 


an S@OACSD SMC c6<&XXxiaoe@r oc. aoc@s cz. 


1 Thou baſt in it (how weakly ſoever it is managed 8 t: 
me by: mc) an advantage put into thy hand from God, a 
©. to help thee in the greateſt workin the world, even ih 6: 
\ "Po prepart for the great approaching fudgement. iſ t: 
In the name of Ged, I require thee, caſt not away iſ i 

... thit advantage: Turn not away thine ears or 


heart from this warning that is ſent te thee mo 


To the Reader. 
the living God | Seeing all the world cannot keep 
thee from judgement, nor ſave thee in fudgement: 
let not all the world be able to keep thee from 4 
ſpeedy and ſerious preparation for it. . Dot pre- 


ſently. leſt God come before thou art ready Doir 
ſeriouſly, leſt the Tempter over-reach thee, and + 


thou ſhonlaſt be. found among the fooliſh ſelf- de- 


ceivers when it i4 tes late to do it better. 1 tn- © 


treat this of thee on the behalf of thy ſoul, and as 
thou tendereſt thy everlaſting Peace with God, 
that thou wouldeſt afferd theſe matter: thy deep= 
eſt Conſideration. Think on them, whethor they 


are not true and weighty : Th.nk of them lying \ 
down and riſing up. And ſeeing this ſmall Book, 


it faln into thy hands,all that I would brg of thee 
concerning it ts that thu wouldft beſtow novo aud 
then an bour to read it and read it to thy famliy or 


friends as well as to thy ſelf; and as you go, 


Conſider what you read, avd Pray the Lord to” 


belp it to thy heart, and to aſſiſt thee in the 
Praftice, that it may mot riſe up in {Judgement 
againſt thee. If than have not leiſure at other, 


take now and then au hour en the Lords dayes, of het 
at night to that purpoſe: and if any paſſage through '* 3 
brevity ( ſpecially neer the beginning) ſeem dark + 


to thee, Read it again, and again, - and. ak the 


help of an Isſtrafter, that thow mayeſt nnder- 


ftand it. May it but =__ thee out of the ſnares 


of : 
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TotheReader. | 

of ſin, and promote the ſaving of thy .Immortal 

font, and thy comfortable appearance at the great 
day of Chriſt, Thave thething which Tintended 

and defired. The Lord epenthy Heart, and ac- 

company his Trath with the Bleſſing of his Spi-- 

rit | Amen. als ou wewnibwranaing 


(1 
ereteadoherecreney | 
IINEY 


SERMO N 
Of Judgement, 


Preached at Pauls _ the Hotiotita- 
.ble Lord Maior and Aldermen. of the 
City of London, Dec. 17. 1654- 


— 


5 Cor. 5. 10, 11. For we muſt all appear be- 
fore the {adg ement ſcat of Chrift, that every otit 
may receive the things done in his body, actords 
ing to thatbe hath done, whether it be godd or bads 
Knowing therefore the terrours of rhe Lord we . " 
x Lrowe men. - 0 


Pres Tis not unlikely, chac P's 
73. of thoſe. witsthat are-raktn 4 
, fnore with things new ener " 
&/7 with things Neceflary,; will-- 
©. 3 marvel that I chooſe: fo coth= 
& mon a ſubject; and' reli me © 
that they. all know: thisalres= 


ay, Bur Ido it ob upott theſe Mya Bo ; 


| 33 

Conſiderations. 1, Becauſe I well know, that 
it is theſe Common Truths that are the great 
and neceſſary things which mens everlaſting 
happineſs or miſery doth. moſt depend upon. 

You may be ignorant of many Controverſies 
| and [Inferiour- points, without the danger of 
your ſouls, but ſo you cannot of cheſe Funda- 
mentals. 2. Becauſe its apparent by the lives 


-*- of men, that few know theſe Common Truths 


ſavingly, that think they know them, 3, Be- 
cauie there are ſeveral degrees of knowing the 
ſame Truths, and the beſt are imperfe& in: de- 
oree,the principal growth in knowledge that we 
ſhould look after, is not t known more raatters 
then we knew before, but tro know that better 
and with a clearer light and firmer appreben- 
fon, which we darkly and ſlightly knew before. 
'You may more ſafely be without avy know- 
ledge at all of many lower Truths, theb with- 
our ſome further degree of the knowledge of 
__ thoſe which you already know. 4. Beſides 


it is known by. ſad Experience, that many*pe-, 


- riſh who know the Truth, for want of the 
_ coalideration of ir.and making uſe of what they 
know, and ſo their knowledge doth but con- 
_ demnthem.' We have as much need therefore 
to reach and . help you to get theſe. Truths 
which you know into your hearts and lives, as 
to tell, 0u more. 5. And indeed, it is the im- 

preſtion 
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preſſion of theſe great and Maſter. Truths, 
wherein the vitals and eſſentials. of Gods 
Image upon the ſoul of man doth confift : And 
it is theſe Truths that are the very Inſtruments 
of the great works that areto be done upon 
the heart by the Sp:rit and our ſelves. In che 
right uſe of theſe it is that the Principal part 
of the skill and holy wiſdom of. a Chriſtian 
doth conſiſt, and in the diligent and conſtant 
uſe of theſe lieth the life and trade of Chriſtia- 
nity. There is nothing amiſsin mens hearts or 
lives, bur it is for want of ſound knowing and 
believing, or well uſing theſe Fundamentals. 
6. And moreover, methinks, in this choice of _.. 
my ſubjeR, I may expe this advantage with 
the Hearers, that 1 may ſpare that labour char 
elſe would be neceſſary for the proof of my_ 
Dodrine : and that I may alſo have eafier ac« 
ceſs to your hearts, and have a fuller ſtroak at 
them, and with leſs reſiſtance. IfI came to tell 
you of any thing not Common, I know not 
how far I might expe@ belief from you. You 
might ſay Theſe things are uncertain to us, or all 
men' are not of this mind.But when every Hearer 
confeſſeth the cruch of my docrine,and no man 
can deny it,wichout denyingChriſtianity ir ſelf, 
I hope I may expe& that your hearts ſhout 
'the ſooner receive the impreſſion of: this Dos 
Arine, and che ſooner yield to the duties-whith _ 

2 2 it 


| (4) 
it direFs you to: and the eaſier let go the 
fins which from ſo certain a Truth ſhall be diſ- 
covered. 

' The words of my text, are the reaſon which 
the Apoſtle giveth both of his perſwading other 
Men tothe fear of God, and hiscare ro approve 
ta God his-own heart and life. They contain 
the Aſfertion and Deſcription of the prear 
| purgpmnnt, and one Uſe which he makes of ir. 

t aſfurech us, that Judged we muſt be, and who 
muſt be ſo Judged,and by whowm,and about what, 
and ox what terms, and to what end. ——- 

The meaning of the words, ſo far asis neceſ- 
 fary, I ſhall give you briefly. ze al, both we 
Apoſtles thac Preach the Goſpel, and you chat 
| hear it, ff, willing or unwilling, there is no 
avoiding it, Appear, ſtand forth or make your 
appearance,and there have your hearts andways 
laid open, and appear as well as we. Before the 
Fadgement ſeat of Chriſt; 5.e. before the Re- 
' deemer of the world, to be Judged by him as 
our Righrful Lord, That every oxe, even of 

- all mankind which are, were,or ſhall be, wichour 
exception 3 ay receive, that is, may receive 
- his ſentence adjudging him to his due; and then 
may receive the execution of the ſentence; and 
may g0 away from the barr with that' Reward 
or Puniſhment that is his due according co the 
- Eawby which be is Judged. The things done oy 
| ">; 


5 
body, that is,the due Reward of the works done -- 


. in his body; or as ſome copies read it,T he things 
proper to the body. i. e. due to the man, even bo- 
dy as well as ſoul. According to what be hath 


done whether it be greed or bad; i.e. This 1s the. 


cauteto be tried and Judged, whether men have 
done well or il}, whiles they were inthe fleſh , 
aud what is due to them according to their 
deeds. Knowing therefore, &c.5.e. Being certain 
therefore that theſe things are ſo, and that ſuch 
- a Terrible Judgement of Chriſt, will come, we 
perſwade men to become Chriſtians, and live as 
ſuch,that they may then ſpeed well,when others 
ſhall be deſtroyed ; or as others, K#owizg zhe 
fear of the Lord, that is the true Religion, we 
per ſwade men. No En 

Def, 1. There will be a Judgement. DoF. 2. 
Chriſt will be the Judge. Dot. 3. All men ſhall 
there appear. Do#. 4. Men ſhall be then 
Judged according to the works that they did in 
thefleſh, whether good or evil. Do&. 5. The 
end of Judgement is,that men may receive their 
final due by Sentence and Execution, Do. 6. 


The knowledge and conſideration ef the terri-. . 


ble Judgement of God, ſhould move us to per- 
ſwade, and men to be perſwaded to carefyll 
preparation. 


I ; 


.. Theordinary method for the handling ofthis xd 


* ſubje& of Judgement ſhould be this. 2: To 
B 4 | thew 


A 
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þ ſhew you what Judgement is in the General, 

> andwhatitdoth contain : and thar is; 1. The 

perſons. 2. Thecauſe, 3. The ARions. 1. The 
. parties are, 1. the Accuſer.' 2. the Defendant. 

| 3. Sometime gs" 4. The Judge. 2. The 

cauſe contains, 4 he Accufacion. 2. The 

””- Defence. 3. Wirh Ds Evidence of both .4. And 

the Merit. The merit of the cauſe is as itagreeth I t 

withthe Law andEquity. 3.The Judicial Aftions 

are, I, IntroduQory. 1.Citation.z2.Compulſion I 1 

if-need be. 3. Appearance of the Accuſed, I 

If, Qfthe Efſence of Judgement, 1.Debateby fl f 

I. the Accufer, 2. Detendanc, called che Diſcep- 

ration of the cauſe. 2, By the Judge. 1: Explo- 

ration. 2: Sentence. 3. To fee to the executi- 

or: But becauſe this Method is !e\s ſuitable ro 

your capacities , and hith fomcthing humane, 

28 I willreduce all 10 thete following heads. 
| 8 "4 iT. I will ſhew what Judgement i iS. 

**:.:2.. Who is the Judge : and why. 
3 Who mui! be Juaged. 
4. Whois tne Acculer, 

| S How the citation, conlirnine ial appear- 

HE ance will bes 

6. What is the Law by which men ſhall be 

judg ed. 

: T. Win twill be the cauſe of the day: whar the 

ES Accuſarion, and what.icuſt be the juni} Defence. 

"Bs Wha: will be ce E+ dence. 


9. What | 


EE LC, 

- 9. What are thoſe frivolous inſufficient ex- 
cuſes by which the unrghceous may think to: . 
eſcape. ;- ? 

10. What will be the ſentence : who ſhall dye, 
and who ſhall /zve ; ane what the Reward and 
Puniſhment 1s, rm 

17. What are the Properties of the Sen- 
tence. | 3H 
12: What and by whom the execution will be. _ 
In theſe particular heads we contain the whole -- 
DoRrine of this Judgement, and in this more 
familiar method ſhall handle ir, 


A EE 


I... Fr R the firft, Judgement, as taken /arge- 

ty, comprehendeth all the forementioned: 
particulars; . As taken more try for the At 
of the Judge, it is-the trial of a Controverted 
caſe. In our caſe note theſe things follow» 


ing. 


Diſcovery to himſelf of what he knows nat al. 
ready + he knows already that all- men are; 
and what they have done: and what 1s: their 


men themſelves che ground of his ſentence;tbat _ © 
ſo his Judgement may attain its end. for:the+ - © 
 gloryfying his grace on the Righteous, wes Mi 


% 


1. Gods Judgement is not intended for any .' *-* 


due: Bur- it is to diſcover to others. and to. © © 


 , 
the convincing the wicked of their fin and de- 
ſert, and to ſhew to all the world the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Judge, and of his Sentence and 
Execution, Row. 3.4, 26. and Rows. 2.2. 

2. It is nota Controverlſie therefore undeci- 
ded in the mind of God, that is there to be deci- 
ded, but onely one that is undecided as to the 
knowledge and mind of creatures. 

3. Yetisnot this Judgement a bare Declara- 
$ion, but 4 Deciſion, and ſo 4 Declaration there-' 
upon: the cauſe will be then putout of contro- 
verſie, and all further expeQation' of Deciſion 
beatanend, and with the juſtified there will 
be no more Accuſation, and with the condemn- 
ed no more hope for ever, | 


WH. TOR the ſecond thing, who ſhall be 

the Judge; Ianſwer, The Judge is God 

bimſelf by feſns Chriſt. | 
I.Principally, God as Creator, 

_ 2. Asalſo, Godas Rededmer, the humane 

pature of Jeſus Chriſt: having a derived ſubor. 

dinate power. God loſt not bis right to his crea- 


- | xurecither by mans fall, or the Redemption by 


Chriſt, but by theſatter hath a new further 
y right : butt is in and by Chriſt that God Judg- 
eth : For as meer (reator of ittuacent man, God 


judgeth. 


| (9) 
judgeth none, but hath committed all judgement 
ro the Son, who hath procured this right by 
the redeeming of fallen man, ohn 5. 22. But 
as the Son only doth itin the neerelt ſenſe, fo 
the Father as Creator doth it remotely and 
principally, 

I. In that the power of the Son is derived 
from the Father, aad ſo-ſtandeth in ſabordina- 
tion to him as Fountain or Efficient, 

2. Inthat the Judgement of the Son (as alſo 
his whole Mediatorfhip) is to bring men to 
God their maker as their ultimate end, and re- 
cover them to him from whom they are faln, 
and fo as a means to that end, the Judgement of 
the Son is ſubordinate to the Father, 

From hence you may ſee theſe following 
Truths worthy your conſideration,  - 

x. That all men are Gods creatures,and none 
are the workmanſhip of themſelves or any 


other ; or elſethe Creator ſhould not Judge | 


them on that right. | 
2. Thar Chriſt dyed for All, and is the Re- 
deemer of the world, and a facrifice for All; or » 
elſe he ſhould nor Judge them on that Right. - 
For he will not Judge wicked men as he will 
do the Devils, as the meer exemies of his Re- 
deemed ones, bur as being themſelves his-ſub» 
jets.in the world, and being bought by-him, 
and therefore become his own, who wg to. 
| ave 
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have glorified him that bought them, 2 Cor.5. 
I4,15.2 Pet.2.1. I Cor.6.19,20. I fohn.2.2. 
Heb.2.9. 1 Tim.2.6.7. 

3. Hence it appeareth that all men were un- 
der ſome Law of grace, and did partake of ſome 
of the Redeemers mercy. Though the Goſpell 
came not to all , yer all had that mercy which 
couldcome from no other: Fountain bur his 
Blood, and which ſhould have brought them 
neerer to Chriſt then they were, (though it 
were not ſufficient to bring them to believe :) 
and which ſhould haveled chem to Repentance. 
Roms 2. 4. For the negleing of which they 
juſtly periſh ; and not weerly for {irining againſt 
the law that was given man 1n innocency : 
Were that ſo, Chriſt would not Judge them as 
Redeemer, and that for the abuſe or not-im. 
provement of his Talents, as he tels us he will 


do, Mat. 25. per totum. 


4. 1f God will be the Judge, then none can 
-exped by any ſhifts or indiret means to ſcape 


| | arthat day. For how ſhould it be? 


7. It is not poſible that any ſhould keep out 


of fght, or hide their finand the evill of their 
ations, and ſo delude the Judge ; God will not 
be mocked now, nor deceived then, Gal. 6. 7. 
they groſſy deceive themſelves that ima- 
gine any ſuch thing : God muſt be Omniſcient 
and-All-ſeeing, or he cannot be God. Should 

| you 
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' you hide your cauſe from menand from Devils, | 
and be ignorant of it your ſelves, yer cannor - 
you hide it from God. Never did there a 
rhought paſs thy heart, or a word paſs thy 
mourch, which God was not acquainted with : 
and as he knows them, ſo doth he obſerve them. 
He is no: as Imperfe&t man, taken up with other 
buſineſs, ſo that he cannot mind A/.. As eaſie is 
it with him to obſerve everyThought,or Word, 
or Action of thine, as if he had but that oxe. 
inthe world to obſerve; and aseafieto obſerve 
each particular ſinner, as if he had not another 
creature to look after in the world. He is a fool 
indeed that thinks now that God takes no no- 
tice of him, Zzek. 8. 12. and 9.9. or, that 
thinketh then to eſcape in the croud : He that 
faund out one Gueſt that hadmor on a wedding 
Garment, ar.22.12. willthen find out every 
unholy ſoul, and give him ſo ſad a falutation 
as ſhall make him ſpeechleſs. Fob 1 1. 11. For he 
knoweth wain man; he ſeeth wickedneſs alſo, and 
will be not confoder it ? . © 5 
2, It is not poſſible that any ſhould ſcapeat 
that Day by anyTricks of wit and falſe Reaſon- 
ing in their own Defence, God knoweth a 
ſound Anſwer from an unſound, and a Truth 
from a Lye. Righteouſneſs may be perverted 
here on earth, by out-witting the Judge, but 
{0 wiltit not bethen; To hope any of this, is | 
to 
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| to hope that God will not be God. It is in 
vain then for the 4xholy man to ſay he is holy , 
or for any ſinner to deny, or excuſe, or extenu- 
ate hisſin; To bring forch the counterfeit of 
any Grace, and plead with God any ſhels of - - 
hypocritical performances,and to think to prove 
a Title to heaven by any thing ſhort of Gods 
Condition, all theſe will be vain attempts. 

3. Andasimpoſlible will it prove by fraud ot 
fattery, by perſwaſion or bribery, or by any 
other means, to 'pervert Juſtice by turning 
the mind of God who is the Judge : fraud and 
flatcery,bribery and importunicy may do-much 
with weak men ; but with God they will do 
nothing. Were he changeable and partial, he 
were not God. | 
| 4: If God be Judge, you may ſee the Ca- 
vils of Infidels are fooliſh, when they ask, How 

long will God be in Trying ——— ſo many 
' perſons, and taking an account of ſo many Words, 
and T houghts and Deeds ? Sure it will be a long 
time, anda difficult work. As if God were as 
- man, that knoweth not things till he ſeek out 
their Evidence by particular ſigns, Let theſe 


| _ 'fools underſtand, if_they have any underſtand- 


- ing, thatthe infinite God can ſhew to every 
man at once, all the thoughts, and words, 


T  andaRtionsthat ever he hath: been guilty of 


And inthe twink of aneye, even at one view, 
can 


| (13) 

can make all the world to ſee their ways and 
their deſervings, Cauſing their Conſciences and 
Memories to preſent them all before them in 
ſuch a ſort as ſhall be equivalent to a verbal 
debate. P/al.50.31,22.he will ſer them in order 
before them, 

5. If Jeſus Chriſt be the Judge, then what a 
comfort mult it needs be to his members, that he 
ſhall be Judge thac loved them to the death,and 
whom they loved above their lives, and he who 
was their Rock of hope and ſtrength, and the 
deſire and delight of their ſouls! | 

6. AndifJeſus Chriſt muſt be the Judge,what 
confuſion will it bring to the faces of his ene- 
mies,and of all chat ſet light by him in the day of 
their viſitation? to ſee Mercy turned againſt 
them, and he that dyed for them, now ready 
to condemn them: and that blood and grace 
which did Aggravate their ſin, to be pleaded 
againſt them, co the increaſe of cheir miſery 3 
how fad will this be ! 

7. If the God of Love,and Grace and Truth, 
be Judge,then no man need to fear any wrong. 
No ſubtilty of the Accuſer, nor darkneſs of 
Evidence : no prejudice or partiality, or what 
ſoever elſe may be imagined, can there appear 
© to the wrong of your cauſe. Ger a good cauſe 
and fear nothing ; andif your cauſe be. bad, 
nothing can deliver you, | 

III. FOR 
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| A 
I1]I. ILJOR che Third Point, Who are they 
. that muſt be judged? | 
e7»ſw. All therational Creatures in this 
lower world. Andic ſeems, Angels alſo, et- 
ther 4//,or ſome : But becauſe their caſe is more 
darkly made known to us, and leſs concerns us, 
we will paſs it by. Every man that hath been 
made or born on earch (except Chriſt, who is 
God and man, and is the Judge ) muſt be | 
judged. If any fooliſh Infidels ſhall ſay, Where | 
ſhall ſo great a namber ſtand ? Ianſwer him, 
Thar he knoweth not the things inviſible ; ei- 
ther che nature of Spirits and ſpiritual bodies, 
nor what place containeth them, or how ;. but 
ealily he may know that he that gave them all 
a being, cati ſuſtain them all, and have room 
for them. all, and can at once diſcloſe the 
thoughts of all, as I ſaid before. | 
.-The firſt in Order to be judged, are, the 
Saints, ar. 25, and then with Chriſt they 
ſhall. judge che reſt of the. World, 1 Coz. 6, 
2,3.notin an cqual authority and commiſsion 
with Chriſt, but as the preſent Approvers of his 
Righteous Judgement, The Princes of theearth 
.. Thaltſtand then before Chriſt, even 8s the Pea- 
Tants; and the honourable as the bale ; zhe _ 
| an 


+ CMS 2: 0 
ind the poor ſhall meer together,and the Lord 
ſhall- jadge them all, Prov. 22.2, No men 
ſhall be excuſed from ſtanding at that Bar, and 
Fiving up. their account, and receiving their 

oom. Learned and unleatned; young and old, 
godly,and ungodly all muſt ſtand chere.I know 

ome have vainly imagined, . that the righteous | 
ſhall not have any of their fits mentioned, but 
their graces and duties only : but they conſider 
not, that things will not chen be tranſacted by 
words as we do now, but by cleer diſcoveries 
by the infinite Light ; and thaz if God ſhould 
not diſcover to them their ſins, he would not 
diſcover the Riches of his Grace in the pardon 
of all rheſe ſins: even then they muſt be hum- 
. bledinthemſelves, that they may be glorified, 
and forever cry, Not unto us Lord, but unto 
thy namebe che glory. 


IV. Fe R the Fourth Particular, Who will - © © 
4 be the Accnſer ? es hn hr 

| Anſs. 1. Satan is called in Scripture the 
Accuſer of the Brethren, Revel, 12. 10. and 
wefindin fob 1. and other places, that now 
. he doth PraRtiſe ic even before God. : and 
therefore we judge it probable chat he will 
uy Burwe would djemwe ef bee. 


hn_—_ — 
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thing that Scripture harch not clearly deter- 
mined. EATS 
2; Conſcience will be an Accufer, though 
eſpecially of che wicked, yer in ſome ſence of 
the righceons : for it will tell the cruth. to all : 

-and-therefore ſo far as men are faulry,-it will | 
rell chem of their faults, The wicked it will 
-#ceuſe of unpardoned fin, and of finunrepent. 
-ed of ; the godly only of fin repented of and 

pardoned. It will be a Glaſs wherein every 
man may ſee rhe face of his hearr and former 
Life; Rom.1.15. oaks 

3. The Judge himſelf will be the Principal 

Aeccuſer; for itis he that is wronged, and he 
that'proſecutes the cauſe, and will do juſtice on 
the wicked : God judgeth even the righteous 
themſelvesto be ſinners, or elſe they could not - 
be pardoned finners. Bur he judgeth the wick- 
ed to be impenitent, unbelieving, unconverced 
ſinners. Remember what I ſaid before, that it 

' isnata verbal accuſation, but an opening of 
thetruch of the cauſe to the view of our ſelves 
and others, thac God will then perform. 

Nor can any think it unworthy of God to be 
mens Accuſer by ſuch a diſcloſure, it being no 
diſhonour to the pureſt lighc co reveal a dung- 
hill, or corhe greateſt Princeto accuſe a Tray- 
tor. Nor is it gnmeec that God ſhould be both 

Axcuſer and Fudge ; ſeeing he is borh Waters 


ord 
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Lord, and perfectly juſt, and ſo far beyond all 
ſuſpicion of Injuſtice. His Law alſo doth virtu- 
ally accuſe, ?oh. 5.45. but of this by ic ſelf. 


2 ——— 


V: Þ O R the Fifth Particular, How will the 
ſenners be called to the Bar ? 

Anſw. God will not land to ſend them a 
Citation, nor require him to make his volun- . 
tary Appearance : but willing or unwilling, he 
will bring them in. | 
| I. Beforecach mans particular Judgement, 

heſendeth Death to call away his ſoul, a ſurly 
Serjeant, that will have no Nay : How dear fo 
ever this world may beto men, and how loch 
ſo ever they are to depart, away they muſt, 
and come before the Lord that made chem ; 
Death will not be bribed. Every man that was 
ſetin the vineyard in the morning of their lives, 
muſt be called out at evening to. Receive-ac* | 
cording to what he hach done: then muſt the 
naked foul alone appear before its Judge and 
be accomptible for all that was done in the box 
dy: and be ſent before till the final judgement 
to remainin happineſs or miſery, till the body 
 beraifed again, and joyned toit. 1nd, 

Inthis appearance of the ſoul before God, it 
ſeemzeth by Scripture, that there is fome Mini- 

; - A ſtry 


Rs , (28 } | 

Airy of Angels; for Zyke 16, 32. it is ſaid that 
the Angels carried Zazarxr, that is, his ſoul, 
into Abrahams boſom. . What local motion 
there is, or ſituation of ſouls, is no fic matter 
for the enquiry of Mortals : and what it is in 
this that the Angels will do, we cantriot clearly 
underſtand as et; but moſt certain it is, thac 
as ſoon as ever the ſoul isout of the body, it 
eomes to its account before the God of Spi- 
Fits. | - 

2. Attheendof the world the bodies of all 
inen (hall be raiſed from the earch, and joyned 
again to their ſouls; and the foul and body 

_ſhall be- judged cotheir endleſs ſtate ; and this i 

' "15the great and general Judgement, where all | 

men ſhall at once appezr. Fhe ſame power of 

God chat made men of noching, will as caſily 
then new-make them by a ReſurreRion ; by 
which he will add much more perfeRion, even 

'to the wicked in their Naturals , which will 
make them capable of the greater miſery ; even 
they ſhall have immortal and incorruptible bo- 
dies, which may be the ſubjeRs- of immorcal | 

woe, 1 Cor.15.53. John 5.28,26: 

_ Of this Reſurrection, and our Appearance at 
Jadgement, -the: Angels will be ſome way the 
Miniſters : as they ſhall come with Chriſt to- 
Judgement ſo they ſhall ſound his Trumper, 

I Theſ.4.16. and hey ſhall gather che wicked 


Aut 
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outof Gods Kingdom ; and they ſhall gather 
the Tares to burn them, atth.13.39,40,41. 


n Win the end of the world the Angels ſhall come 
r if forth and ſever the wicked from among the 
0 WI uſt, and ſhall caſt them into the Furnace of 
: Fire, Mat.1 7.49.39. 
It 
i- MW ——— ———— 

| OR the fixch particular, What: Law #s it 
ul that men ſpall be fudged by ? | 
a Anſw. That which was given them tolive 
ly by : Gods Law isbut rhe ſign of his will, to reach 
Us Wl 5 what [ball be due from ns and to us , before 
al Bf we fell he gave us {ucha Law as was fuitable 
of Woour perfetion ; when we had ſinned and 
ly Wrurned from him, as we ceaſed not to be his 
by reatures, nor he to be our Lord, fo he de- 
el Wſtroyed nothis Law, nor diſcharged or abſol- 
ill Wed us from the duty of our obedience, Bat 
a becauſe we ſtood condemned by that Law, 


and could not be Juſtified by ir, having once 
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ned Deathto us if ever we diſobeyed ; the ſe. 
.cond Law finding us under the Guilt of fin 
againſt rhe firit, doch command us to Repent 
and Believe in Chriſt, and ſo toreturn to God 
by him , and promiſeth us pardon of all our ſins | 
up on that Condition, and alſo if we perſevere, 
everlaſting Glory. So that in Judgement 
though ir muſt be firſt evinced that we are fin- 
ners, and have deſerved Death according to the 
Law of pure nature; yet.that-is not the upſhot 
of the Judgement. For the enquiry will be 
next; whether we have accepted che remedy, 
and ſo obeyed the Law of grace,andperformes 

its Condition for pardon and falvation; and up-j 
on this our Life os Death will depend. Iris 
both theſe Laws that condemn the wicked; but 
it is only the Law of grace that juſtifieth che 
Tighreous. | 
Obj. But bow ſhall Heathens be judged by th 
Law of grace, that never did receive it ? 
Arſw. The expreſs Goſpel ſome of them 
had nor, and therefore ſhall. not dire&Rly be 
Judged by it; but much of the Redeemers mercy 
they did enjoy, which ſhould have led them to 
repent, and ſeck outafter Recovery from ther 
miſery, and to come nearer Chriſt , and for the 
negle& and abuſe of this, they ſhall be judged; 
and not meerly for finning againſt tae Lay 
that was given us in pure innqcency * i; = 
| f 
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cas. 3 
Chriſt as Redeemer ſhall judge them as well as 
others : though they had bur one Talent, yet 
muſt they give an account of rhatto the Re- 
deemer, from whom they receivedit.Burt if ay 
beunſatisfiedin this, letthem remember, thar 
35 God hath left the ſtate of ſuch more dark to 
us, and the terms on which he will judgethem; 
ſo dothit much moreconcern usto look ro the 
terms of our own Judgement. 

Obj. But how ſpall infants be judged by the 
Goſpel, that were ancapable of it ? 

Azxſw. For ought I find in Scripture, they 
ſtand or fall with their parents,and on the fame 
terms ; but I leave each to their own 
thoughts. 


——  —  — — 
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VII. TOR the ſeventh head, zhat will fe 
the cauſe of the day to b enquired af- 
ter ? what the Accuſation,and what the Defence * 
Avuſw. This may be gathered from what was 
laſt faid. The great cauſe of the day will be 
to enquire and determine who ſhall die, and 


cher who ſhall live; who ought to 'go to heaven, 


and who t9 hell for ever, according tothe Law 

by which they muſt then be judged. 
I. Asthereis a twofold Law by which they | 
mult be judged, fo will there then bea two- 
C 4 _ fold 
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_ fold Accufation: The firſt will be, that they 
were finvers, and ſo having violated the Law of 
God,they Deſerve Everlaſting Death, accord. 

ding to that Law : If no defence could be 
= A this one Accuſation would condemn all 
the world , for it is moſt certain that all are 
ſinners, and as certain that all fin deſerveth 
Death. The only defenceagainſt this Accu- 
ſation lyeth in this Plea,Confeſsing the charge, 
we muſt plead that Chriſt hath ſatisfied for ſins, 
and upon that conſideration God hath forgi- 
yen us; and therefore being forgiven, we ought 
not to be puniſhed; To prove this we muſt 
ſhew the pardon under Gods hand in the Goſ- 
pel. Bur becauſe this pardoning AR of the 
Goſpel doth forgive none but thoſe that 
Repent and believe, and foreturn to God, and 

Fo ſincere Obedience for the time to come 

therefore the next Accuſation will be, that we | 

#14 not perform theſe Conditions of forgiveneſs ; 

aud therefore being Unbeltivers, Impenitent and 
Rebel: againſt the Redeemer, we bave no right to 
pardon, but by the ſentence of the Goſpel, are 
* Table to a greater puniſhment far this contempt of 
"(Þrift and Grace. This Accuſation is either 
erue Or falſe : where it is ?rue, God and Con- 
ſcience,who ſpeak the truth,may well be ſaid to 
be the Accuſers: Where it is falſe, it can be 
qnly the work of Satan the malicious "5; 


(23) 
who,as we may ſeein obs caſe, will not ſtick to 
bring a falſe Accuſation, va, 

If any think that the Accuſer will not do fo 
yain a wok, at leaſt they may ſee that porenti= 
ally this is the Accuſation that lyeth againſt us, 
and which we muſt be juſtified againſt, For all 
7»ftification implyeth an Azal or Potential 
Accnſaton. 

He that is truly accuſed of final Impeniten- 
cy, or Unbelief, or Rebellion, hath no other 
Defence to make ; but muſt needs be condem- 


ned. | 

. He that is falſly accuſed of ſuch non-perfor- 
mance of the condition of Grace, muſt deny 
the Accnſation, and plead his own perſonal 
—— as againſt thar Accuſation 
and produce that Faith, Repentance and fin- 
cere Obedience and Perſeverance by which 
he fulfilled chat Condition, and fo is Evange- 
lically Righteous in himſelf, and therefore hath 
part inthe blood of Chriſt, which is inſtead of 
a Legal righteonſueſ5 to him, in all things elſe, 
as having procured him a pardon of all his fin, 
and aright to everlaſting glory. 

And thus we muſt then be Juſtified by 
ChriſtsſatisfaRion only, againſt the accuſati- 
on of being: faxers in: general,and of deſerving 
Gods wrath for the Breach of the Law of 
works ; But we muſt be juſtified by our faith, 

repen” 


= 


IE 24. 
repentance and D_ / balleace it ſelf, 
- againſt che Accuſation of being Impeniten?; 
Unbelievers, and Rebels againſt Chrift , and 
having not performed the Condition of the 
go_m. and ſo having no part in Chriſt and 

is Benefics. 
' * $0 that in Summ you ſee, that the cauſe of 
the day will be co enquire, Whether, being all 
known ſinners, we have accepted of Chriſt up- 
on his terms, and fo haveright in him and his 
benefits, or not ? Whether chey have forſaken 
' this vain world for him,and loved him fo faith- 

fully, that chey have manifeſted it, in parting 
wiech theſe things at his Command ? And this ' 
' isthe meaning of Afar. 25. Where the enqui- | 
ry is madeto be, whether they have fed and vi- 
fited him in his members, or not ? Thar is, 
whether they have ſo far loved him as their 
Redeemer, and God by him, as that they have 


manifeſted this to his members according to ll: 


Opportunity, though it colt them the hazzard 
or loſs of all: Seeing danger, 'and labonr , 
and coſt, are fitter to expreſs love by, | 
then Empty Complements and bare Profeſſi- 
ons, 
Whether it be particularly enquired afrer, 
or only taken for granted that menare foyer, 
and have deſerved Death according to thee 
 Lewof works, and that Chriſt hath ſatisfied 


by 


BE a7 Rh 
by his death, is all one asto the matter in 
hand, ſeeing Gods enquiry is but the Diſcove- 
ry and Conviction of us. But thelaſt Queſtion, 
whick muſt decide the Controverſie, will be, 
whether we have performed the condition of 
the Goſpel ? 


I haveche rather alſo ſaid all this, to ſhew- * 6 


you in what ſenſe theſe words are taken in the 
text, that Every man foall be Fndged according 
to what he hath dexe in the fleſh, whether it be 
goodor bad. Though every man be Judged 
worthy of Death ſor ſinning, yet every man 
ſhall not be Judged zo aye for it: and no man 
ſhall be Judged worthy of Life for his good 
works : It is therefore according to the Goſpel, 
as the rule of judgement, that this is meant. 
/ They that have Repented and believed, and re. 
turned to 2rve, though imperfet? Obedience, 
ſhall be Judged to (everlaſting Life, acconding 
ro theſe works; not becauſe thefe works De- 
ſerve it, but becauſe the free Gift in the Goſpel 
through the blood of Chriſt, doth make theſe - 
things the condition of our poſſeſſing it. * They 
that havelived and dyed Impenitent Unbelie- 
vers and Rebelsagainſt Chriſt , ſhall be judged 
to everlaſting puniſhment, beca»ſe they have 
deſerved it both by their fin in general againft 
the Law, and by theſe ſins in /pecial againſt 
the Goſpel. This is called the Zerit of the 
| Cauſe, 


"00 -. 
Cearſe, that is, what is a mans due according te 
the true meaningof the Law , Though the due 
may be by free gifc. And thus you ſee what will 
bethecauſe of the Day,and the matter to be en- 
quired afrerand decided,as to our Life orDeath. 


V III. $ E next point in our method,is, 
.- 4 to ſhew you, What wllbe the E- 
wvidence of the Cauſe ? | 

Anſw. There is a fivefold Evidence among 
men. 1. When thefa@ is notorious. 2. The 
knowledge of an unſuſpeRed Competent Judg. 
3- Theparties Confeſſion. 4. Witneſs. 5. In- 
{truments and viſible effeRs of the ation. All 
theſe Evidences will be at hand, and any one of 
them ſufficient for the conviction of the guilty 

 perſonatthatday. | 
1. Asthe ſinsof a// mex , ſo the Iwpemitency 
and Rebellion of the wicked was notorious, or 
at leaſt will be then. For though ſome play the 
Hypocrites, and hide the matter from the world 
and themſelves, yet God ſhall open their hearts 
and former lives to themſelves,and to the view 
of all the world. He ſhall fer their ſins in order 
before them ſo, that it ſhall be utterly in vain 
to deny or excuſe them. 1fany men will then 
think to make their cauſe as good to God as 
they can now dotous, thatare not able pers 
| | Tae 


(27) 
their bearts,they will be foully miſtaken. Now 
they can ſay they have as good hearts as the 
beſt: then God will bring them out in the light, 
and ſhew them to themſelves and all the world, 
whether they were good or bad.Now they wilt 
face us down that they do truly Repent, and 
they obey God as well as they can , but God 
that knoweth theDeceivers,will then undeceive 
them. Wecanaot now make men acquainted 
with their own unſanQiified hearts, nor con- 
yincethemthat have not trueFaith, Repentance 
. or Obedience; butGod will convince them of it; 
They can find (hifts and falſe anſwers to put off 
a Mimſter with ; but God will not ſo be ſhifted 
off, Let #s preach ag plainly to them as we can, 
and do all chat ever we areable to acquainc 
them with the impenicency and unholineſs of 
their own heart,and the neceſity ofa new heart 
and life, yet we cannot do it;but they will Be- 
heve whether we will or not, that the old hegre 
will ſerve the turn ? But how eaſily will G4 
make them know the contrary ? ze plead with 
them in the dark , for chough we have the can» 
, dleofcheGoſpetin our hands when we come to 
/ ſhewthem their corruption, yet they ſhut their 
eyes, and are wilfully blind ; But God will opeg 
their eyes whether they will or not, not by boly 
Hluminatiox,but by forced convittios; and then 
bewill plead with them as in the open Mgr 
ere 


V 


" 8/ | 
bire thy own anholy ſoul , canſt thou now ſay thou 
didft love me above all ? canſft thou deny but thou 

aiaſt love this world before me?and ſerve thy fleſh 
and luſts, thoagh 1 told thee if thou diaſt ſo thou 
ſhouldſft dye? Look upon thy own heart now,and ſee 
whether it be an holy or an unholy heart;a ſpiritn- 
all or a fleſhly heart, a heavenly or an earthly 
beart ? Look now upon all the conrſe of thy life, 
and ſee whether thom didſt live to me, or to the 
world and thy fleſh ? Oh how eaſily will God 
convince men . then of the very fins of 
their choughts, and in their ſecret Cloſes, 
when they thought that no witneſs could have 
diſcloſed them ! Therefore its faid that the 
Books {hall be opened,and the dead Judged our 
of the books, Revel.20.12. Dan.7.10. 
. The ſecond Evidence will be the kyowledge of 
the 7ndge.If the iuner would not be convinced , 
yet it is ſufficient that the Z4dge knoweth the 
Cauſe; God needeth no furcher witneſs ; he 
. ſawthee committing adultery in fecret, lying, 
| Realing forſwearing in ſecret. If thou do not 
know thy own heart to be unkoly, it is enough 
that God knowethit. If you have the face to 
ſay, Lord,when did we ſee thee hungry ?8&c. Mat. 
25. 44. yet God wilt make good the charge 
againſt chee, and there needeth no more Teſti- 
mony then his own. Can fooliſh ſinners think 
$0 lie hid or eſcape at that day,that will now fin 
| wilfnlly 


| (29) | 
wilfully before their Fudge ? that know every 
day that their 7»dge 1s /cokivg on them: while 
they forget him, and give up themſelves tothe 
world, and yet go on even under his eye, as if 
tO his face they dared him to puniſh them ? 

3. The third Evidence will be, the fiuners 
Confeſſion. God will force their own Conſci- 
ences co witneſs againſt them, and their own 
rongues to confels the Accuſation. If they 
do ar firſt excuſe it, he will leave them ſpeech- 
leſs, yea and condemning themſelves before 
they have done. 

Oh what a difference between their lan- 
Suage now and then ! Now we cannot rell 
them of their ſin and miſery,but they either tell 
us of our own faults, or bid us look to our 
ſelves, or deny or excuſe their fault, or make 
light of it: bur zthex their own tongues ſhall 
confeſs them, and cry out of the wilful folly 
that they committed, and lay a heavier charge 
upon them then we can now do. Now if we 
tell them that weareafraid they are unrege- 
nerate, and leaſt their hearts are not truly 
ſet upon God; they will tell us they hopeto. 
be ſaved with ſuch hearts as they have : But 
then, Oh how they will confeſs the folly and 
falſeneſs of their own hearts ! You may ſee a 
little of their caſe even in deſpairing ſinners on 
earth, how far theey are from denying or excu- 


ſing 
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fing their ſins. 7»das crycsout, 7 bave fred i 
betraying Innocent blood, Mat. 2.7.4. out of 
cheir own mouth ſhall they be Judged. That 
very tongue that now excuſeth their ſin, will in 

their rorments be their great Accuſer. For 

God will have ic ſo to be. ———_ 

4. The fourth Evidence will be the wit; 
of others. Oh how many thouſand witaneſles 
might there be produced, were there need to 
convince the guilty ſoul at that day ! 

I. All the Miniſters of Chriſt that ever 
preached to them, or warned them, will be 
ſufficient witneſſes againſt chem : we mwſt need: 
teſtifie that we preached to them che truth of 
the Goſpel, and they would not believe it. 
We preached to them the goodneſs of God, 
yet they ſet not their hearts upon him : we 
ſhewed them their ſin,aud they were not hum. iſ 
bled. Werold chem of the danger ofan unrege-W; 
nerate ſtate,and they did not regard us : we ac 
quainted them with the Abſolute Neceſsity of 
holineſs, but they made light of all: We let 
them know the deceirfulneſs of cheir hearts, 
and the need ofa cloſe and faithful examinati- 
on, bur they would not beſtow an hour in ſuch 
a work ; nor ſcarce once be afraid of being 
miſtaken and miſcarrying, Weletthem know 
the vanity of this world, and. yer. they would 

. not forlake it no nor for Chrift and he = 
| Q 
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of glory; we told them iofthe'everlaſting felicit * 
ey they-Mmight- arcaih, but they, would: not. ſet 
themſelves ro ferk it. + os gh 
What we ſhalthinkof it then,the Lord knows, 
bur ſurely it ſeemerh-ow-to usa-matier.of very 
fad conſideration, that we muſt be. brought in 
as witneſles againſtithe fouls of ogr neighbours 
and-friends in thefleſh.'. Thoſeyhom, we now - 
unfeignedly love, and would do any thing that 
we were able to-do-for their, good, whole wel- 
fare is dearer to us then all-worldly enjoyments; 
Alas, that we muſh. be forced. ro -zeſtifie. to 
their faces for theijr.condemnation,l, Ah Lord, 
with what a heart:rauſt a poor Miniſter, ſiudy, 
when; he con6dereth -tþis; that ali, che words 
that he is ſtudying.muſt- be brought in for-a 
witneſs againſt many of his hearers-!- with what 
an heart-muſt a Myniſter-Preach, when he re- 


membreth that alk the words zhgthe.is ſpeak- 


ing,muſt condemn. many, if not-moſt of his 
bearers ? Do we deſire this ſad fruirof our La- 
bours ? No , we may ſay with theProphet, fer. 
17.16, 1 have not: defired the woful day, then 
kwoweſt ; No, if wedeliredir,, we would oot-do 
ſo. much to prevent it : we wouldings ſtudy, 
and preach, and-pray; and intreat men; that if 
it were poſſible we might not be put on. ſych-a 
tak, And doubtleſs. it; ſhquld raake every ho- 
acl Miniſter tady batd,and pray--bard..and 

4 D increat 


neſt with menin ſeaſon andonr of ſeafon, thar 


* Saints ſhall Judge-the world, 1 Cor. 6. 2, 3. 


| you will nor'prevent it, blame not us, but your 


032) 


Intreat hard; andfiop low to men; and be ear: 


if it ay be, they may not. be the condemnery 
of their peoples ſouls. But if men will not 
hear, and there be no remedy,who can helpr it? 
Chriſt himſelf came not into the world to con- 
demn -men, bur to fave rhem, and yet he will 
condemn! thoſe that will not yield to his ſaving 
work : God takes no pleaſuren the death of a 
ſinner, but rather thathe repenr,and return,and 
live, Ezek;18.23,32. and yet he will rejoyce 
ovet thoſe todothem hurt, 'and deſtroy chem 
that 'will not return, Det.28.63. And if we 
muſt be put on ſuch a work; he will make vs 
like-minded.” The Holy Ghoſt tels us, that the 
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and if they-muſt Judge, they will Judge as God 
Judgeth ; you cariniot blame us for it ſinners: 
we now'wurn you-of ir before hand, and it 


felves.' ' Alas! we are notiour own Maſters. 
As'we now ſpeak not to you in our own names, 
Tſothen we may not do what weliſt our ſelves, 
'or if we might, our wills will'be as Gods will 
-God will make us Judge you, and -witneh 
-againſt you ; Can we abſolve you, when the 
'zighteous God will condemn-you ? when Gol 
$ againſt you, whoſe ſidewould you have 

*þe of? We muſt beeither againſt God or ou 


(33) 
And can you think that we ſhould be for any 
one againſt our. Maker and Redeemer. ? We 
muſt cither condemn the Sentence of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or condemn you : and is not there 
more reaſon to condemn you then him ? can we 
have any mercy on you, when'he that made 
you will not fave you, and he that formed you, 
will ſhew you no mercy ? 1/4-27.-11.yea when 
he thatdyed for you, will condemn you, ſhall 
we be more merciful then God ? But alas ! if 
we ſhould be ſo fooliſh and unjuſt, what good 
would it do you? If we would be falſe witneſſes 
and partial Judges, it would not fave you ; we 
arenot Juſtifted if we abſolve our ſelves, 1 Cor. 
4. 4 how unable then ſhall we be againſt Gods 
Sentence to juſtifie you 2 if all the world 
ſhould fay, you were holy and penitent, when 
God knows you were unholy and impe- 
nitent, it will do you no good. You pray 

' every day that hz: will may be done, and it will 
be done : It will be done «ps you, becauſe it 
was not done by, you. What would you have 
*« ſay, if God ask us, Did you tell this ſinner of 
the need of Chriſt, of the glory of the world to 
come; aud the vanity of ths ? Should we lye,atid 

ſay we did not ? what ſhould we ſay if heask 
us, Did not you tell them the miſery of their natu« 
ral ſtate ; and what wonld become of them if they 
were wt made new 2 Would you have us.lye 
. , "” CD OY ns. D 2 CO OL ONTO 7 I ro 
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to God,and fay wedid not ? Why,if we 4:4 ner, 
your blood will be required at our hands, 
Exekicl 33.6. and 3.18. and would you have 


us bring your blood upon our own heads by | 


alye? Yea, and to do you no Sood, when we 
know that lyes will not prevail-with God ? No, 
no, ſinners ; we muſtunavoidably teſtifye to 


the confuſion of your faces; if God ask us, we Þ 
muſt bear witneſs againſt you and ſay, Lord, 
we d:d what we coulda according to our weak abi- | 


tities, to reclaim them : Indeed var own thoughts 
_ comlonng things were fo low, and our 
hearts ſo dull, that we mnſt confeſs we did 
wt follow them ſo cloſe, nor ſpeak. ſo earneſtly 
gs we ſhould have done : we. did not cry fo 
loyd, or lift up our voice as a Trumpet to 


awaken, them ( Ia. 58.1, ) we confeſs we did 


wot ſpeak. to them with ſuch melting compaſ- 
fieu, and with ſuch ſtreams of tears beſeech 
them to regard, as a matter of ſuch great 
 Fompernment ſhould bave' bret ſpoken with ; 


we did not fall on our knees'ro them, and fo / 
earneſtly beg of them for the Loris ſake, to have | 


mercy upon their own ſouls, as we ſhonld have 
_ done, But yet we told them the Meſſage of Goa ; 
_ ana we ftudyed to ſpeak it to them 4s plainly ard 
W amhn gp. orig any Fain we would hav: 

Fonvinced them of thety fin and miſery, but wt 


_y 


$63:1d not: fain we would have drawn them to th: 
_ admiration 
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admiration of Chriſt , but they made light of it, 
Mat. 22. 5, We would fain have brought theth 
to the contempt of this vain world, and to ſet theay 
n##d on the world to come , but we conld nets 
Some compaſrion thou knoweſt Lord we had to 
their ſouls , many a weeping or groaning hour We 
have hadin ſecret; berauſe they would not hed? 
and obey ; and ſome ſad complaints we have ma 
over them in pulickh, : We told them that they 
muſt ſportly aye and come to 7 udgement 6 and 
that this world 'wonld decetve them, and leave 
them in the duſt : .we told them that the time was 
at. hand when nothing bat Chriſt would do thent 
good, and nothing but the favour of God would be 
ſufficient for their happineſs : but we could never 
get thens to lay it to rart. Many a time did we 1ns 
treat them to think ſoberly of this life,aud the life 
to come, and to compare them together with the 
Faith of Chriſtians and the reaſon of men : but 
t hey would not do it : many 4 time did we intreat 
= them but to take now and then an hour in ſecvet to 
conſider who made them, andfor what he had 
| made them, and why they were ſent into this world 
and what their buſineſs here 15: and whether they 
are going, and how it will go with thews at thiir 
later end: But we conld never get moſ? of theris 
to ſpend one hour in ſerions thoughts of theſe 
weighty matters. Jany a time aid wt intveat 
them ta tr p whether they were Regenerate or Riot * 
| D3 g whether 


| (36) 
whether Chriſt und his Spirit were in them, or 
»ot ? Whether their" fouls were brought back to 
God by Sanftification*? butthey wonld nt try : 
We ara beſeech them to make ſurr- work and not 
leave ſuch a matter as everlaſting Foy or Tor- 
ment to a bold and mad adventure butiwe coxld 
at prevail.We intreated them to lay all other bu- 
Prefſes afide a little while inthe world, and to 
enguire by the direftion of the word 'of God, what 
would become of them ix the world tacome ; and 
zo Fudge themſelves before God came to Fudge 
them, ſeeing they had the Law andrule of 7udpe- 
ent before them ; but their minds were blinaed 
and their hearts were bardued; and the profit and 
pleaſure, and honour of this world did either ſtop 
their ears , - or quickly ſteal away their hearts, ſo 
that we could xever get them to a ſober confide- 
2ation, nor ever win their hearts to God. pet 
- This will be the witneſs that many a hundred 
Mriſters of the Goſpel muſt' give in againſt 
the ſouls of ther people at tharday. Alas, 
Ehat ever you ſhould caſt this upon us! For 
rtheLords fake 'Sirs, pitty your poor Teachers 
if you 'pitty not your ſelves. . We: hadrather 
g0 2 1000. miles' for you; "we had rather be 
ſcorned and abufed for yonr fakes: we'had 
rather lay our hands under yonr feet, and be 
feech you onour knees with tears, were we 
able, chen be put on ſuch a workas this# -1t 
| is 
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is 59% that will doitif it be done; We had ta: 
ther follow you from houſe to houſe , and 
teach and exhort you, if you will bur hear us; 


| andaccept of ourexhortation. Your ſoulsare 
. pretious inour eyes; for we know they were ſo 


inthe eyes of Chriſt, and therefore we are loth 
to ſee this day ; we were once inyour caſe, and 
therefore.know what it isto be blind; and care- 
leſs,and carnal as you are, and therefore would 
fain obtain your Deliverance. But if you w#/f 
not hear, but we 2»ft accuſe you, and we maſt 
condemn you; The Lord Judge between you & 
us. For we cari witneſs that it was full ſore 
againſt our wills. We have been faulty indeed in. 
doing no more for you; and not following you 
with reſtleſs Importunity: (theGood Lord for- 
pive us; ) bur yet we have'not betrayed you by 
llence. | £ 


- (38), 
 forgeditoteſtifie,, | Lord ;we would fain have 
frawn 5"h.4 with.us to hear: che-ward and tÞ 
rga A aad co-pray.intheir- families, and 20 
 Hapdih e che holy day, and take ſuch happy:Op- 
partunities for 1 ic ſouls ;.Byt, we could -not 
gerichem. rot; we did 1n our” places what-we 
quereable to give chem the.example: of /a God- 
\Cb bnverſarion, and they.did. bur :deride us; 
SF were: .readier to mark every ſlip of our lives 
to obſerve all our Infirmities,and catchat 
any. Accyfation thar was, againſt us ,. then to 
5-6 1SAN AT 7; a of haly obedience,or care 
for. our everſalting peace ; ] The Lord knows 
it 154; malt beavy oo ro. conſider now, that 
, poor neighbours muſt be fainco come in againſt 
thoſe they loyeſo dearly,and by their Teſtimo- 
.ny'to Judge them to'perdicion. Oh heavy caſc 
to-think of,chat a maſter muſt witneſs againſt 
this own ſervant-! ! Yea a husband againſt his 
-own wife; and a wite againſt her husband.; yea 
arcnts againſt their, own children, and fay- ; 
"FF ord, | taught them thy word but they would 
_noLlearn;., I told them what would come ont, 
af, they returned not to thee ;; I brought them 
vi9. Sermons ,. fad I prayed. with, them and 
Fs them... : 1. frequently minded. them. . of 
ele, K erlatling. things ;.and of this dreadfull 
þ yeh chey now: ©. Bur: yourhful luſts 
My, [4 MPIAFIOOs of ts EW ou he ay 
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led them away, and I could never getthem 
throughly and foundly :ro-lay 1t ro their 
hearts: Oh you that are parents, and friends, 
and -neighbours , in the fear of God beſtir you 
now that you-may not be put to this at that day 
of Judgement. Oh give them no reſt,takeng nay 
of them rill you have perſwaved their hearts 
from this world to God, left you be put tobe 
their condemners : It muſt be ow that you 
mult prevent it; or elſe never ; vow while-you 
are with them, while you arid they are inthe 
fleſh together, which will be buca little while : 
Can you but-now prevail with them, all will be 
well, and you may meet them Joytully before 
the Lord... = en epmnyett xef _ 

- 3. Another witneſs that will teſtifie againk 
the ungodly at that day, will be cheirfinful com- 


- panions? thoſe that drew them'into 11n,or were 


drawn by them, or joyned withthem init, Oh 
little do poor drunkards think , when they fit 
merrily in an Ale-houſe, that one of them mult 
bear witneſs. againſt another and condemn 
one another : - If they thought of this,, me 
thinks ic ſhould make them have leſs deiighr 
in that company : Thoſe that now -;joyn 
with you in wickedneſs, ſhall chen be forced to 
witneſs, | I confeſs Lord,I did hear him ſwear 


-and curſe; 'Lheard him deride thoſe that feared 


the Lord, and make a jeſt ofa holy life : Lfaw 


himin the Ale-houſe when he ſhould be hear- 


ing 


ST... 
ing the Word of God, or reading, of calling 
pon God, and preparing for this day : I joyn- 
elwith bim-in fleſhly delights, in abuſing thy 
creature and our own bodies. -| Sinners, look 
your companions in the face the next time you 
are with them, and remember this that I now 
fay ; that thoſe men ſhall give in Evidence 
againſt you, that now are your affociates inall 

ur mirth , Little thinketh the fornicator and 

| wanton; that their ſinful mates muſt 

| then bear witneſs ofthat which they thought 
_ the dark had coneealed, and tell their ſhame 
before all the world. But this' muſt be the 
fruit of fin. Its meet that they who encouraged 
one another in ſin, ſhould condemn one ano- 
ther for it, And marvail not at it, for they 
ſhall be forced to it whether they will or no ; 
Light'will not then; be hid : They may think 
to have ſome eaſe to-their conſciences,by accu- 
| ſing and condemning others. When Adam 
is queſtioned for his ſa, he preſently accuſeth 
the woman, Gez:; 3. 12. when 7ndas his con- 
ſcience was awakened, he runs tothe Phariſees 
with the money that drew him-to it, and they 
caſtiit back in his own face; Seerhonto it, what 
3s that to us ? Mat. 27. 45,6. Ob the cold 
comfort that ſinners will have ac_'that day! 
and the lictle pleaſure that they will findin re 
membriog their evil waies ! Now when a for- 

Ax -'. Nicator 
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nicator or a worldling, -or a merry voluptuods 
man is grown old , and cannot a& all his fin 
again , he takes pleaſure. in remembring and 
telling others of his former folly; what he 
once was, and what he did, and the merry 
hours that he had; but chez when: ſinners are 
cometo themſelvesa little more, they willre- 
member and tell one another of theſe things 
with another heart» Oh that they did but 
know now how theſe things will then affe&R 
them ! Ae | ge 

4. Another witneſs that will then riſe up 
againſt them, will be the very Devils that 
rempted them - They thatdid purpoſely draw 
them to fin, that they might draw them to 
Torment for ſin + They can witneſs that- you 
harkened to their- Temptations-, 'when you 
would: not harken to Gods Exhortations; 
They can witneſs that you obeyed them in 


working Iniquity. But becauſe you - may 


think the Accuſers Teſtimony is not to- be 
taken , I willnot ſtand on this. Thoughir 
is'not nothing where God knoweth ic to be 
rue. "7 Co: "Bog 
5. The very Angels of God alſo may be 
witneſſes againſt the wicked, Therefore are we 
ddvifed-in Scripture , not to fin beforethem , 
Ecel. 5.6.” 1 Cor. 11, 10, '1 Tim. 5.21. I 
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can; teſtifie that they would have been mini 
firing Spirits for their good , 'wheo the wicked 
'rather choſe to be ſlaves: to the Spirit of 
 malitiouſneſs... ' The holy Angels of God 
do many atime ſtand by yot: when you are 
inning. They ſee you when you ſee not them; 
they are imployed by God in ſome -ſort 
- for your goad, as/ well as we: And as it is the 
- Stiefof Miniſters,  that-ybeir labours ſucceed 
.nor, ſo may we ſuppoſethat according to. their 
ſtate and nature itis theirs. For they that Re 
Joyce in heavenat the converſion of one ſinner, 
may be faid:to ſorrow , or to loſe thoſe Joys 
when you refuſe to be converted. Theſe noble 
Spirits., theſe Holy and Glotious attendants 
of Chriſt that ſhall waic upon him to judge 
ment ,  wijl-be Witneſſes againſt Rebellious 
fanners, totheir Confuſion. Sirs, you have all 
in you naturally a fear of Spirits, and inviſable 

: Fear them aright , leſt hearkning to 
the deceiving Spirits, and refuſing the help of 
che Angels of Gog, and wilfully finning before 
their faces you ſhould cauſe them at that day, 
_ ta-the terrour of your ſouls, to ſtand forth a 
-witneſles againſt you , to your Condemnati- 


- 6. Conſcience it ſelf will be a moſt effe&ud 
' xwitnels againſt the wicked at that day, I be- 
tore told: you irwill bea Diſcerner, and w_ 

: then 
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them to a Confeflion - But a further office-ic- 
hath, even to witneſs againſt them: If "none 
elſe in the world had known of their ſecrer fins, 
conſcience will ſay,” T was acquainted with 
them, | 
- 9, The fpirit of Chriſt can witnes againſt 
the” ungodly, that he oft moved them ro 
Repent 'and Return, and'they rejeRed his 
motions: that he Tpoke to their hearts in ſecrer, 
and oft ſer in with the Miniſter, and often 
minded them of their caſe, and perſwaded them 
ts God ,' bur'they refiſted,, quenched and 
orieved the Spirit, As 7.51. As the Spiric 
witneſſech wich the Spirics 'of the righteous 
thac they arethe children of God, Row.8.16. 
fo doth he witneſs with the Conſcience of the 
wicked that they'were children of Rebellion, 
and rherefore are juſtly children of wrath, 
This Spirit will not alway ſtrive with men: at 
ft being vexed, it will-prove their enemy, and 
riſe up againſt chem ,. Gex. 6, 3. 1/4.'63. 10. 
If you will needs Grieve ir now, 1t will Grieve 
you then.” Were it not a Spirit of Grace, and 
were it not free mercy that it came to offer 
you, the Repulſe would not have been ſo con- 
demning, nor the:witneſs of this Spirit ſo heavy 
at the laſt. ' Bur it was ebe Spiric of Jeſus, that 
came with recovering Grace, which you res 
liſted ; Andthough the wages of eyery _ 
| cat 
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death;; yet-you' will find that it will coſt yo 
ſomewhar more to Reje& this ſalvation, than 
to break the Creators Law of works. ' Kind. 
nef6,/uch Kindneſs, will not berejeRted at eaſte 
rates. | | 
* Manya good motion is now made by the 
Spirit ro the Heart of a ſinner, which he doth 
not ſo. much as once obſerve ; and therefore 
doth-notnow Remember thei. ' But chez they | 
ſhall be. brought. to his Remembrance with a | 
witneſs: Many a thouſand ſecret motions to 
Repentanice, to Faith, to- a Holy Life, will: be 
T hen ſet before the eyes of the poor,unpardon- 
ed, tretnbling ſinner, which he. had quite for- 
Sotten: And the; Spirit of God ſhall reſtifie to 
his Confuſion, { At ſuch a Sertnon I perſwaded 
thy heart to Repent, and thou wouldſt not ; 
Ac:ſuch a time I ſhewed thee the evil of thy 
ſin,fand perſwaded thee to have forſaken it, but 
thon would(t not ;I minded thee- in thy ſecret 
thonghts, of the neerneſs of Judgement, and 
the Cerrainty and pyeight of everlaſting things, 
the need of Chriſt, and faith, and holyneſs,and 
of the Danger of farining;but thou didſt drown 
all my ' motions-in the cares and pleaſures of 
the world. Thou harkenedſt rather to the De- 
vilthanto me : The ſenſual inclinations of thy 
| fleſh did prevail againſt the Rrongeſt Argu- 
ments that I uſed : ThoughI ſhewed Reaſons, 

Lois undenyable 
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wadenyable Reaſons, from thy Creator; from 


getteſt by it} 
- - Poor ſinners, 1 


Alas, that men ſhould chooſe their own De- 
ſtruction; and wilfully chooſe ic / and thar the 


| foreknowledge of theſethings ſhould notmove 


them ro telent, 
| So much concerning the witneſs that will be 
brought in againſt rhe ſinner. s Tha 
5 The fifth Evidence that will be given 
againſt the ſinner, will be, The Inframents 
and Effets. You know among men, if a man 
be found murthered by the high-way, and you 
are found Rtanding by with a bloody fwordin 
your 
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your hand; eſpecially if there were a former 
diſſention between you, it will bean Evidence 
chatwill prove a ſtrong preſumption, that you 
werethe Murderer'; Butif the fa& be certain 
by. other Evidence, then many ſuch things may 
be brought for aggravation of the fault. 

'So. a twofold Evidence will.- be- brought 
againſt the ſinner from theſe things. One 
to prove him guilty of the fa& : the other to 
Agpravate the fault,and prove that his ſin was 
very great. | 

For the former. 1.The very creatures which 
ſinners abuſed to fin,may be brought in againſt 
them to their ConviRtion and Condemnation. 
For though theſe creatures ſhall be. conſumed 
with the laſt deſtroying Fire, which ſhall con- 
ſameall the world, yet ſhall they have a Being 
inthe memory of the ſinner(an eſſe Cognitum.) 
The very Wine or Ale, or other liquor which 
was abuſed to drunkenneſs may witneſs againſt 
theDrunkard. The ſweet morſels by which 
the Glutton did pleaſe his App:tite,and all 
the. good creatures of God which he luxuri- 
ouſly devoured, may witneſs -againſt him 
LZinke 16.19. 25. He that fared deliciouſly 
every day in this life, was told by abraham 
when he was dead, and his ſonl in hell, [Re- 
menher that thou in thy life time receivedſ 
thy goad things, and likewiſe Lazarss evil 

= | things 3 


OR 
things : but now he is comforted, and thou are 
tormented, | though their ſweer morſels and 

ups are paſt, and gone, yet muſt they be Re-/ 
membred at Judgement and in Hell. | Remem- 
ber Son] faith Abraham; Yea, and Remember . 
he muſt whether he will or no ; long was the 
Glutton in ſinning, and many a pleaſant bir 
did hetaſte : and ſo many Evidences of his fin 
will lie againſt him, and the ſweecneſs will then 
be turned into gall. 

The very cloathing and ornaments by which 
Proud perſons did manifeſt their Pride, will be 
ſufficient Evidence againſt chem : as his being 
clothed wich Purple and fine Linnen, is menti- 
oned, Lake 16.19. | 

The very Lands, and goods, and houſes of 
worldlings will be an Evidence againſt them : 
Their Gold and Silver, which the covetous do 
now prefer before the everlaſting Riches with 
Chriſt, will be an Evidence againſt them, Fames 
5.1,2,3,4. Go tonow, ye Rich men, weep and 
howl for your miſeries that ſhall come upon yore. 
Tour Riches are corrupted, and your Garments 
moth-eaten ; your Gold and Silver is cankered, 
and rhe Ruſt of them ſhall be a Witnels againſt 
Jon, and ſhall eat your fleſh, as it were fire ;, Te 
have beaped Treaſure together for the Laſt daies. 
Behold the hire ef the Laborers which have reap= 
ea down yonr fields , yu be of you kept back. by 


| (48) 
jrand, crytth ; and the cryes of them which bavt 
reaped, areentred into the ears of the Lord of 
S aber Te have lived in pleaſure on the Earth, 
and been wanton ; Te have nouriſhed your heart; 
as in a day of ſlaughter. Ohthat worldlings 
would well conſider this one Text ; and there- 
in obſerve whether alife of earthly pleaſure and 
fulneſs of worldly Glory and Gallantry, be as 
deſirable a; they imagine, and to what Time 
and Purpoſe they now lay up their Treaſures; 
and how they muſt hear of theſe things here- 
after; and whar effeR the review of their Jo- 
vial daies wilt have npon their miſerable con- 
demned fouls.” h 
+. 2. The very circumſtances of Time, Place, 
and the like, may Evidence againſt his con- 
demnation, | The Drunkard ſhall remember, 
in ſuch ao Ale houſe, I was ſo 'oft drunk, and 
in ſuch a Tavern waſted my t:me. The Adul- 
terer.and Fornicator ſhall remember the very 
Time, the Place, the Room, the Bed, where 
they committed. wickedneſs. The thief and 
Deeeciver will remember the Time, Place, and 
the perſons they wronged,and the things which 
they robbed or deceived them of. The world- 
ling will remember thebuſineſs which he pre- 
ferred before the ſervice of God ; the worldly 
matters which had more of his heart then his 
. Maker andRedecmer bad ; the work which he 
EMERY TIS... 
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was doing when he ſhould have been Praying 
or Reading, or Catechiſing his Family, or 
thinking ſoberly of his latter end. A thouſand 
of theſe will then come into his mind, and be 
as ſo many Evidences againſt him to his Con- 
demnation. _ 

3. The very effeQs alſo of ntens fins will be 
an Evidence againſt them. The wife and chil- 
dren of a Drunkard are impoveriſhed by his 
ſin; his family and the neighbourhood is diſ- 


quieted by him, Theſe wilt be ſo many Evi- 


ences againſt him. So will the abuſe of his 
own Reaſon ; the enticing of others to the 
ſame ſin, and hardning them by his example. 
. One covetous unmerciful Landlord doth 
keepan hnndred, or many hundred perſons or 
families-in ſo great neceſlicies, and care and 
labour, that they are tempted by it to overpaſs 
the ſervice of God, as having ſcarce time for ir, 
or any room for it in their troubled thoughts, 
all theſe miſerable families and perſons, and all 
the ſouls that are undone by this Tempration, 
will be ſo many Evidences againſt. ſuch Op- 
preſſors. nd, | | 

Yea, the poor whom they have negleRed 
to relieve when they might ; the ſick whom 
they have negleed to vifit, when they might, 
will all witneſs then againſt the unmerciful, 
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The many ignorant, worldly,careleſs ſinners, - 


that have periſhed under an idle,. and unfaith- 
tul Miniſter, will be ſo many witneſſes apainſi 
him to his condemnation / They may then 
cry out. againſt him'to his face | 1 was igno- 
rant Lord, and he never did ſo much as teach 
me, chatechize me, nor tell me of theſe things; 
I was careleſs, and minded the world , and 
he letme go onquietly, andwas as careleſsas1, 
had never plainly and faithfully warned me, 
co waken me from my. ſecurity. ] And ſo 
their blood will be required at his hands , 

though rhemſelves alſo ſhall periſh! in their ſins, 
Exek 33-70. = 

2, And. as theſe Deidenre will convince 
men of {im, ſo there are many more which will 
convince them of the Greatneſs of their ſin. 
Andchefe are fo many, that ic would too much 


.tepgthen 'my diſcourſe to ſtand on them, A 


tew [ ſhall briefly touch. 

I. The very mercy of God: in ( reating men, 
in giving and continuing their Zeizg to them, 
will be an Evidence for the Aggravation gf 
their ſin againſt him. What, will you aþuſe 


*him by whom ir is that you are men ? will you 
-fpeak co his diſhonour tha, giveth you yaux 
 Tpeech?_ will you Jive to his diſhonour why 
| giveth you your hives # will you wrqng him by 


his own creatures ? and neglect him wichout 


- hom you cannot ſubſiſt ? 
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2: The Redemption of men by the Lord 


Meſus Chriſt, will be an evidence to the exceed- 


ng Aggravation of their ſins. You ſinned 
cainſt the Lord that, bought you, 2 Per.2.1. 
Vhen the Feaſt was prepared , and all things 
nere Ready, you made light of it, and fonnd 
xxcuſes, and would not come, at. 22.4,5,6- 
Lyke 14. 17, 18. Muſt Chriſt Redeem you 


by ſo dear a price from ſin and miſery, and yet 


il you continue the ſervants of fin, and pre- 
fer your ſlavery before your freedom , and 
chooſe to be Satans drudpes , rather then to 
be the ſervants of God ? The ſorrows and ſuf- 
ferings that Chriſt underwent for you, will 
then prove the increaſe of your own ſorrows. 
As a negle&ed Redeemer it is that he will 
condemn you. And then you would be glad 
that it,were but true DoQtrine, that Chriſt ne- 
ver dyed for you, 'that you, might not be con- 
demned for refuſing a Redeemer , and ſin- 
ning againſt him that ſhed his. blood for you. 
How. deeply will his wounds then wound your 
conſciences! You will then Remember, that 


to this end he both dyed, roſe, and revived, 


that he might be Lord both of the. Dead and 
the Living? And that he therefore dyed for all, 


that they which live, ſhould not henceforth. 


ive to themſelves, but to him that dyed for 


them, and roſe again : Row. 14-9. 2 Cor. 5. 
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14,15. 4at.28. 18, 19, 20. 1 Pet. 1.17,18, 
You wiil then underſtagd that you were not 
your own, but were bought with a price, and 
therefore ſhould have glorified him that 
Bought you, with your Bodies and Spirits, 
becauſe they were His, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. This 
one Agsravation of your fin will make you 
doubly and remedileſly miſerable : that you 
Trod under foot the Son of God, and count: 
ed the blood ofthe Covenant , wherewith you 
were ſanRifed, an unholy thing, Heb. 10.26, 
27,28,29. and crucified to your ſelves the Son 
of Godafreſh, and .put him to open ſhame, 
Heb. 6.5, 6. | 
3. Moreover ; All the perſonal mercis 
which they receieved, will be ſo manyEvidence: 
for the condemnation of the uogodly. The 
very earth that bore them, and yielded then 
its fruits, while they themſelves are unfruitful to 
* God. The Air which they breatbed in: the food 
. Which nouriſh'd them - che cloaths with cover'd 
them, the houſes which they dwelc in, the beaſts 
that laboured for them, and all the creature 
that dyed for their uſe : All theſe may riſe up 
againſt chem to their condemnation. And the 
Judge may thus expoſtulate wite them, | Did 
all theſe mercies deſerve no more Thanks? 
ſhould you not have ſerved him that ſo liberal- 
ly maintained you ?' God thought norall chek 
| £00 


too good for you, and did you think yous 
hearts and ſervices too good for him?He ſerved 
yours. with the weary labours of your fellow 
creature : and ſhould you have grudged to bear 
-his caſfie Yoak? They were your flavesand 
drudges, and you refuſed to be his free ſervants 
and his Sons: They ſuffered Death to feed your 
bodies,and you would not ſuffer the ſhort for= 
bearance of a little forbidden fleſhly pleaſure,” 
for - ſakeofhim that made you and redeemed 
you. ] - | | S207 | 
: Oh how many thouſand mercies of God will 
then be reviewed by thoſe that negleRed them: 
ro the horrour of their ſouls, when they ſhall be 
upbraided by the Judge with their baſe requi- 
tal! Allthe deliverancesfrom ſickneſs and from 
danger , all the honours, and priviledges, and 
other commodities which fo much contented 
them , will then be Gods Evidence to ſhame 
them and confound them. On this ſuppoſition 
doth the Apoſtle reprove ſuch, Rom. 2.4, 5,6. 
Deſpiſeſt thon the riches of his goodneſs, and for-" 
bearaxce, and long ſuffer ng, not kyowing that the 
goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance? But af- 
rer thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, treaſareſt' 
#p unto thy ſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath,& 
revelation of the righteons Fudgement of God,who - 
will render to every man according to hes Deeds. 
4. Moreover All the means which God uſed” 
 T nn ton 
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for the Recovery of ſinners in the day of theit 
viſitation,will rife up againſt Impenitent ſouls; 
11 Judgement,to their condemnation. You can 
bear Sermons <areleſly and fleepily now ; but 
O chat you would conſider, how the review of 
them will rhen' awake you !- You now make 
light of the warnings of God & man, and ofall 
the wholeſome advice thatis given you, butGod 
will not then make light of your contempt. 
Oh whar cutting Queſtions will they be to the 
hearts of the ungodly , when all the means that 
were uſed for their good, are brought to their 
remembrance on one fide, and the temptations 
that drew them to ſin on the other fide, and 
the Lord ſhall plead his cauſe with their con- 
ſciences,and fay | Was I ſoharda Maſter, or 


was my work ſo unreaſonable,or was my wages i 


ſo contemptible, that no perſwaſions could 
draw you into my ſervice ? was Satan fo good 
a. Maſter, or was his work ſo honeſt and profi- 
- tzbte , or was his wages ſo deſirable,that you 
would be ſo eafily perſwaded to do as he would 
have you ? Was there. more perſwading Rex 
ſon in his allurementg and deceits, thenin all 
. my holy words, and all the powerfull Sermons 
that you heard, or all che faxhfull admomitions 

you received ; or all the good examples of the 

Trighreous, or in all the works of God whici 
you beheld? Was not a reaſon Tn the 

| ove 


mn, . 
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i5ve of God.from the evil of fin; the blood of 
Chriſt, the Judgement to come, the glory pro- 
miſed, the torments threatned as forcible with 
you, and as good in your eyes,to draw you to 
holineſs, as a Reaſon from a little fleſhly de- 
light or worldly gain, to draw you to be yn- 
holy ? |] —_—_ 

In the name of God, finners, I intreate you 
to bethink your ſelves in time,how you will ſuf. 
ficiently anſwer ſuch Queſtions as theſe. You 
ſhould have ſeen, God in every creature thar 
you beheld, and have read your duty in all his 
works ; what can you look upon above you,or 
below you , or round about you, which might 
not have ſhewed you ſo much ofthe wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, and greatneſs of your maker,as 
ſliould have convinced you that it was your du- 
ty to be devoted to his wilkand yet you have his 
written word that ſpeaks plainer then all theſe , 
And will you deſpiſe them all ? will you not fee 
ſo great a Light > will you not hear ſo loud and 
conſtant calls > ſhall God and his Miniſters 
ſpeak in vain? And can you think that you ſhall 
not hear of this again, and pay for it one day ® 
you bavetheBible&other goods books by you, 
why do you not read them ? You have Min - 
ſters at hand: why do you not go to them,and 
earneltly ask them, Sir, What muſt 1 do to be ſa- 
ved? &intreat them to teach you the wayto lite: 

; You 


il + , » AE x 
you have ſome neighbors that fear God: why 
do you not go to them, and take their good 
| advice, and imitate them in the fear of .God, 
and ina. holy diligence for. your ſouls? Now is 
che tfme for you ro beftir your ſelves , Life and 
Death are before you. You have gales of grace 
to further your voyage : There are more for 
you then againſt you. God will help you: his 
Spirit will help you : bis Miniſters. will help 
you: every good Chriſtian will help you : che 
Angels themſelves will help you, if you will re- 
folvedly ſec your ſelves to the work; And yet 
will you nor ſtir? Patience is waiting. on you ; 
Mercies areenticing you : Scourpes are driving 
you: Judgement.ſtayerh for you :. The Lights 
of God ſtand burning by you to direc you 
And yet will you not ſtir, bur liein darkneſs? 
And do yourthink you. ſhall not hear of this? 
oy you think this will not one day coſt you 
ear ? | 


—c 


I'X, HE ninth part of our work, is te ſhew 

you, What are thoſe frivolous excuſes 

by which the unrighteons may then indeavenr 
their defence ? ELITES 208 

Having already ſhewed you what the De- 

fence mult be, that muſt be ſufficient to our 


Juſtification ; 
my If 


4 
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Ifany firſt demand,Whether the Evidence of 
their fin will not ſo overwhelm the ſinner, that 
he will be ſpeechleſs and paſt excuſe? I anfw, 
Before God hath-done with him, he will be fo « 
But it ſeems at firſt his dark underſtanding, and 
partial corrupted confcience will ſet him upon a 
vain Defence. For Mat 7. 22, 23. Chriſt 
telleth us, that [ Many will fay to me in that 
day,Lord,Lord have we not propheſied in thy 
name,and in thy name have caſt out Devils,and 
in thy name have 'done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profeſs to them, I 
never knew you, Depart from me ye workers 
of iniquity. And in Mat. 25. 11. The 
fooliſh Virgins cry, [| Lord, Lord, open tous. 
And verſ. 44. [ Then ſhall they alſo anſwer 
him, faying, Lord, when ſaw we thee an bun- 
gred, or thirſt, or a ſtranger, or naked, or ſick, 
or in priſon, and did not Miniſter unto thee ?] 
And verſ.24.25, They fear not to caſt ſome 
of the cauſe of their neglet on God himſelf, 
[Then he which had received the one Talent. 
came and faid, Lord, I knew that thou art an 
hard man, reaping where thou haſt not ſown, 
and gathering where thou haſt not ſtrawed; 
and I was, afraid, and went and hid thy 
talent inthe earth, lo, there thou haſt char is 
thite.] 5 Io | 
It is cleer then, that Excuſes they-will _ 
y 


(58). | 


Uy to make;and their full convition willbe in 


order after theſe Excuſes (at leaſt as in their. 


minds, if notin words) But what the particu- 
lar Excuſes will be, we may partly know by 
theſe Scriptures which recite them, and partly 
by hearing what the ungodly do now, fay for 
themſelves. And becauſe it is for their pre- 
ſent benefit that I now make mention of them, 
that they may ſee the vanity of all fach Excu- 
ſes, I will mention them as I now meet with 
them in the mouths of Sinnersin our ordinary 
diſcourſe.; and theſe Excuſes are of ſeveral 
ſorts; ſome by whichthey would juſtifie their 
eſtate ;: ſome-.Excuſes of particular actions ; 
and that either in whole, or in part ;. ſome by 
which they would put by the penalty, though 
they confels the fin ; ſome by which they lay 
the: blame on other men : and in ſome they 
would caſt it upot God himſelf. I muſt touch 
but ſome of them very briefly. --— . 

The firſt Excuſe. 7 am not guilty of theſe 
things which Iam accuſed of. 1 did love Gd 
above All, and my Neiohhour as my ſelf. 1 did 


I wſe the world but for Neceſſity, but God had my 


heart. _ _ | 

--» Anſwer. The all-ſecing Judge doth know 
the contrary; and he will make thy Conſcience 
know it,, Look back man, upon thy heart and 
life. How ſeldom andhow negle&fully. didli 
| = * thou 
F 4 
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thou' think of God ? how coldly didſt thoy 
worſhip. him, or make any mention of him? 
bow careleſly didft thou ſerve him 2 and think 
much of all that thou didſt therein ? Thou ra- 
ther choughceſt that his Service was making 
more ado then needs, and did{t -grudge ar 
thoſe-that were more diligent then thy ſelf; 
but for che World, how heartily and how con- 
Rantly didſt chou ſcek and ſerve it? and yet 
wouldſt thou now perſwade the Judge that 
thou didſt love God above all > He will ſhew 
thee thy naked heart, and the courſe of thy 
former life, which ſhall convince chee of che ' 
contrary. 

The Second Excuſe. I lined not in any groſs 
fin, but. only in ſmall Infirmities ; 1 was no 
Murderer, or Adualterer or Fornicator,or T hief, 
yor did 1 deceive or wooug any, or take any thing 
by violence. 

- eAnſw. Was it not a groſs {into love the 
world above God, and to neglet Chriſt that 
dyed for thee, and never to do him one hours 


hearcy ſervice, bur meerly to ſeck thy carnal * 
' ſelf, and olive to thy fleſh > God will open 


thine eyes then and ſhew thee a thouſand groſs: 


fins, which rhou now forgetteſt cr makeſt light - 


of; and. it is not only. Groſs fin, but; All fin, 
great ar ſmall, chat deferveth the wrath of 


ever. 
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* yer, if thon have not part in Chriſt to relieve 
hee. Wotothe man that ever he was born 
that muſt anſwer in his own name for his ſmal. 
| keft off:mces. 
The Third Excuſe. 14id :t 5gnorantly , 1 
knew not that there was ſo much required tom) 
Salvation, Tthought leſs ado might have ſerv- 
ved the tary : and that if 1 lookt to my body, Ged 
would take cart of my fonl ; and that it was better 
ro traſt him what wonld become of me here- 
after, then to tronble my mind ſo much about 
it." Had 1 known better, I wonld have do 
berter. Sa, 
_ Anſw. If you knew not better, who was 
it long of but your ſelf > Did God hide theſe 
things from you? Did he not tell them you in 
his Word as plainly as the tongue of man can 
ſpeak, That except you were regenerate and 
born again, you ſhould not enter into the 
Kingdom of God? Fohn 3.3,5. That without 
holineſs none ſhould ſee God. Heb. 12. 14. 
'That you muſt Prive to enter in at the ſtrait 
- gate; for many ſhall /zek tro enter, and ſhall 
not be able, Zyke 13.24. That if you lived 
afcer the fleſh, you ſhould dye : and if by the 
yo you morrified the deeds of the body, you 
ould live.” Rew.8.13. That ifany man have 


not the Spirit of Chriſt, the ſame isnoneof his, 
Re.8.6. And tobe carnally minded is Gon; 
J | ut 


(61) | 
but to be ſpiritnally minded is life and peace» 
Rem.8.9. That you muſt not lay up for your 
ſelves a treaſure on earth, where ruſt and moths 
do corrupt, and thieves break through and 
ſteal, but muſt lay up for your ſelves a treaſts:e 
in heaven, where ruſt and moths do not cor- 

rupr,and thieves break through and ſteal, ALar. 

6.19,20. Thar you muſt feek firſt the King- 

dom. of God and the righteouſneſs thereof, 

Mat.6.23. and not Labour for the. food that 

periſheth, bur for the food that endureth to 

everlaſting life, which Chriſt would have given 

you, Fehzx 6.27. Thar if you be riſen with 

Chriſt, you mutt ſeek thoſe rhings which are 

above, where Chriſt ficrerh at the right hand 

of God, and not the things that are on earth, 

Col. 2.1,2, 3. Yea your very Converſation 

ſhould bein Heaven, Phil.3.19 20,21. 

What ſay you ? Did not God tell you all 
thisand much more, and plainly tell ir you ? 
Turnto your Bibles and ſee the words, and let 
them witneſs againſt you, 

2.And could you think with any Reaſon, that 
your fouls being ſo much more precious then 
Four bodies, yon ſhould yet do ſo much more 
or your bodies, then your ſouls?could youthink 
| the ſabour of your lives little enough for a 
railbody that muſt lie ſhortly in the dirt ; and 
hat your Immortal ſouls ſhould be no more re- 
WE” h garded ! 
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garded ? Could you think wich any Reafon, 
rhar your ſouls ſhould do ſo much for a life of 
a few years continuance, and do no more fora 


life chac ſhall havenoend ? | th 
3. And whereas you talk of rr:yſ#ing God with WM bi 
porr fouls, you did not truſt him : You did but Þ m 
on that pretence, careleſly diſregard them. If i - 
you truſt God, ſhew any word of Promiſe that {Ml ;o 
ever he gave you co truſt upon, that ever an i yy 
I mpenitenc, Carnal,Carelefs perſon ſhall be ſa- if 5: 
ved ? No ; he hath told you enough to the con- fl +3, 
trary. And could you think that it was the i 7o/, 
will of God, that you ſhould mind your bodies ff ay 
more then your ſouls, and this life more then if ax, 
that ro come? Why, he hath bid you ftrive,and If che 
run, and fight, and labour, and care, and ſeek, i . - 
1:4 uſe violence, and all diligence for the ſafe. neg 
r3” of your fouls, and for the life to come : But Wfor 
where hath he bid you do ſo for your bodies 'MLea 


No, he knew chat you were prone to do too 
-mitch for them : and therefore he hath bid you 
[ Care not, and labour not] that is, Do it a 
it yon did.it not: and let your care and Labour 
for earthly things be none in compariſon of 
that for heavenly things. You know God can 
as well maintain your lives without your cart 
and labour, as ſave your ſouls withour.it : And 
yet you ſee he will not, he doth not : You mul 
- plough, and ſow, and reap, and threſh, by a 
Fg. Oli 


SG 
Gods Love and Care of you, and not 
'will let all alone and truſt God. And muſt you 
not much more uſe, diligence in much greater 
things ? 1f you will cruſt, God, , you mult truſt 
bim in his own way, and in the uſe of his own 
RE. EI TS I 

- The fourth Excuſe. 7 was never brought up 
ro learning, 1 cannot ſo.mmch as read: nor dia 
my Parents ever teach me any of theſe things, but. 
only ſet me about my worldly buſineſs, and pro 


n- i vide food and rayment for me : but never once 
he BY rold me that 1 had 4 ſoul to ſaveor loſe , and 
165 BY as everlaſting life to provide . and prepare for, 
el BY and therefore 1 conld not come to the knowlage of 


ee; - + _ 

. Auſw. The greater js their fn who thus 
negleted you. But this is no ſufficient Excuſe. 
for you. Heaven is Hot prepared. for the 
Learned only. - nor will.Chriit ask. you ar 
;Judgerhent' whether you are good Scholars or 
gnoz, no _nor ſo much as whether 'you could 
write'or read. But conſider well, Was not 
Gods, word fo plainly writcen, chat. che un- 
learned might underſtand it? Did he not put ic 
inco the moſt familiar ſtile, chough he knew it - 
7ould be offenſive. to the proud Scholars of - 
he world, of purpoſe that he mighc fic icro the: 
apacities of the ignorant?. And if you could; 
wot, read,” yet tell me, could-not you; have: 
Es learned 


= 
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.learnedto read-at 20, or 30 years of age,if you 


had been bur'willing co beſtow now and' then 


anhour co tharend > Or atleaſt, did zou not 


tive near ſome that could Read ? and could 


you not haveprocured them to read to you, or 


to help you ? and did you nor hear theſe things 
read to you in the Congregation by the Mi 


.niſter? or might have done if you would ? and 


if your Parents did negle& you in your youth, | 
yer when you carne to a fuller uſe of Reaſon, 


'and heard of the matters of ſalvation fron 
Gods Word, did it not concern you to have 


looked to your ſelves, ' and' to have redeemel 
chat time which you loſt ia your yourb, by 
doubling” your difigence when you came vl 
riper years ? The Apoſiles gathered Churches 
among Heathens that never heard of Chril 
before : and converted many thouſand ſoul 
that were never once told of a Saviour, or the 
way to lalvation, till they had paſt a great part 
of cheir lives. If you _—_—_ cill che latter part 
of the day, it behoved you then to have be 
ſtirred” your ſelves the morz : and not to ſay, 
Through the fault of my Parents, I loſt the be: 
ginning of my life,and therefore will loſe all; 
they taught ime not then, and therefore I wil 
nor learn now ; have you not ſeen ſome of you! 
neighbours who were as ill educated as you 
ſelves,attain ro much knowledge ayer gags by 
TERS 7 . AE "het 
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their induſtry ? and why might not you have 
done fo, if you had been as induſtrious as they ? 
May not God and Conſcience witneſs, that it 
-was becauſe you cared not for knowledge, and 
would nor beat pains to get it; that you knew 
'no more ? Speak truth man in the preſence of 
thy Jadge; was thy heart and mind fet upon it? 
Did({t thou pray daily for it to God? Didit thou 
uſe all the means thou couldſt to get ic? Didſt 


thoh attend diligently on the word in publick, 


and think of what thou heardeſt when thou 
cameſt home ? Didſt thou go to the Miniſter, or 
| "to others that could teach thee, and. intreat 
| -them to tell thee che way to ſalvation ? Or 
didſt thou not rather careleſly neglecc theſe 


matters, and hear a Sermoa as acommon tale, 


even when the Miniſter was ſpeaking of Hea- 
ven or of Hell? It was not then thine unavoida- 
ble ignorance, but thy negligence. -.. + - 
. Yea further, anſwer as in the preſence of 
God, Didſt chou obey ſo far as. thou didff 
know ? Or didſt thou not rather fin againſt 
.thar knowledge which rhou hadſt > Thou 


/ knewelt that the ſoul was becter then the body, - 


| and everlaſting life more to. be regarded then 
this tranficory life ; but didſt chou regard ic 
accordingly ? Thou ſure, kneweſt that God 


was better then the world ,-and-Heaven. then 


With! ar leaſt cpu was old ofir, bur didſt thou 
* Fa Aiecording- 
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accordingly value him, and love him; more? 
- Thott knewelt fure that there was no falvation 
without Faith, 'and Repentance, and newnek 
'of life, 'atid' Yet they were negleRed, , Ina 
-word; many a thouſand fins which were com. 
"mirted, atid duties that were omitted, againſt 
*thy'own Knowledge and Conſcience, will marre 
this Excuſe. 
© The fifth Excuſe. 7 PEW hk wot #nder a power- 
* ful Miniſter ro tell mie of theſe things * but where 
"there was nd Preaching at all, 
'Auſw. And might you , not have Sone 
- where'a powerful Miniller was, with a lictle 
pains ? Yea, <td not the very ſain Word that 
you heard read: tell you'of theſe things ? ard 
"night you not have had a Bible your ſelves, and 
- found them there ? | 
-»-- TheSixth Excuſe. 1wasa | Servast, and had 
"70 rx0me from my labour to. mind theſe mater: ; 
_ Tle:dwith at hard maſter that required all bi 
"Opn wbrk, of me, but would allow me no time fot 
*\eÞ# ſtrvice* of. God:* Or elſe, I was 4 poor man, 
"had bad'a great cbarte to hook after, and with my 
Vard labour Dad much ade;to live, ſothat 1 had 
" 20 time for heavthly things... © 
*;45{. 15Who ſhould be fitt ſerved, God or 
min # Whitſhould be firſt ſought after? hea- 
ven of earth # oy) not Chriſt tell chee, On: 
c "thin? i wiki ? oe IO. 42 142. Wasir not 
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and get ate ro Heaven when this life is ended, 
gs to lee that you had food and raiment for 
your ſelves and yours? 

2, Did you ſpend'no time in Recreation, nor 
Idleneſs nor vain talking 2 why might noc that 
at -leaſt have been ſpent about Heavenly 
things? | 

3. Could you have taken no time from your 
reſt, or eating , or at other Intermiſlions ? 
Mans Body will not endure fo greatLabours as 
have no Intermiſfion. And why then might 
not godlineſs have been your caſe and recrea- 


hat tion ? 
od 4+ Or might you not have minded theſe 
nd things even when you were about your labour, 


if you had bur a heart to them ? 
5. At leaſt you might have ſpent the Lords 
own Day in hearing, reading, and pondering 


be of theſe matters, when you were forced to for- 
for bear your worldly labours, even by the whol- 


ſom Law of the Land. Theſe therefore are all 
but vain excuſes; and God will ſhortly make 
thee ſpeak out and plainly confeſs, Tt was not 
ſo much for want of Time or -Helps, or warn- 
ing, as for want of a heart to uſe them well. I 
ſbould have found ſome time, though it bad 
been whenT ſhould have ſlepr, if my heart had 
en _n ſet upon it, | 


F 3 The 


gs needfull! to ſee that you eſcape Damnation, |. 


P—_— 


Sa 


Eos I IT 3: = ey ee Oe i 4K we 3 IE. . 
Z * < oj Wo > IS +$-> Pt . > he PS >... Wir have es a Irhay . 
PS So ems” ea ITT Ns CE Bo Id ES po CIOS NT EN e 4 
$< JAXEV; ns 1 , EG ; 4 Rs Io 
oy * - qv MLS », 4 _- wi] 4 - . ” - _ - 


TORI BT Be FO RT IRR 


83 
The Seventh Excuſe. Little did I, think t 


have ſees this day: 1 did not Believe that ever Gol (f* 


wonld be ſo ſevere. I thought his Threatzing: 
had been but to keep men in awe, and 1 ſuſpefted 
either that the Scripture was not his word, « 
elſe I thought he would be better then his word. 
1 thonght all that I heard of another life had bees 
' wncertain ; and therefore was loth to let go a cer- 
rainty for au uncertainty, and loſe my preſent 
pleaſures which I had in hand for the hopes of that 
which I never did ſee, — ot ol 
"'eAnſw. He that will not know his miſery by 
believing to prevent it , ſhall know it by feel- 
ing coendure it. You were told and told again 
what your unbelief would bring you ro. Did 
Gods Word make Heaven and Earth? dothit 
ſapport them, and ſecure them : and is not his 
Word ſafficient ſecurity for you to have truſted 
your ſouls upon ? did you know where was any 
becter ſecurity to be had ? and where was any 
ſurer ground for your confidence? And d(d 
you think ſo baſely and blaſphemouſly of God, 
that he would falfifie his Word , leſt ſuch as 
you ſhould ſuffer ? and that he was fain to rule 
the world by a Lj<? Did God make the world 
ſo ealily ? and can he not govern it by true} 
and righteous means? what need God to fay 
that which he will nor do, to awe finners? can 
he not awe them by Truch ? is it not juſt = 
_ thoſe 


C69 low gwils 1h) 7 
thoſe ſhould eternally periſh, that will enter- 
tain ſuch deſperate thoughts of God, and then 
dy ſuch wicked imaginations encourape them» 
elves in ſin againſt him? _.._..._.. 

And for the Truth of Scripture,God did not 
did you believe it without Evidence. He ſtamp. 
ed on it the Image of his own Purity and 
PerfeRion , that you might Know it by that 
Image and ſugerſcription , if you had eyes to 
ſzethem : He ſealed it by uncontrouled multi- 
rudes of Miracles ; He delivered it down to 
your hands by infallible witneſſes, ſo that he 
left you no room for rational doubting. 

And you knew that the matcers of this world 
were not only uncertain, but certainly vain 
and tranſitory, and would ſhortly come to no- 
thing , and leave you in diſtreſs, If it had then 


probabilities of an everlaſting unſpeakable hap- 
pineſs, before that which is certainly periſhing 
and vain ? Theſe vain Excuſes will but con- 
demn you. mY 


ſwaded by finners to do as they did, that Iconld 
not deny them : they would never let me veſt. 
Anſw. And were you not .as carneſtly per- 
Iwaded by God to forſake fin and ſerve him 
| F 4 and 


been uncertain whether there were a Glory 
and Miſery hereafter (as it was not) ſhould: 
not Reaſon have taught you to prefer the leaſt ' 


The Eigth Excuſe, 7 was fo enticed and per* : 
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and yet that would not prevail with you? You 
could notideny- the Devils/and'fools, bat yor 
could deny God.-and all his Mc ſſengers. Were 


not Miniſtersasearneſt with you every week to. 


repent and amend? What:didmen entice you 
with ? with a'Jitcle deluding fieſhly pleaſure for 
a. few. daies > And: what did Gudentice you 
with ? with the Promiſe of endleſs uncotceiva. 
ble felicity ! 'Andif this were a ſoialler matter 
inyoureyes, then the other; then you have had 
your choice; becontent with it, and thank your 
ſelves. In your: life time you had the good 
things which you choſe, and preferred betore 
heaven, and. «ber efore cannot goa to have 
heaven befides.- +; ophanntas 

(The ninth HHS 66 da aming ungodly pere 
ſome; thatwuerided allthdr feared Gol;ſo that if | 


had nt donc'ss rey did, but bai made any mort 


adv ty be ſaves, / foxkld have er the you mr 
of: the place where] Burdett, 

i: #nlw. And was mort heaven worth theen 
daring of'a ſcorn? bs nor he woithy' to go 
without ir chat thinks ſo baſely of it 2*Did not 
Chriſt tell you, 'thar' if you wete aſhamed bf 


him before men, he would be aſhamed of i 


you beiore his Father. and the Angels of hea- 
ven? Mark 8.38. He ſuffered 1 more then 
fcorns for you: and could; nor: you ſuffer a 
arn for him and your ſelves? OY you me 
LG . , 74 rat er 
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rather to endure everlaſtingTorment,than a lit: 
tle derifion from ignorant men,rake that which 
you made choice of, And ſeeing ſo ſmal} a 
matter would drive you from heaven, and part 
God and you asa mock, as the wind of a mans 
mouth, No wonder if you. be commanded to 
Depart from him into everlaliling fire. <1 
' The tenth Excuſe. / had ungodly per ſens to wy 
Parents, or Maſters , or. Landlord, or Gover- 
mers, who threatned to undo me,if I had additted 
my ſelf to ſo trift a life, andif I would not be- 
Hieve and do as they did, == = 
* Asſw. What it they threatned you with pre- 
ſent Death ? Did not Godalfo threaten you 
| with everlaſting Death, if you were not ruled 
by him? And: whole chreacning ſhuuld you 
have chiefly feared ? Is man moredreadful chan 
' God? Is dearh more terrible then Heil e Did 
hot Chriſt bid you fear xor them that can kil' the 
boay, and after that can do no more, but fear 
him that is able to deſtroy both body ana ſoul in 
hell fire; yea 1 ſay zinto you, fear him , Mat. 
10.28. Luke 12. 4, 5. and Ifa.51. 7. Fear ye 
not the Reproach of men, neither be afraid of their 
revilings. For the moth ſhall eat them up like a 
Garment, the worm ſhall eat them like wool, but 
my Righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, my ſalvati- 
onfrom Generation to Generatien. Secng there- 
fore you have choſen rather to ſuffer hemGad 
ety 7 or 


072). 

-» For ever, for your ſin, then to ſuffer ſmal mat- 
ters for well-doing for a moment, you muſt ever 
bear your own choice. Chriſt rold you before 
hand, chat if you could not forſake all the world 
and your own lives for him, you could not be 
His Diſciples, Matth.10.37,38,39. And ſeeing 
you thought his terms too hard,& would needs 
ſeek you outa better ſervice, even take what 
you have choſen and found. —....--—- 

The eleventh Excuſe. 7 ſaw ſo many fo!- 
low their pleaſare and their worldly buſineſs, axd 
never look, after theſe higher things,and ſo few gi | 
the ouher way, that I thought ſure God wonld 


' not damn ſogreat 4 part of the world,and there- i * 


Tore | wentured to ao as the moſt did. 

Anſw. God will make good his word up- 
-on many or few.Did you doubr of his will,or of 
. his power? For his will, he hath cold it you in 
his word, For his power, he is as able co puniſh 
many as one man. What is allche world to 
him, bur as adrop ofa Bucket, as the duſt of 
the dallance? He told you before hand that'the 
gate was ſtrait, and the way to heaven was 
narrow, and few did find it; and the gate to 
deſtruftion was wide , and the way was 
broad, and many did enter in at it. Afat.7:13, 
14.Andifyou would nor Believe him,you muſt 
bear what your unbelief hath brought you to. 
What if you had twenty children, or ſervants, 

.Qr 
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C793 
or friends, and the greater part of chem ſhould 
prove falſe ro you and ſeek your deſtruction, 
or prove diſobedient,and turn to your enemy? 
would you think it a good excuſe, if the reſt 
ſhould do the like, becauſe of rheir example ? 
willyou therefore wrong God, becauſe you ſee 
others wrong him?would you ſpit in the face of 
your own Father,if you ſaw others do ſo? God 
warned you, that you ſhould not follow a mul- 
titude to do evil, Exod. 23.2. Andif yetyon 
will do as moſt do, you muſt even ſpeedas moſt 
ſpeed. You ſhould not ſo much conſider, who 
they be, as what they do, and whither they go, 


. I and who they forfake, and what they loſe, and 
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what ſtrength is in the Reaſons that move them 
ro do this, And then you would tind, It is 
God they forſake, it is iz they chooſe, it is hea- 
ven they loſe,it is hel! chey run into,and it isno_ 
true reaſon, bur Satans deluſion, and ſenſual 
inclinations that lead them tozt. And, ſhould ' 
men be imitaced, be they many, or be they few, 
infuch a courſe as this? + 
The ewelfth Excuſe. 7 ſaw ſo many faults in 

thoſe that were accounted Godly and ſaw ſo much 
Diviſien among them, that I thought they were 
as bad as others; and among fo many opinions, 
I kzew not what Religion tobe of —  _.. 

Anſw. %. A {ports ſooneſt ſeen in the faireſt 
cloth. And the malicious world uſeth ro make 
fuch far worſe then they are. 2. Bur 


: 074). 
- 2. But ſuppoſe all were true that maſice 
Faith of ſome, you could nor fay the like by 
Others. | 

_ 3. Orifyou could, yet it was Gods Lay, 
and not mens faults, that was made the Rule 


for you to" live by : Will ic excuſe you tha FF _- 


othersare bad ? 4 
4. And from their diverſe opinions, you | 
ſhould have taken counſel at Gods word, which 
was righr : Did you firſt ſearch the Scripture 
1mpartially, as willing ro know the Truth, that 
' you might obey ic? and did you pray daily 
thatGod would lead you into the truth?and did 
you obey as much as you knew? Did you joyn 
with the godly ſo far as they are all agreed?chey 
are all agreed in the Fundamental Articles of 
Chriſtianity, and in all rhings abſolutely necelſ- 
ſary to a holy Life, and to ſalvation : that all 
known f1n is to be forſaken,and all known duty 
to bedone. Why did you not to far then agree 
with them ? Alas,the imperfeRions of the god- 
ly, and the falſe Accuſations of the malicious 
world, will prove bac a poor cover for your 
wilful angodlineſs,and Chriſt will convince you 
of the vanicy of theſe Excuſes 
The thirteenth Excuſe. The Scriptures were 
fo dark that I could not underſtand them. And 
1 ſaw the wiſeſt men differ ſo much in th expoſo- 
' Fionof thew,that I thought it was in vain for me 
PILES Py! « 


. FO8 - 
fo trouble my ſelf about them. If God would hate: 
had us live according to the Scriptares, he would 
ſare have written them plainly, that men might 
#nderſtand them. 
 Anſw. 1. It is all plainly written according 
tothe nature of the ſubje& : Buca prejudiced, 
diſaffeted, yea or but untaughr, diſuſed ſoul 
E cannot at firſt underſtand the plaineſt Tea- 
.ching. The- plaineſt Greek or Hebrew Gra- 
ther that can be written, will be utterly obſcure 
to him that is but newly entred'the Enghſh 
School : yea after many years time that he 
ſpends in learnirg. Did youſtudy hard, and 
pray for Gods teaching, and enquire of others, 
and wait patiently in Chriſts School, thac' you 
might come to further knowledge by Degrees? 
and were you wi/ting to knoweven tholeTruths 
that called you out ro ſelf.denyal, and that did 
put you on the hardeſt fleſh diſpleaſing duties ? 
Had you done thus, you would have admired 
the Light of the Holy Scripture, and now have 
rejoyced that ever youſaw them, and not have 
quarrelled at its ſeeming Darkneſs. This word 
might have made you w3/e to ſalvation, as ithath 
done others, A&#. 20. 32. 2 Tim. 3.15, 16, 
17. Thu Law of the Lord t perfe, converting 
the ſoule , The Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure mar 
king wiſe. the ſimple; The ſtatntes of the Lord 
are Right, Regoycing the hrart': the Come 
OO manament 


_- _ 076) wh 
1, tandment of the Lord i pure, enlightning the 

® eyes, P/al. 19.7, 8. | | 
_ 2. So muchasis of Neceſlicy to falvation, 
1s as plain as you could deſire. Yet if you be 
Judged by theſe; you will be condemned : For 
' you did not obey chat whicki was moſt plain, 
What darkneſs is. in ſuch words as theſe, Ex- 
cept ye Repent, ye ſhall All perifh? Luk. 13.35. 
Love not the world, nor the things in the world: 
:f any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in bim,tJohn2.15. He that will come after 

me, let hins deniy himſelf, &c: Matth. 16.24. 

'*.  3- If there had been nothing that ſeemed 
difficult co you, would you not have deſpiſed 
its ſimplicity, and have thought your ſelves 
wiſe enough at the firſt Reading, and needed 
no more ? | 

The fourteenth Excuſe. There were ſo many 
ſeeming Contradittions in the Scripture , and 
fo many ſtrange improbable things, that 1 could 
nor believe it. 

_ Muſw. The contradictions were in your 
fancy, that did not underſtand the word which 
you read. Mult the raw unexperienced Learn- 
er-deſpiſe his book orTeacher,as oft as in his ig- 
rorance he thinks he meets with contradictions! 
Did you think. God was no wiſer then you, and 
underſtood not himſelf,becauſe you underſtood 
him not ? Nor could reconcile his own _ 
| | ecauſe 


| (77) | 
becauſe you could not reconcile them? You . 
would needs be a Judge of the Law, inſtead of 4 
obeying it, and ſpeak evil of it rather thendo it, 
fam. 4.11, 

2, And thoſe things which you called im- 
probable in the word, were the wonders of 
God, of purpoſe to confirm it. If it.,had not 
veen confirmed by wonders, you would have 
thought it unproved ; and yet now it is ſo con- 
firmed, you will not believe rhe Doctrine, be- 
cauſe the witneſs ſeemns incredible. And that is, 
becauſe they are matters above the power 
of man : asif they were therefore above the 
power of God! You ſhall at laſt have your 
eyes ſo far opened, as to ſee thoſe ſeeming 
contradictions reconciled, and the certainty of 


thoſe things which you accounted i wr 


ble : that you may be forced to confeſs rhe fol- 
ly of your Arrogancy and Unbelief: and then 
God will Judge you in Righteouſneſs, who 
erumey unrighteouſly ro Judge him and his 
word, 

The fifteenth Excuſe. _ It ſcemed /o unlikely 
a thing to me, that the merciful God ſhanld dams 
moſt of the world to everlaſting fire, that 1could 
wet believe it. | | 

Anſw 1. Anddidit not ſeem asunlikely to 

you, that his word ſhould be falſe? 
. 2. Should ir not have ſeemed as unlikely 
that 
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that the Governor of the world ſhould be uns 
Juſt, and ſuffer his Law co be unexecuted, and 
the worſt to ſpeed as well as the. beſt ! andto 
ſuffer vile ſinful duſt ro deſpiſe his mercy, and 
abuſe his patience, and turn all his Creatures 
apainſt him wichour due puniſhment ? - , 
'-. 3, Didyou not feel pain and miſery begin in 
this life ? | 

4: You ſaw Toads ind Serpents which had 
never ſinned: And you would rather livein any 
tolerable ſuffering, thento be a Toad. And is 
it not Reaſon, that it ſhould go worſe with 
contempruous finners,then with thoſe creatures 
chat never finned > 

5. Could you expe that hoſe ſhould come. 
fo heaven, that would nor believe there was 
ſach a ſtate, but refuſed ir, and preferred the 
- world beforeit ?Andto be our of heaven,is to 
be out of all Happineſs: and he that is ſo. out 
of all happineſs, and knows that he'loſt it by his 
own folly, muſt needs Torment himſelf with 
ſuch conſiderations, were there.no other Tor- 
ments.” And as man is capable of greater felici- 
ty then bruits, ſo muſt he needs be capable of 
more miſery. - - 

The ſixteenth Excuſe. The things which 
God promiſed in heaven, and Fo Gun. in Hell, 
were all out of my ſight: and therefore T could not 


od believe them. Had Tut once ſeen thew, 
| or 


(79) 
or” [poke with one that had ſeen them, T1 ſoonld 
have been ſatisfied,and have contemned the things 
of the world. | , 

Anſwer, Will you not believe till you ſee or 
feel > was not Gods Word ſufficient Evidence? 
would you have believed one from the dead 
that had told you he had ſeen ſuch things ? and 
would you not believe Srepben that ſaw them ? 
A 7. 56. Or Paul that heard and faw them ? 
2 Cor. 12. 3,4. Nor Chriſt thatcame pur- 
poſely from heaven to reveal them ? why fleſh 
and blood cannot ſee them. You ſee nor God: 
will you not therefore believe that there is a 
God? Indeed, what efer you imagine, if you 
would not Believe 2oſes and the Prophets, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles,neither would you have 
believed though one had riſen from the dead : 
For Gods word is more credible then a dead 
mans : and Chriſt did riſe from the dead ro 
atteſt it. Bleſſed arethey that have nor ſeen, 
and yet believed. Noah faw no rain when he 
was preparing che Ark : bur becauſe he bele- 
ved, he made ready and eſcaped, Heb. 11.7. 
when the worſd chat would not Believe, did 
periſh, But ſeeing Gods word was of no more 
weight with you, and no knowledge would 
ferve your turn but by ſeeing and feeling 2 you 
ſhall ee and feel everlaſtingly to, your ſorrow. 
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that God would bave Raled we by,avd the way to 
Heauen was [0 frait and difficult; that I contd 
wot endare it. I'was not able to deny my fleſh, and 
live ſucb a bfe. | 
+  Anſw. 1. You were not Able, becauſe you 
were not WilEng. What wasthere but your own 
wicked hearts that ſhould make ſuch a life ſeem 
-grievous ta you? Every thivg is hard and prie- 
« Yous to him who loaths it, and whoſe hear is 
againſt it. The chief thing that God called you 
to, was tp /ove him, and make him your De- £0! 
| lighe : and are Love and Delight ſuch grievous 
things? It was not grievous to you to love your {** 
. rear, or drink, or money : It was no hard mat i 
ter to you to love a friend that loved you : no 
| nor to love your fin, which was your enemy: 
and what (hould make it ſeem hard co love F*P* 
. God, but a wicked heart? Ts not he better and I" 
more Lovely then all theſe 2 -And had you but 
Loved him,allthereſt of bis ſervice would have. 27 
: ſeemed eafie to. you, Tg think of bim, to ſpeak if 
ps of him, to,pray to him, to praiſe him, yea rode if 
. ny all and ſuffer for him, would have been ſweet 
; and. pleaſant to you, ſoifar as you bad Lovelif*" 
., hign, It, was nog God therefore, but your on 
j naughty hearts, that: made bis work ſeem gric 
 Yous to you, andthe way to heaven ſeem. har, 
- He (the truly, chat his yoak was, caſic Wh: 
- pd bis busdeq light, and; his Commandemeniys,” 
Fey. 7 <2" | W 
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were not grievous, Matth.11.29. 1 John 5:33; 


They that tryed them found them the very Joy 
nd Delight of cheir fouls; and why could not 


you do ſo ? 


2 But whar if the way to Heaven had beet | 


harder chenit was? was nor heaven worth your 
labour ? were you affraid of being a toſer by it? 
Could not God require your labour or ſuf- 


ferings ? Doth any Repenr when they come to 


Heaven, that it coſt chem ſo dear ro come 
thither ? And is not hell worſe then the hard- 
eſt way to Heaven? Seeing you have cho. 
en hell co ſave you a labour and ſufferivg in 
. this life, you muſt have your choice. And 
ering you thought nor everlaſting life tobe 
worth ſo much as God required,thart is, the ac- 


epting thankfully, and minding, and ſeeking, 


nd preferring it before this life, you have none 
0 blame for the loſs of it but your ſelves. © 
"The eighteenth Excuſe. /t was God that made 
me of 4 ſenſual nature : He gave me an Appetite 
. po Heat and Drink, and Eaſc,and Luſt : be gave 
ve that fleſh which ried me, how then caiz he cort- 
iewn me, for living according to the natnre 
which he gave me ? | 

_ Asſw. He gave thac Appetite to be exerci- 

I moderately-under the rule of reaſon, for the 


. Þ'<ſervation and propagation of mankinde:bug © 
id he not alſo give you Reaſon co govern that. 


"Mppetite? and che Revelacion of his will co 
| 2 guide 
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guide that Reaſon? He gave you your fleſh, 
ro be a ſervant, and not a maſter. Your beaſt 
hach fleſhly App=rite without reaſon; and 
rherefore God bath pur him under you who | «| 
have Reaſon rhac you ſhould Rule him. Will | C 
you ler your beaſt do what heliit, and mad- Fl «t 
ly run upon whom heliſt, and fay, you do but Þ þ 
jet bim live according co his nature, which God Þ þl 
hath given him ? Why God ehac gave bim ſuch Þ y, 
a nature;did intend him to be Ruled by a higher B w 
nature, even by the Reaſon which he gaveto Þ th 
you : and fo hedid alſo by your fleſh and ſen- Þ $e 
ſua) Appetite. | | te 
The ninteenth Excuſe. But 1 lived amoy iſ th 
ſo many baits which enticed this fleſh that Iconli ta 
yt reſiſt them. My meat was a ſnare to mel th 
drink a ſnare, my cleaths, my houſe, my land«fÞ en 
ſnare, every beauty chat 1 ſaw was a ſnare : ani 
the better all theſe were, the ſtronger was mM tha 
ſnare... If God wonld net have had my heart Ge 
ſnared and drawn from him, he ſhould not hav dr: 
pe many baits i» my way. Tea and they win noi 
ſo Neer to me, and Daily with me, that though 1 oth 
was reſolved to forbear them before, yet whenthyM ent 
were bronght to my hand, 1 conld not forbear. ſen 
Anſw. Is this the thanks thac God hath for 
 his-mercies ? He ſent you all theſe as favou cou 
from his own hand : he wrote his own nan ,you 
upon them,that in them you might ſee his pofÞ tree 
FSH , : 5; od 
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* 
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faltin- love witli himſelf, who was the fountain, - 
the life, the end of all. And do you oyerlook' 
God in the credtnre, and live as withont him in 


the world, and :dote .upon that which ſhould 
ut U have drawn you to. himſelf, and then lay the 
xd Þ blame on GodF. If he ſend a guitor co ſpeak to' 
ch Þ you,in his name, and write you a love Letter 


with, his own hand, will you fallin Love with 
the Meſſengers or the Letter, and negle@ the 


0- Þ Sender, and then blame him that wrote his let- 

| teron-ſo faira paper, orin ſo neat a hand, vr 
» 8 that ſent ic by ſuch a comely Meſſenger ? Cer- 
41 tainly, theſe Excuſes are too grols, totake with 


the wiſe and righteous God, or to ſeem ſuffici- 
entto a well informed Conſcience. wy 
2. And whereas you ſpeak of the power of 
theſe objets, was there not much more in 
God, in Chriſt, in the promiſed glory, to have 
drawn your heart another way ? Why then did 
not theſe take as much with you as the 
other > You could not chooſe forſooth, but be 
enticed with ſuch baits as were fitted to your 
ſenſual Appetite, and ſuch things as a dog, or a 
ſwine. may. enjoy as well as a man : but you 
could chooſe, whenChriſt and glory were offered 
og eyou. : yea you did chooſe to refuſe the Offer,and 
"Wy tread them under feet by your neglet. When 
Fenjefornn x AG Saran 


er,and wiſedome; and goodne(s, and 1d be led. 
upto:the Conſideration of him, that you might 
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Sitgri fat youll Cups,and oi harſots and your 


profits before you, on one fide; did not God 
| ſ@ bis favour and everlaſting happineſs on the 
other {ide? And wasit wiſe or equal dealing, to 
prefer your Juſts before that glory ? 
-.3. Moreover it was not inthe power of any 
of thoſe baits to force your wilf, or to neceffi- 
tate you to chooſe ther. | They could be bur 
aitsto entice you, and'it Wasftill in your own 
choice, whether you would yield to the entice- 
ment and chooſe them or nor. ' Shall every man 
byFall to God that hath any bair co entice him 
om him? will you excuſe your child of friend, 
if he would be falſe ro you, thþort as great en- 
ticements 4s theſe 7? If a cup'of drink, or a 
whore, of a little gain, conid draw him more 
. -then all your love and intereſt; 11 do not think 
you would hojd him excyſed,” 
...And whereas you ſpeak of the Neerneſ; and 
: ep aen/a theſe alldredients, I would fain 
-Fgow, was not God #5 Ny you, and: Conti 
 waally neet you, to dtaw you co himſelf 3 Faith 
. might have teen him, though fcth and blood 
.Cannot. Did he avg Raga by you when you 
, were-in your cups. ard tuflfal Pleaſures ? Did 


, he nottell you of thedanger, and offer you far 
| 22 chings, if you woath vbey bit and de 
bait 


- 


" ſpiſe thoſe baits ? Bur you wonld Heatken 6 
hone of this you ſhotild have reinembred th 


(85) 
he Rood over you,and was lookirig on you,and 
you (ſhould have ſaid as Foſeph, Geh. 39. 9. 
How can 1 do this great wickedneſs , and ſin 
againſt God ? You hadalſo Scripture neer you; 
and Reaſon neer you, and Conſcience neer van, 
as well as the bait was neer you. And therefore 
this is a vain Excuſe, I 3 

The twentieth Excuſe, 1t was God that 
let lodſt the DeviIFto tempt me: and he was tov 
ſ#btile for me to deal with ; and therefore wh 
wonder if I finned and were overome ? 5 

eAn/w. 1. He did not let loofe the Devil to 
conftrain you to fin, He could but extice, and 
you might choofe- whether you weuid yield. 
The Devil could neither make you fin againſt 


lng, 

* You were a ſure friend to C hrift kat 
white, that would forſake hzm as ofc as you 
wete tempred by che Devil. Is that a friend 
or a ſervant worthy to be regarded, that will 
diſobey you, or betray you as oft as he ts temp- 
'tedtoit? | 

2. Will you excuſe your fervant, if heleave 
your work undone, and follow cards, or dice, 
-or the Ale-houſe , and ſay I was tempted to it 
by one that was cuninger thenl? ſhallevery 
. Murderer or Thief eſcape hanging, becauſethe 
- Devill was too cunning for him in his Temp- 
| G 4 tations 
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obeying of the tempter ,and rejeRing the whol- 


(86) 


tations? would you have the Jury or the Judge 


to take this for a good excuſe ? 
4. And why did you not hearken to God 
that enticed you the othet way ? You forget 


| what helps he afforded you to diſcover the 
wiles of Satan, and to vanquiſh 'the Temptati- - 


on? Heto/dyou it was an enemy that tempted 
you : and would you hearken to an enemy ? 
He to/d you it was a dream,a ſhadow, a painted 
pleaſure, a guilded carkaſs, a lying promiſe,and 


Jo vanity by which you were tempted, 


nd yer would you regard it before your 


*.God? Hetold you that it was your God, your 


Saviour, you hope, your everlaſting happineſs 
chat the Tempter would beguile you of ; And 


_._ -yer would you be begniled? He told you,and 


plainly, and often told you that the Tempter 


would lead you to eternal fire, and undo you 


everlaſtiogly beforeyou were aware:and thata 
fatal hook was covered with that bait: And yet 
would you ſwallow it ? cet wnanag yo 

15. Ic is plain by allthis that it was not your 
narural weakneſs of faculties that cauſed you to 


-be overeome by the ſubtilties of the Devil,asa 
Gly child is deceived by a crafty fellow that 


overwits him : But it was your careleſneſs,in- 
confiderateneſs, your ſenfual inclinations, and 
vicious diſpoſition, that drew you to a wilful 


ſom 


($7) 
for advice of Chriſt, This therefore is a frivo3 
lous Excuſe of your fin. 

The one and twentieth Excuſe. Bat I hope 
Jou will not ſay that all men have Free Will ! 
' And if my will were not free, how conld I chooſe 
but fin ? 

Nw. Your will was not free from Gods 
Rule and Government : nor was it free from its 
natural inclination to Good in general; for ei- 
ther of theſe were more properly ſlavery. 
3. Nor was it free from the Influence ofa dark 
underſtanding, 4. Nor free from its own con- 
trated vitious Inclination. | 5. Nor freed 
from the Temptations of the fleſh, the world 
and-.cthe Devil, 

But it was 1. Free from any natural De- 
termination to evil, or toany thing that was 
doubtfull. 2. And free from the CoaRion or 
Violence of any. 3. And free from an irreſiſt- 
ible Determination of any exteriour cauſe, at 

kftordinarily. So that naturally, as men, you 
have the power or faculy of determining your 
own wils, and by your wils, of Ruling your in- 
feriour Faculties in a great meaſure; yea of Ru» 
| ling the ſenſes and the Phantaſteit ſelf, which 
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* I} doth ſo much'to difpoſe of our Underſtanding. 
dB And if your wils 'which are naturally free, are 
ul I yer ſo habicually vitious, that they encline you 


wdoevil.that is not anexcuſe, but an Aggra* 
01692 | __  "vatlon 
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(88) | 
;yation of your fin, But of this more under 

the next, | £2 0 
.. The twoand twentieth Excuſe. But 7 have 
wor Power of my ſelf to ds any thing that is good : 
whbar can the creature do ? without Chriſt we can 
as nothing. 1t is God that muſt give me Ability, 
or 1 can have none © andif he had givty it me, | 
had uot been an Vubeliever or Impenitent. I can 
0 more Believe of my ſelf, than 1 tan fulfill the 


L wof my ſelf. 
ed folly, whichGod wil eaſily anſwer in a word. 
The word {Power | is taken in ſeveral ſenſes. 
Sometime, and moft commonly and fitly, fora 
faculty or a ſtrength by which a man (ado 
his ducy if he V/#//. This Phyfical Power you 
have, and the worſt of ſinners have while they 
.are men on earth, Were they actually willing, 
they might acceptably perform fincere obedi- 
ence ; and were they Diſpoſttively willing, 
.they mighc a&ually believe and will, And thi 
$1 ungodly have Power to believe. | 
.: Somecime the word {; Power”? is taken for 
_ Authority or Leave ; for legal or civil Powe. 
And thus you have all not enly Power or Li- 
berty to Believe, but alſo a Command whit! 
- makes it your Duty, anda Threatning adjoyn 
. ed, which will condemn you if you do riot. 
-; Sometime the word [| Power is take 
4 ' Ethicalh 


.Auſw.. 1, Theſe arethe vain Cavils of learn. Þþ . 


tural difficulry which the wil/ingeſt mind could 


(89) | 
Echically and leſb properly,for a diſpoſition,In- 

clination, Habit'or Freedom from the contrary * 
habit or diſpoſition. And in this ſenſe its true, 
that none but the EffeQually. called have a 
Power to Believe.: But then obſerve, 1. That 
this is but a morat leſs proper,and not a Phyfi- 
tal proper Impotency : And- therefore Azſtiz 
chuſeth rather to ſay that all men bave power to 
believe,but all have not a ##441,or Faith it ſelf, 


| becauſe we uſe to difference Power from —_— 
| #eſs; and willinpneſs aRtuaterh the power whic 


we had before. And therefore our Divines 
chooſe rather to call Grace a Habit when they 
ſpeak exactly,chen a Power; and Dr. 7 wiſ5 de- 
rides the Artninians for talking of s Power ſub- 
jetedin a Power. 2. Note that this Impotency 


's but che ſame thing with your unwillingnels 


and wilful blindneſs, in another word. 3. Note 
that this Impotency is long of your ſelves as to 


the Original, and much more as to the not cu- 
ring and removing of it. HachGodgiven you no 


means cowards the cureof this difability,which 
you have negle&ted?- 4. Note that this Impo- 


' tency is anunjuſt excuſe, but an Aggravation 


of your-ſin.[f you were willing to bebe ſervant 
of Thriſt and yet were not Able,cither becauſe* 


: hewould not accept you, or becauſe of a want 


of natural faculties,or becauſe of ſome other na- 


not 


(93): 


mot overcome, this were ſame Excuſe : Butto 


be Habitually wilful in refuſing . Grace, is 


worſe then to be meerly AQuually unwilling. 


If a man have ſo accuſtomed himſelf co mur- 
der, drunkeneſs ,' ſtealing or the like wicked- 
neſs, ſo far chat he cannot. leave it, will you 
therefore forgive him, or. will. any Judge or 
Jury hold him excufed ? Or rather think him 
the more uvfit for mercy? : 5 Note alſo that 
The want of a ſupernatural Habit, no nor the 
preſence of the contrary Habit, do. not Ef- 
ficiently determine the will to particular acts, 
much leſs take away it natural Freedom. 
6. And that till. Habits attain an- utter pre- 


dominancy, (atleaſt ) there is a Power remai- 


ning inthe will to reſiſt them, -anid uſe means 


againſtthem. Though Evencually the perverſe 


Inclination may hinder the uſe of it. 
The three and twentieth Excufe. / have heard 
from learned men, that God doth: determine all 
Attions, Natural and Free, as the firft Efficient 
' Phyſical immediate Cauſe * or elſe nothing coull 
Aft. And then it was not long of me that 1 chiſe 
forbidden ObjeRs,but of him that irrefiftly moved 
me thereto, and whoſe Inſtrument I was. 
i" Ayſw. This is aitrick of that wiſdom which 
is fooliſhneſs with God, and to be deccived by 
vain Philoſophy. - MIT 
' x. The very principle ic ſelf is moſt likely 8 
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4 
be falſe,. and thoſe that tell you this, toerr. 
Much more, I chink,may be ſaid againft it then 
for it. | 

2, I am fure it is either falſe,or reconcileable 
with God Holineſs, and mans liberty and 
culpability ; ſo that its a mad thing ro deceive 

your ſelves with fach Philoſophical uneertain- 
ties, when the Truch which you oppoſe by ic is 
infallibly.certain. That God is not the Auchor 
 offin,bur man Himſelf, who is juſtly condemned 
for it, is undoubtedly true : and would you 
obſcure ſo clear a Truth, by ſearching into . * 
poifits beyond humane reach ifnot unſonnd, as 
you conclude them ? 

The four and twentieth Excuſe. But at 
leaft , thoſe learved Divines among us that doubs 
of this, do yet ſay that the will is neceſſarily and 
z#fallibly Determined by the Praftical Under- 
ſtanding, and that is as mach mnnreſiſtibly ne- 
ceſſitated by ObjeRs : aud therefore whatever aft 
was done by my underſtanding or will, was thus 
neceſſitated, and 1 could not help it. They ſay, 
Liberty us but the Alling of the faculty agreeably 
10 its nature: And it was God as Creator that 
gaveAdam ht faculties: and God by providential 
diſpoſe that preſented all Objeft to him,by which 
hu underſtanding ,and fo his will were unauoide- 
bly neceſſirated. re” Ee] 

- - Anſw. This ifof the fame nature- with the 
6." former 
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former : uncertain,gif not certainly falſe. Were 
this.rrue, for ought we can ſee, it would lay all . 
the ſin and miſery of this world on God, as the 
unreſiſtible neceſſicatiog Cauſe, which becauſe 
we know infallibly to be falſe, we have no rea- 
Jan totake ſuch principles co be crue which in- 
fer ic. The underſtanding doth no: by a ne- 
ceſſary efficiency Decermiae the will, buc mo. 
rally . or rather, is regularly a Condition or 
neceſſary Antecedent, withoug: which it may 
not Determineirt ſelf, Yea the Will by com- 
manding the ſenſe and phancaſie, doth much to 
determine the Underſtanding. As theeye is not 
neceſſary to my going, but'ro my going right, fo 
is not the Underſtandings Guidance neceſſary 
to my willing (there the ſimple Apprehenſion 
way luffice) but to my Right willing. There 
- areocher wayesof Determining che Will. Or 
if the Underſtanding did Determine the Will 
Efficiently and Neceflarily, it is nat every act 
efcho Underſtanding that muſt do it. If it be 
fo, when it faich, This m#ſt be done, and faich it 
importunately ,. yet not when it only faith, 
This may. be done, or you may venture on it ; 
_ is the common part which it hath in 
ſin. 
I am not pleaſed that theſe curious ObjeRis 
ons fall in the way, nor do Ideligh: co put 
-khem- into vulgar heads; bat finding many 
| young 
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young Schollarsand others that have conver- 
ſed with them, aſſaulted with theſe Temptari- / 
ons, [ thought meer to give atouch, and but 
a touch, to cake them out of their way : As 
Mr. Fexner bach done more fully in- the Preface 
to his Hidden Manga, on this laſt point, to 
which T refer you- I only add this? 

The will of man in its very Dominion Coth 
bear Gods Image.l[t isa felf Determining Pow- 
er, though ic be byafſed by Habits and needs a 
Guide. As the Heart and Viral Spirits by which 
it aReth, are to the reſt of the Body, ſo is Ir to 
the ſoul. The Light of Nature hath caught all 
the world to carry the Guilt of every crime to 
the wil of man, and there to leave it, port this 
all Laws and Judgements are grounded. From 

{ Ignorance and IntelleRtual weakneſe,men com- 
monly fetch Excuſes for their faults ; bur from 
the y/i/[they are Agpravated. If we think it 
ſtrange that mans will ſhould be the firſt cauſe, 
ſo much as ofa finfu} »wode, and anſwer all oc- 
curing Objections : it may ſuffice that weare 
certain the Holy Majeſty is not the Author of 
fin, and he is able ro make all this as plain as 
the Sun, and eafily anſwer all theſe vain Ex- 
cuſes, though we ſhould be unable. Andifwe 
be much ignorant of the frame and motions of 
our own fouls, and eſpecially of rhat high ſelf 
&termining principle, Free Will, the great 
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* (94) | 

ſpring of our a&ions, and the curious Engine 
by which God doth Sapientially Govern the 
world, itis no wonder, Conſidering, that the 
ſoul can. know it ſelf bur by RefleQion, and 
Gad gave us a ſoul to »/e, rather then to know 
it ſelf; and ro know its qualities: and operati- 
ons, rather then its Eſſence. 

The five and twentieth Excuſe. No mas 
can be- ſaved, nor avoid qny ſin, nor believe in 
Chriſt, bat thoſe whom "of hath predeſtinated 
thereto. I was under an irreverſible Sentence be» 
fore I was born”: andtherefore I do nothing but 
what d was preaeſtinated to do ; ad if God deerecd 
30t to ſave me, how could I help it ? 

Anſw, 1. Gods Judgements are more plain, 
but his Decrees or ſecret purpoſes are myſte- 
rious : And to darken. cercainties, by having 
recourſe to poincs obſcure, is no part of Chriſti- 
an Wiſdom. God told you your Duty in his 
word, and on what terms you muſt be Judged 
to Life or Death , Hither ſhould you have re- 
courſe for Direction, and nor to the unſearch: 
able myſteries of his mixd. 

2. God decreeth not co Condemn any but 
for fin. Sin, I ſay, is che Cauſe of that Con- 
demnation, though not of his Decree. 

3. Gods Decrees are acts Immanent in 
timſelf, and make no change on you, and 
therefore do not neceflicate you to fin, any 
| more 


ore then his fore-knowledge doth.. For both 


w cauſe only a-necefficy of Conſequence, which 
he is Logical, as the Divines on both ſides. do 
4 Confeſs. And therefore this no more cauſed 
y (youtoſin, chenif there had been no ſuch De- 
+, (cree. Andits a doubt whether that Decree be 


not negative ; a willing ſuſpending of the Di- 
vine will, as to evil; or at moſt a purpoſe to 


mn permit it. Dh Eg 
i | Thefix and twentieth Excuſe. Jf 5t be 
'. pore, yet doth it make my perdition unavoidable, 


for even Gods foreknowledge doth ſo ; for if he 
foreknow it, all the world cannot hinder it from 
CAS... «bg 

Anſw. Muſt God either be Ignorant of 


- | what you will do, orelſe be the cauſe of it ? If 
p you foreknow that the Sun will riſe co mor- 
2 tow, thac doth not cauſeicto riſe. If you fore- 
 j} k8ow that one man will murder another, you 
d _— the cauſe of it by foreknowing ir. So is 
* © it here. | F 

| Theſevenand ewentieth Excuſe. God might 


have hindered my Sin and Damyation if he 
would. | PE 

Anſw. And will you wilfully ſin, ard think 
to ſcape becauſe God doth not hinder you 3 
The Prince chat makes a Law againſt murder, 
could lock yoiut up; and keep you from being a 


411.3 E 


Nurderer. But are you _” Wo ifhedo for 7. 
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(96) | 
Were icertin thic God could havehindered 
altche fin and dear} , anditeonfiiſion ; and 
Riſery that Fin thEworld :ahd we tre as cer- 
rain that he'dorh got bidet it' (bur by forbid: 
ding ir, and pivir' men means aprinſt'it's') atd 


we are certain char he'is Jaft',” "ad Gods), I Lt 


and Wiſe in all ; and 'not bound £o Hinder it 
Ahd what: his Reaſons are; yua -may - better 
know hereafter : In the mean time, youhat 
been 'beteer have ſ6oked to your” own -Du- 
_ "The eight andrwentieth excuſe.” How could 
The faved if (hi -tid mt djt for me He dyel 
. but for his Eleft , and none could be ſaved with- 
ont bis Death. © Lg. TOTRY 
Anſw. He aid dye for you, and for more 
then' his Ele, though he abſolureſy purpoſed 
only their ſalvation. Your fins crttcifted hit, 
and your debt lay upon him ; #tid he fo far 
rarſomed you, that nothing buc'Four-wilful re 
fuſal of the benefits could have condemned: 


* # 


. you.” CNS”, "INS 
___**Theinihe ant rwentieth Excuſe. 1+ wa 
Adams ſin that brought me into this Depraved- 
neſ of will, which 1 can wieither cart, nor tenld 
prevent. | Te BRING, JL: 

Anſfw. 1. If Adam caſt away lis holineſs, he 
could no-more convey that to/ts With He call 
aviy; thena Nobſehan tharisa Traytor, cit 


convey 
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4d canner his loſt Inheritance or Honoursto his 
id $21-DFF 1 | ' 
x. 2 You periſh not only for your Original 
1d: fin, bur for rejeRing the Recovering mercy of 
hq I the Redeemer : you might have had Chriſt and 
4 I Life int him for the Accepting. - 


The thirtieth Excuſe. God will require #0 
more then he gives, He gave me not Graco t0 
Repent and Believe; and without his gift Iconld 
wt have ot « 

Anſw. 1. God will juſtly require more then 
he. giveth ; .that is, The improvement of his 
Gifts, as det. 25. ſhews. He gave Adam but 
a, Power to perſevere, and not Atinal perſe- 
verance : Yerdid he juſtly puniſh him for wanr 
ofche At; even for not uſing by his own will 
the Power which he had given him. | 

2. It is long of your ſelf if God did not give 
you Grace to Believe : It was becauſe you wil- 
fully refuſed ſome preparatory Grace. Chriſt 
found you ar a great diſtance from him, and he 
gave you Grace ſufficient to have brought you 
merer to himthan you were; you had Grace 
ſufficient ro have made you beccer than you 
wete, and reſtrained many fins, and broughc 
you-to.the means, when you turned your back 
onthem 31 though chis were not ficient to 
cauſe you to Believe, it was /wfficiext ro have 
brought you xcerer to Believing ; andehroughy 
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your own wilfulneſs, became wo: Effefnnl; 
evenas Adam had ſufficient grace to have ſtood 
which was ot Effettual. So that you had not 
only Chriſt offered to you, if you would but 
Accept him , but you had daily and precious 
helps and means, ro have cured your wills, and 
cauſed you to Actept him; for negle& of 
which, and fo for nor believing, and fo for all 
your other ſins you juſtly periſh. _ 

The one and thirtieth Excuſe. Alas,mas it 
4 worm, dry leaf, Job 1 3.25. a filly fooliſh crea 
eure, and therefore his Attions be not regard» 
ble,nor deſerve ſo great a puniſhment. 

Anſw. Though he be a worm, and as no- 
thing to God, and fooliſh by ſin,yet he is natu- 
rally ſo noble a creature,that the image of God 
was on him, Gen. 12. 26. and 5. 1, ewes 3, 


_ 9. and the world made his ſervants, and Angels 8 th. 


/ his Actendants, Heb. 1.14. ſonoble,that Chriſt 
: dyed for him, God takes ſpecial care of him ; he 

iscapable of knowing and enjoying God , and 
| heaven is not thought too good for him if he 
will obey. And hethar is capable of ſo great 
Good, mult be capable of as great Evil, and 
his wates not to be ſo overlooked by that 
God that hath undertaken to be his Governor. 
When it: tendeth to Infidelity, the Devil will 
teach. you to debaſe man, even lower than God 
would do. .: - . > fic - 

bd & 2 e 


z .- 
The two and chirtieth Excuſe.” Sin 5s yo Be- 
ng : and ſhall men be damned for that which i 


- 


ut i wothing ? 

us e nſw. 1. It is fuch a wode as deformeth 
nd © Gods creature. Itis a moral Being. It is a Re- 
of © lation of our aRions and hearts co Gods will 


and Law. 

2. They that ſay, Sin is nothing, ſay Pain and 
Loſs is nothing too. You ſhall therefore be 
paid with one nothing for another. Make light 
of your miſery,and ſay,it is nothing, as you did 
of your ſin, on ES 
' 3- Will you take this for a good Excuſe 


0* 
v- © from your children or ſervants, if they abuſe 
dd I you? Or from a Thiefor a Murderer ? ſhalt he 


3. | flcape by relting the Judgethat his ſin was No- 
ls thy ?Of rather havedeach,which is norhing,a# 
iſ the Juſt reward of it 2 ME EE 
he The three and thirtieth Excuſe. But ſin 3s 4 


and therefore why ſhould he do ns ſo much harm 


Tranſient thing. At leaſt it deth God no harm, 


at . 

orat ? 7 .] 
1d j Anſw, 1. Tt kurts not God, becauſe he is, 
at above burr. No, thanks to you if he be our of: 
Ir, ; 


your reach. 2. You may wrovg him,when you 


ul Bf cannot Barc him. . And the wrong. deſerves as 
a much'as-you can bear, If a Traytor endea- 


Your the death of the Prince, in vain, hisendea- 
Pe og — ; vour 
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( 100) 
Your deſerves death, though he never hart him, 


You deſpiſe Gods Law and Authority; you | #1 
cauſe the Blaſpheming of his name, Rep..2.24, i \''! 
He calls it A prefling himas a Cart is preſſed Th 
' with ſheaves, Amos 2. 13. anda prieving of £4 
bim. m— re 
| 3. And you wrong his [mage, bis Church, the I $49 
- Publick good, and the ſouls of others. .... c 
The four and thirtieth Excuſe. But Gods na. | #'" 
tare is ſo good and merciful, that # ure he will ut | 4 
damn his ewn creature. © Re 
eAnſw, 1. A merciful Judge will hang a man | WP 
for a faulc againſt man : By proportion then live 
what is due tor fin againſt God ? can 
2. All the death and calamity which you ſee | 
in-the world, comes from the anger of this |ſ-::1 
mercifyl God: why then may rot future miſc- han 
ry*ome from it ? buy 
3 God knoweth his own mercy better then I?! 
youds ; and he hath cold you how far it ſhall I :+-* 
extend. - ture 
.'4. Heis infinitely merciful ; but i itis ro the (4m 
Heirs of mercy ; not to the final Rejecters of ow 
is 


* AAiovoel eter wen arm 4 


lys mercy. 
$5. Hath not. God been/ merciful to theein 
beariog with thee fo i and'offering thee 
Grace in the blood of Chriſt, till thou didft wit 
fully rejeR it > Thou wilt conkels to thy ever- 
laſting wothat God was merciful; had be Fn 
en 


tony 
buen farmercifall, 0mrdararg not: ws mags 
fomiſerable: fon rejecting Bp 
vi{ Theft and ihircierh Excuſe. F wonld » not 2 
T yrmerrt mine enen wy {elf. + 
ow. Noitbaſdy you ſhould. Woi is all Onets 
Wraeng you, ang2o wrong the (God of Heavon? 
Gods che only Judge of his «wn wrongs, 
;The fixth and thirtiech Excuſe. eAll ew ave 
fnners, and I was but a ſinuer. | 
Anſov. All were not Impemnutent Unbelieving, 
Rebalhous fnners.,: and therefore all are not 
unpardaned copdemned ſioners. [All did. not 
live after the fleſh, .and refuſe to-the laſt ro be 


canverted ay yoy:did. God will teach you bet- : 


ter 10-difference between, ſinnors and finners..: 

-:The.ſeyen-and chirtiech'Exduſe.\Bur if Chrift 
Jave fatiafra for. my fins, and did for mo, then 
bow aan | neftly puffes for tbe 6 ann hins ? wall God 
Mwnfh mae fon "2:11.18, SE ” 

.Aufe.: 1.Ghratt luflered for man inthe Na- 
ture gf man; buc not in'your per fon, cor you in 
him It was not yanthar providedithe price, but 
Gad bimfelf ; Chriſt-was not mans Deligace in 
fatisfying,and therefore received nothis Inſtr» 
Monsfrom us, nor did ie 00 gur terms, but his 


9Wn:i'Jc was ogr the ſame 1hing: which che Law 


threataed;that Chriſt nnderwenr 1.for that was 
4he} Damnation: of 'the ſipner himſelf, and nor 
ddſuffetiog of abocher for biniziteannor there- 
ne | H 4 fare 
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7 
fore be yours, but on Chriſts own terms. He 
dyed for thy fin, but with this inteac, that for 
all that, if thou Refuſe him, thou ſhale dye thy 
ſelf. It is therefore no wrong to thee to dye 
for it was not thou that dyedft before : an 
Chriſt will take it for no = to him : for þ: 
will Judge thee to that Death. It ts for refuſing 
a-Chriſt that dyed for thee, that thou muſt pe- 
riſh for ever enum 

The eight and thirtiech Excuſe. Bur I did mt 
| Refuſe Chriſt. I believed and trufted in him 
the laſt ; aud Repented of my fins, though I ſoms- 
time was overtaken with them. 

eAnſw. Had this been true, thy fin would 
not have condemned thee. Burt there is no 
mocking God. He will ſhew thee then thy nz 


.ked heart, and convince thouſands that though i 


'they Believed and Repented ,that indeed they 
did nor. By thy works alfo will this be diſcorer- 
ed, that is, by - the main bent and ſcope of thy 
life, as 2Lar.25.-throughour, and 7am.2. 

{The nine andchirtiech Excuſe. 1 did may 
Good works: and I hope God will ſet thoſe againf 


-wry evil works. 1 347] 
-: Anſw«: Thy:;good works were thy ſins, be- 
* cauſe indeed they were not good, being not 
\ : done in-fincerity of heart:for God. Thebel 
. ans works have ſome infirmiry,which nothing 
can clenſe but:the blood of Chrift, which _ 
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haſt madelight of, and' therefore haſt no part 
in, If allthy life-had been ſpent in perfe& 
works except one day, they would not make 
ſatisfaction for the ſinsof that day. For they 
ase bur parr of thy Duty. Wo to him that hath 
no better a Saviour at Judgement,then his own 
works. bb Ea 
- The Fortieth Excuſe. 7 lived i» poverty and 
wiſery on ekrth, and therefore I hope 1 have had 
my ſuffering here and ſhall not ſuffer in this world 
#14 another too. tes 
I. By that Ruleall poor men, and murder- 
ers,and thieves that are tormented and hanged, 
ſhould be ſaved. Burt as Godlineſs hath the 
promiſe of this life and that ro come, ſo Impe- 
nitency and Wickedneſs hath the Threatning 
of this life and that ro come, -——- 

2. The Devils and the damned have ſuffered 
much more then you already; and yet they arc 
never the nearer a Deliverance. When thou 
haſt ſuffered ten thouſand years, thy pain will 
be never the nearer an end. How then can a 
licle miſery on earth prevent it ? Alas poor 


/ foul, theſeare bur the foretaſts and beginnings 
' ofthy ſorrow. Nothing but pardon through 
- the blood of Chriſt could have prevented thy 
/ Condemnation; and that thou rejeReſt by 


Infidelity and Impenitency. His Sufferings 
woulThaveſaved thee, if thou badfi nor _ 
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ſed him , bupallthy own; Syffgings will yeild 
thee. no Relief.) _- 

So much for the anſt merge che Vain 7 Wa, 
ſes which poor.Sinners. are: ready 30. make fqr 


_ themſelves ; Wiergin I have been, ſa, large,-.45 
" tharthis part 1.coofeſs is diſprgportionable.gq 


the reſt : but it was for theſe ewo Reaſons}, .. 
.;Te. That poor.careleſs ſouls mjghy {eq che; va- 
pity of fuch defences; and. conſider, 4f ſurh a 
worm as I cangafiy confure them, how: egGily 
and how terribly will they be all ailwered by 


- their Judge ? 


-. 2, Ididitthe rarher, - Bac godly Chriſtians 
might the better pnderſiand how co: deal wich 
theſe yain Excuſes when they.mect with them t 


which will be; daily, if hey doh wish mea in 
this ſad Condition, RT STE 


- 


X. _ E haye gone: T1 that pare of the 


Judgemenc, which corfiſtarh. ja the 
exploration or tryal.of the cauſe,, we now 
came co that which ig the Concluſion and cone 
ſummation of all;an that is, ro ſhew you what 
the Sentence will be, and on whomo (1 

Angfor chis, we muſt £0 ſtraitto. the, word 
of God for our light, is being impoſſible for a- 
oF 94959 haveagy particular knawledps of y 


(195) 
if Chriſt had not there revealed it unto us. Tn> 
deedpimoſt all the world do acknowledge 4ife 
after this, where it ſhall go well with the.good, 
and il{ wich rhebad. Bur who ſhall be then ac- 


counted Righteous, and who Unrighteons,and ., 


on-what terms: and grounds, Þy whom they 
ſhallbe judged, and to what. conditon, . they 
know nor. i | | 
- The Sentence in Judgement will be, 1. Either 
on thoſe thar never had means to know Chriſt. 
2. Or on thoſe that had. es 
- 7, Fortheformer, as it leſs concerneth us to 
enquire of their caſe, ſo it is more obſcurely re- 
vealed to us inthe Scripture. It is certain that 
they ſhall be Judged according to their Uſe of 


the means which chey had, Row.2.11,02,13, 


14,15,16.and theTalentswhich they received, 
Mat.-25. Burt that ic ever falleth out chathe 
that hath bur the One Talent of nacural helps, 
doth improve ic co ſalvation; or that ever they 
who knew not Chriſt, are Jultified and ſaved 
wichont that knowledge (bcing at age and uſe 
of reaſon.) I find not inthe: Scriptures. I find 
 Indeedghar{'As many as have-ſinned wichour 
Lay, thatt alo-periſh. wahout Law : and as. 
many as haveſianod «« the Law ſhall be Judged 
b5he-Law Rim.2.1 2:But notthat any are Ju: 
ithed by the works:of nature, ſuch as are here 
laid to deiiwichone Law, - I find alſo,that 

e445 { 7 Tit? gt | Y { They 
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[ They have the work of the Law written in 
their hearts, their conſcience alſo bearing wit- 
...nefs, and their Thoughts the meanwhile accu- 
ſing, or elſe Excuſing one another, in the day 
whes God ſhall Judge the ſecrets of men,by Je- 
ſus Chfiſt according to the Goſpel | Row. 2.15, 
16. And | believe it is a juft Excaſe,and not an 
wnjuft which is here meant.Bur ic will be butan 
Excuſe lo far as they were guilcleſs : and that 
will be bur js 2xto,and not z» rote, in part only; 
and ſo not a full Juſtification. A Heathens con- 
ſcience may excuſe him from thoſe ſins which 
he was never guilty of; bur not from all. But 
no more of them. 

2.The caſe of thoſe that have had theGoſpe|, 
is more plainly opened to us in Gods. word. 
Their Sextexce is opened in many places of 
Scripture, bur moſt fully in Afath.25,. whence 
we will now collect ir, 

There we find that Jeſus Chriſt the Redee- 
mer, as King of the world, ſhall fit in Judge- 
ment on all men at thelaſt; and ſhall ſeparate 
them one from another, as a Shepherd divideth 
the Sheep from the Goats, and ſo fhall paſs the 
final'Sentence. This Sentence-is. twofold, ac- 
cording to the different Conditionof them that 
are Judged. 'Tothem onthe right hand,thers 
is a Sentence of Juſtification, and Adjudication 
to everlaſting glory ; Tothem onthe left hand, 
there is a Sentence of Condemnation to ever- 
laſting Puniſhment. The 


(107) : 

The Sentence on each of theſe containeth 
both theſtate which they are Judged to, and 
the reaſon or cauſe of the Judgement to. that 
ſtate. For as God will not Judge any to Life or 
Death withont juſt cauſe, ſo he will publiſh 
this cauſe in his ſentence, as it is the manner of 
Judges to do , If you ſay, Chrift wil! not uſe 4 
voice ; Let it ſatisfie,that though we know not 
the manner, yet if he do it but by mental dif- 
covery,as he ſhews men what ſhall evetlaſting. 
ly befall them,ſo he will ſhew them why it ſhall 
ſo befall them. 

1.The Sextexce on them on theRzghthand, will 
contain, 1, Their Juſtification and Adjudication 
to Blefſedneſz,and that both as generally deno- 
minated, and as particularly determined, and 
deſcribed. 2: And the cauſe of this Judgement. 

1.1n general they ſhall be pronounced Bleſſed. 
Satzn would have had them curſed and miſe- 
rable : the Law did curſe them co miſery ; Ma- 
ny #fearful chought hath poſſeſſed their own 
brag leaſt chey ſhould prove ar laſt accurſed 
anUmiſerable, Bur now they hear the contrar 
from their Judge. All che Promiſes in the Goſ- 
pel could not perfeRtly overcome thoſe their 
fears; all the comforcable words of the Mini- 
ſters'of the Goſpel could not perfe&ly ſubdue 
them; all the cender mercies of God in Chriſt 
did tot perfectly ſubdue them ; But now they. 
EINEE are 


- , 
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" re conquihad Ge arer. Hechat,onerhet | 
heard his Redeemer. in- Judgement, call bim | ; 


. Bleſſed, will never tear being Con more.For 
+ bechat Chriſt Bleſſech, ſhall be Bleſſed indeed. 
The, Deſcription of their blefſednels fol | | 
lowech, Come inherit the Kingdom prepared for | « 
Jou from the foundation of the world, And alſo Þ y 
they are called Bleſſed Of the Father. Heres { 
the fountain of their Bleſſednefs, The Father, Þ j; 
and the ſtate of cheir bleſſedneſs in Being the I 1 
Fathers : For | ſuppoſe they are called che Bleſ- Þ & 
ſed of the Father, both becauſe the Father bleſ. Þ - 
ſerch, them, that is, makes them Happy, and Þ tþ 
becauſe theſe bleſſed ones are the Fathers own. Þ t 
And ſo Chriſt will publiſh it co the world in Þ þ6 
Judgement, that he came to glorihe the Father, by 
and will proclaim him che Principal-Efficient; Þ por 
and Ultimate end of his work of Redemption up 
and the bleſſedneſs of his Saints; and that I þjir 
himſelf is (as Mediator) but the ay to the Wl gi 
* Father. . Ic is the Father that prepared the I a4 
Kingdom for chem, and from the foundation of i ;+, + 
the world, prepared ic; Both: for | chem| as Þ 6 
choſen ones, and for them as future believers and 
Righteons ones. It iscalled a Kingdom, partly 
in reſpet to God the King, in whoſe glory we 
ſhall parcake in our places: and partly Metz- 
phorically from the Digaicy of our Condition, 


For fo it is that our ſelyes are ſaid to be made 
Kings, 


I > fa) 52 @ wo 
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Kitigo, Kev.t,67atid 5.1.x Peri2i g: andnot 
thar'Weate properly Kings ; for ther we muſt 
haveSubjects who rhiiſt be Goverfied by us. 
-:Thus we Tee thei? Bleſſedneſs ij the Foun« 
tain; end arid Race'bf Dignity.” As ro the Re- 
ceptive AR ot! their part it is expreſſed by two 
wotds} one ſignifying their firſt encratice on it, 
orb *the other their Poſſefton; Ikerit : that 
is, 'poſfefs it #5 given by the Father, and Re- 
deemed by the Sob, and hold it it this Tenure 
OO OE TIRINET 

' The true Believer was convinced in this life, 
that indeed there was no true bleſſedneſs, bunt 
this ehjoytment of God :in the Kingdom of 
heaven. "The Lord revealed this co his heart 
by bis Word and Spirit : And therefore he con- 
remhedrhe ſeeming happineſs on earth,and laid 
upfor himſelf a Treaſure in heaven, and made 
him friends with the Mammonof unrigbreouf- 
neſs, ad ventured' alt his hope in this veſſe]. 
Atid now he findeth the wiſdom of thar choice 
1 a rich 'return; '* God made him ſo wiſe a 
Mercharir' 'as t-fel All for this Pearl of 
greateſt price: aridthetefore now be ſhill had 
che pair; ' As there is ti6 orher crtie Happiteſs 
but God-in glory ; fo is thete' nothing more 
vitablt wed wikojs tothe thie Believer. O 
how welcothe 'will 'the face of thar God be, 
whom be boved; whom he /ooghr, whom. he 
A longed 


(110) | 


Jowged and waited for. - How welcome willthat 


Kingdom be which he lived inHope oflwhich he 1 
parced wich All for ! and. ſuffered for in the } ,, 
fleſh!How glad will he be to ſee the Bleſled face ri 
of his Redeemer, who by his manifold Grace || ,, 
bath brought him unto this ! I leave the belie. F ,, 
ving ſoul to think of it, and to make it the daily Ju 
- ' matter ofhis Delighrful Medication ; What an | 1x, 
unconceivable Joy in one moment, thisSentence } (4, 
of Chriſt will fill his ſoul with, Undoubtedly F ,,3 
it is now quite paſt our comprehenſion:though Þ 4, 
our imperfect forechoughts of it may well make } ,., 
our lives a continual Feaſt. | | | 
Wereit but our Juſtification from the Ac. ſp, 
caſations of Satan, who would have us Con- IF ,.. 
demned either as faners in general, or as Im- ef 
penitent, Unbelieving Rebels, againſt him that I 5... 
Redeemed us,in/peci«/,irwould lifcup the heads par 
of che Saints in To day : After all the fearsof Bf ©, 
our own hearts,and the ſlanderous Accuſations , 
of Satan and the world, Thatwe wereeither im- I ;,.. 
penitenc Infidels,orHypocrices,Chriſt willthen Ip. 
Juſtifie us,and pronounce usRighreous.So much Þ ,y,. 
for the Condition ts which they are Judped: thar 
2. The Reaſon or Cauſe of this Juſtificati- W .: 
onof the Saints, is given us both 1; Ina ge Aon 
geral denomination,and 2.In a particular De | -, 
ſcription. - 1. In Genergl, it is becauſe they 


were Rghroows, as is evident, Afets. 25: 46 
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certainly never do ſo himſelf. | 
Indeed he will Juſtifie them that are ſinners} 
but not againſt the Accufation that they are ſin=. 
ers ; bur againſt the Accufation, 'that they are 
{niey of puniſhment for ſin : but that is, becauſe 


e firſt made them juſt ; and ſo Juſtifiable, by 
pardoning their fin, through the blood of 
Chriſt. 4 pe” 

Andits truealſo, that he will Juſtike thoſe 
that were wicked,but not thoſe that are wicked 
bat Judgement findeth them as Death leavetly 
them, and he will not take them for wicked, 
that are ſanRified and cleanſed of their former 
wickedneſs, So that Chriſt will firſt pardon 
them before he Juſtifie them againſt the charge 


of being ſinners in general; and he will firſt 


give men Faith, Repentance, and new Obedt- 
ence, before he will Juſtifie them againſt the 
| [ chargd, 


| (112) 
charge of being impendtent, Tafidels or Hyps- 
crites, al apr 7p nm; unpardoned , and 
bly gy amnation. This wokal 


er ove: chem juſt. . 

2. The Reaſon of the Sentence, particularly 
Deſcribed, is from theiy Faith and Love to 
Chriſt, expreſſed in their Qbedience, ſelf-de 
nyaland forſaking all for him. For 7 was haw 
£7 and 1c fron me; 1wai thirſty and ye gave m 

drink; I was a frranger and je took me. in; Na- 
| hedavdye cloathed me : 1 was ck andye viſ ted 
me; { wasin  priſog and Je came to me. Verily | 
fay unto you, .in as mach as ye have done it to. on | 
47 he leaſt of theſe my Brethren,ye have doneit 
ungo me, Mar. 25,35-t0 41. Herejs 1. The 
uſal ronjupRtion for. 2, Apd the Cauſeor 
Rea ſon it ſelf. 

Cancerning both which, obſerve, 1. How 
it is that mans obedience. and ſelf denyal is 
the Reaſon and Caule of his Juſtification. 

by.it is that God will have the Reaſon or 
Cave thus declared in the Sentence. 

For the firſt , obſerve that its one thing to 

ire a, Reaſon of the Sentence, and another 
$8 to. expreſs the Canſe, ofthe Benefit, Gs 
vea, us-by the promiſe, and Zudged to us by the 
Sewewe: Mans Obedience was no prope i 


| Cauſc 
S- 
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Cauſe why God did in this life G:ze pardon of 
firco us, or a Right to glory : much leſs of his 
Giving Chriſt to dye for us. And therefore as 
to'our Conſtitutive Juſtification at our Con- 
verſion, we muſt nor ſay or thivk, that God 
doth Juſtife us, For, or Becax/e of any works 
of our Obedi Legal or Evangelical, But 
when God'hatll Juſtified us, when he comes 
to give a Reaſon of his Sentencein Judgement, 
hemay and will fetch that Reaſon partly from 
our Obedience, or our performance of the 
Conditions of the New Covenant. For as in 
this life, we had a Righteouſneſs conſiſting in 
free pardon of all fin through the blood of 
 EChrift, and a Righreonſneſs conſiſting in our 
perſonal performance of the Conditions of the 
promiſe which giveth that pardon and con- 
tinueth it to us : ſoat Judgement we ſhall ac= 
cordingly be juſtified. Andasour Evangelt- 
al perſonal Righteouſnets, commonly called 
\ Binberent, was at firſt only in our Faith and Re= 
« Epencance, and Diſpoſition ro obey : but after- 
ward in our aRual fincere Obedience, in whick 
ſenſe we are Conſtitutively Juſtified or made 
Righteous here by our works, in Fames his 
© Wiſenſe, ?ames 2.24. ſo accordingly a double 
- Reaſon will be aſfigned ofour ſencential Juſtifi= 
ation; one from our pardon by Chriſts blood 
and merits 3 which will prove our Right toIm- 
| : LI 2 punity 


| _ JISP... 
punity and*to Glory. The other from our 
own Faith arid holy Obedience, which will 
prove our Right to that pardon throughChriſt, 
and tothe free Gift of a Right to glory : and 
ſo this laſt is to be pleaded in ſubordination to , 
the former. For Chriſt is become the Au- 
thor of Ecernal ſalvation ta ; eqthat Obey 
him. Heb.5.9. He thereforeWit will be ſaved, 
muſt have a Chrift to ſave him as the Author, 
and an Obedience to that Chriſt as the Conditi- 
on of that ſalvation; and conſequently both | 
muſt be declared in the Judgement. | 
The Reaſon why the Judge doth mention 
our Good works, rather then our Believing, 
may be becauſe choſe holy ſelf-denying exprel- 
fions of Faith and Love to Chriſt do contain 
or certainly imply Faith in them, as the life of 
the tree is inthe fruit : but faith doth contain 
our works of Obedience but only as their cauſe, 
Theſe works alſo are a part of the perſonal 
Righreouſneſs which is ro be enquired afcer, 
that is,we ſhall not be judged righreous,meeriy 
becauſe we have Believed, but alſo becauſe we 
have added to our Faith vertue , and have im- 
- proved our Talents, and have loved Chriſt to 
the hazard of all for his ſake, For it is not on- 
ty or principally for the goodneſs of the work 
conſidered iwit ſelf, or the good that is done by 
it to the poor ; but it is as theſe works did - 
; preſs, 


(125) _ | 
my our Faith and Love to Chriſt by doing 
im the moſt coſtly and hazardous ſervice, 
that by Faich we could ſee Chriſt in a poor hgg- 
gar or a priſoner ; and could love Chriſt in 
theſe better then our worldly goods or liberties; 
which we muſt part wich, or hazard by the 

works that are here mentioned. 

2. The Reaſons why Chriſt will ſo publick- 
ly Declare the perſonal righteouſneſs of men,;o .. 
be the Reaſon or Cauſe of his juſtifying ſen- 
tence, it is becauſe ir is the buſineſs of chat day, 
not only to glorifie Gods meer Love and Mer- 
cy, but eminently to glorifie his Remunerative 
juſtice ; and not only to expreſs his love to the 


{- © Ele, as ſuch, but to expreſs his love to them 
in W as Faithful and Obedient, and ſuch as have de- 
of W nyed all for Chriſt;. and loved God above all ; 


And to ſhew his juſtice to the men, and faithful- 
neſs in fulfilling all his promiſes, and alſo his 
holineſs in the highkeſtimation of the holineſs of 


r, 0 bis people. I ſhall expreſs this in the words of a 
ly MW Learned Divine (Dr. 71/5 againſt Mr. Corron, 
ic il pag. 40 ) Was there wo more in Gods intention 
n- hen he elefied ſome, then the manifeſtation of 
to the riches of bis glorious grace? Did not God par- 
n- Wh foſe alſo to manifeſt the glory of his Remmnerative 


fuftice ? It is not nndenyable that God will be- 
tow Salvation on all his Eleft ( of ripe years ) 
by way of reward and Crown of righteonſneſs, 
Et" > "© | which 


#*- 
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which Ged the Righteous Fudge will give? 2. Tim, 
4. 2 Thel. 1, 1c 6s great pitty this is not conſi- 
dered, as uſually it is net « Efpecially for the 
momentous Conſequenee thereof in my judgement. 
! $0 far he. | 
| So much of the Sentence bf Juſtification which 
| ſhall be paſſed by Chriſt at Judgement upon the | 
| Righteous. - | | 
2. We are next to conſider of the Sentence 
of Condemnation which ſhall chen by Chriſt Þ 
be paſſed on the unrighteous. Which is deli» Þþ 
vered eo us by Chriſt, AZat.25. in the ſame or- Þþ 
der as the former. | 
This Sentence containeth, 1. The Con- 
| _ it ſelf. 2. The Reaſonor Cauſe 
OT It. | 
| The Condemnation expreſſerh the miſery 
| which they are Judgedto. 1. Generally inthe 
| Denomination , Vw 2. Particularly by 
| Deſcription of their Curſed ſtate. 
| To be cxrſcd, is to be a people deſtinated 
þ and adjudged to utter unhappineſs; to all kind 
| of mifery without remedy. A 
| 2, Their Czr/zd condition is deſcribed inthe 8 
next words, Depart from me into Everlaſting fir: i 
prepared for the Devil and bis Angels. 

I. Depart : From whom ? from the God that 
made them in his Imape. From the Redeemer 
char bought them by the price of his blood, and 

. Es. | offerel 


—— i, wan = wo 4a oe wma Try pr_myFfi.c a, = Kr (& am © ws tec, hoax Woh, yood fo. 09S Oy 


A rr eee ee ee ee Es en es et ee EE A yt rs a ee yr 6 995 rH A In ene en eee —- 


— 


(117) 
offered to ſave them freely, for all their unwor: 
thyneſs, and many a time intreated-them co 
Accept his offer, that their fouls mighrlive: 
| From the Holy Ghoſtrhe SanRifier and catg- 
| forter of the faichfal, who firove with'thetr 
| hearts, till chey quenched and expelled him: © 
| ſad Departing ! who'wonld' not echetr chooſe 
| rather to Depart from all the friendshe had in 
| the world, and from, any thing imaginable ; 
| from: his life, from himſelf, if jt were poſſible, 
| then from Chriſt ? Depart « from ger dogs 7 
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(438) 
mer Del from theſe they muſt Depart: not 
from Cj ht that will go with'ther. Bur 
the Liberty. of committing that parc of it which 
was erect cog -as Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, 
redgra, Idlenels, andaljl Voluptuouſneſs , 
Fom thel they muſt Depare.,, Bur chis is con- 
ſequential; It-is: Chriſtand the poſſibility 
E lalvation, that they are Sentenced ro Depart 
oM..:. 

Bur : hither muſt they. Depart ? I. Into 
fire. 2: nto ax fire which was prepared for 
fr 'Devil and and bis Angels. 3. Into everlaſting 

re. 
gate Noe 11 to, a riding, buta 7 ormenting 

C Elementary.or not ;. whether 
pate wf or. Meraph orically: called fire, let us 
not vainly Eau ko TE ro enquire. It is 
enough toknow, thatasf fireis one ofthe molt 
Fil be hl nal Ty the fleſh, Þ goieron 

ce iafer Lo ana £0 ole 

File and body x. ;: ſuchazzs molt fily xepre- 
Fented T0. us way Re _—_ of. fre, and of 
abrrni, Frets rg pepwnbs ieving ſoul 
of it; 1but woe, and;.ten 
Dr ro them that mult. endureit! In 
is lite they. had. er good things things, when it 
cial ;35,t0. 
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2. But 


St f EI er men ; 
| you es men L as 20dy 


| CH:  - 
-2. But whiy is it called 4 fire prepared for the 


Devil andi bis Angels ? 2. What is this Devil 


that hack"Angels e- 2,, Whoare his Arigels ? 
3. When was it prepared for them? 4. Was it 
not alſo-prepared for wicked men ? To: theſe 
in order. -':-.. - | | 
1: It ſeems by many paſſages in Scripture, 
that there is an Order among Spirits, both 
Good and: Bad ; and that-there 1s one Devil 
thac is the Prince over thereſt. COD 
. 2, Itſeems therefore that-ns thereſt of the 
evil ſpirits, that are called bis Augels. And 
ſome think that the wicked who ſerved him in 
this life, ſhall bE numbred with his Angels in 
the life ro come. - Indeed the Apoſile calls him 
The God of this world, 2 Cor.4.4. as is ordina- 
rily Judged by Expoſitors;and the Prince of the 
10wer of the. Ayr, the Spirit that now workerth in 
he childrew of diſobedience. Eph.2.2. And he 
calleth falſe ſeducing Teachers the JLinifters of 
Satan. 2 Cor:11.15. But that wicked menare 
2ere meant as part of his Angels, is not clear. 
- 3. If ic be the preparation of Gods purpoſe 


| 4hatisheremeant, thenit was from Erernity ; 


wtific be any Commination of God as Ruler 
afthe Angels, then was this fire prepared for 


_ -themConditionally,from the beginning of char 


. pantationy and was: De tothem at their 
all, - | £4 $0. © Wks” } | 


4. It. 


— 
.4- It ſeems that the Reaſon why here isn0 
mearion of preparing Hell-fire for the wicked, 
bur oaly for the Devils, is not becanſeindeed ic 
24: nat prepared alſo for the wicked z but to 
note that it is theTormenc which-was firf pre- 
parcd for, or aſligned to the Devils, thereby 
ſhewingthe greacneG of the miſery of the wick- 
ed, that the Devil and his Angels muſt be their 
Companions. Though ſome think, as is ſaid 
before,that the reaſon why wicked-men are not 
mentioned here, is, becauſe they are part of the 
Angels of che Devil, and ſo included. And 
- fomethink ic is purpoſely ro manifeſt Gods Ge- 


neral Love to mankind, chat prepared not Hel | 


| For them, bur they caſt themſelves into the Hel 


prepared for the Devils. Bur the.firſ ſeems to 


\ . bechecrue ſenſe. mowad:d ho 

.. And how apparently Rigtteous are the 
Jadgements of the Lord ! that choſe: men who 
"would here entercainthe Devil intocheir hearts 
and daily familiari:y,ſhould be then entertained 
by-bim into 4 place of Torments; and- thetc 
remain for ever in his ſociery ! Though few ci- 
tertained him into Viſible familiarity wich ther 
bodies as Witches do, who ſo make him ther 


Familiar; yerall wicked men do entertain hin- 


in:'0more fulland conſtant familiarity with thir 
fouls then theſe witches do with their bolis ; 


how familiar is be in their thoughts, ” fil 
| | ly 
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thein with vanity,luſt, or revenge ! How fwd. 
lier is be in their hearts to fill them with cove- 
couſneſs, malice, pride, or the like evils ? and to 

baniſh all choughts of returning to God,and to 
quench every motion that tendeth to their 
recovery > How familiar is he with them, even 
when they ſeem to be worſhiping God: in 


| the publike Aſſemblies ; ſtealing the word out 


of their hearts, filling them with vain and wan- 
driog thoughts, blinding their minds that they 
cannot underſtand the plaineſt words that we . 
are able to ſpeak to them, and filling chem with 
a proud rebellion api M@Direthion of their 
Teachers, and an obſtinatEfefuſal to be ruled 
by them, be the matter never ſo neceſlary to 
their own ſalvation ? How familar are theſe 
evil Spirits in their houſes, filling them with ig- 
norance, worldlineſs, and ungodlineſs, and tur- 
ning out Gods ſervice, ſo that they do not pray 
together once-in a day, or perhaps at all ? 
How famil;arly doth Satan yſe their tongues, 
in curſing, ſwearing, lying, ribaldry,backbiting, 
or ſlandring?andis it not juſt withGod to make 
theſe fiends their fami/iarsin Torment, with 
whom they entrtained ſuch famil;arity in in? 


 AsChriſt with all the Blefſed Angels and Saints 


will make but one Kingdom or family,and ſhall 
live altogether in perperual Delights; ſothe 
'Devil and: all his Hethſh Angels and wicked 

whey men 
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rien ſhall make bur one houſe-held, and ſhafl 
live alcogether in perpetual miſery. O poor 


* finners | you are not. troubled now at his pre- 


ſence and power in your hearts, buc will 
you nor then be croubled at his preſence and 
rormenting power ? As long as you do not 


fee him,lec him do what he will with you, it 


orieves you little or nothing at all, but what 


' will you ſay when-you »w#ſt ſee him, and abide 
' with him for ever? Oh Sirs, his name is eaſy 


heard, bur his company will be terrible to the 
ſtouteſt heart alve. He ſheweth you a ſmi- 
pteth you, but he hath a 
grimmer faceto ſh&w you, when temptations 
have conquered you, and torments mult ſuc- 
ceed ! As thoſe that write of Witches, ſay, 
he appeareth ar firſt co them in ſome comely 
rempring ſhape, till he have them faſt tyed co 
him;; and then. he beats them, and affrights 
them, and ſeldom appears to them but in ſome 


- ugly heiv. Belieye ir, poor ſinners, you do not 


hear or ſee the worſt of him, when you are mer- 


. Ty abour your ſinful Pleaſures, and Rejoycing 


in your Hopes of the Commodities or Prefer- 
ments of che world ': he hath another kind 
of; Voice which you muſt heer, and another 
Face to ſhew you, that will make you know a 


_ #hitle berrer, whom you had todo with! You 


would be afraid now co meet bim in the dark : 
git what 


(123 ) 
what will you be to live with him ineverlaſting 
darkneſs? Then you wit know who it was that 
you entertained and obeyed, and- plaid with in 
your ſins. na cerlon * 

3. Andas the Text tells us, that it is 4 fire 
prepared for the Devil and: hus «Angels: So it 
telleth us, that it is As everlaſting fire. It had 
a beginning, bur it ſhallhave noend. Tf theſe 
wretches would havechoſen the ſervice of God, 
theywould have met with no difficulty or troy- 
ble, but what would have had a ſpeedy end. 
Poverty and Injuries would have had an end: 
ſcorns and abuſes would bave had an end : faſt. 
ing, humiliation, ſorrow for ſin, watching, and 
fighting againſt our ſpiritual enemies, would all 
have had an end: But to avoid theſe,they choſe 
thac eaſe, that pleaſure, which bath brought 
them to thac- torment which »ever will have 
end. I have ſaid ſo much of theſe things alread 
- inmy Book called the Saints Reſt, that I wi 
' now ſay but this much. Ir is one of the wonders 
\ of the world, how men that do believe, 

- orthink they do believe this word of Chriſt to 
| betrue, that the wicked ball go into Evirlaſting 
fire, can yet venture on in ſo boldly, and live 
init ſo fearleſly, or ſleep quietly till they are 
out of this unſpeakable Danger ! Only the 
Commonneſs of it, and the known wickedneſy 
of mans heart, doth make this leſs _ 

Ts And- 


' (124) 
And were there nothing elſe to convince us 
that ſinners. are Mad and Dead. asto fpiritual 
things, this were enough, Thatever the great- 
eſt pleaſures or profits of the world,or the moſt 
enticihg baits that the Devil can offer them, 
ſhouldonce prevail with them to forget theſe 
endleſs things, and draw them to reje& an E- 
verltaſtingGlory,and caſt themſelves deſperately 
into Everlaſting fire; Yea andall this under dai- 
Iy warnings and inſtruRions ; and when its told 
them before hand by the God of Truth him- 
ſelf! For the Lords ſake, Sirs,and for your ſouls 
ſakes, if you care not what Miniſters ſay, or 
what ſuch as I ſay, yet will you ſoberly read now 
and then this 25. Chapter of father, and 
Regard what is rold you by him that muſt be 
your Judge ! and now and then bethink your 
ſelves ſoberly, whether theſe are matters for 
wiſe men to make light of * and whacir is 
to be Everiaftingly in Heaven or #n Hell 


"2. We have ſeen what is the Penalty contained 
. 41nthe ſentence againſt the ungodly ; The next 
thing that the Text dire us to,is the Cauſe or 
| Reaſon of the Sentence, verf. 42. For I was 
 hungry,and ye gave me nomeat, &c.The Reaſon 
not givenexpreſly either for their ſin againſt 
the Law of works, that is, Becauſe they were 
lingers, and not prietly Innocent _ yet 

Ws | ron. 
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from their unbeliefwhich is the great ſin apainſF 
che Law of Grace : But it is given from their 
not expreffing their Faith and Love to Chriſt 
in _ of mercy and ſelf.denyal. And why is 
this ſo ? | 

1. Wermuſt not ſuppoſe that theſe words of 
Chriſt do expreſs the hole Judicial proceſs in 
every point ; bur the chief parts. It is fuppoſed 
that all men are convicted of being ſinners a- 
gainſt the perfe& Law of the Creator, and that 
they are guilty of Death for that fin: and thar 
there is no way but by Chriſt to obtain delive- 


| rance.But becauſcall this muſt be acknowledg. 


ed by the righteous themſelves, as well as by 
the wicked, therefore Chriſt. doth not mention 
this,bur that only which is the curning point or 
cauſe in the Judgement. - For it is not all ſin- 


-nersthar ſhall be finally Condemned, bue all 
| [mpenitent,Unbelieving ſinners, who have Re- 


belled finally againſt their Redeemer. 

2, Andthe reaſon why Faith ic ſelf is not 
expreſſed, is. 1. Becauſe it is clearly implyed, 
and ſo is love to Chriſt as Redeemer : in that 
they ſhould have Relieved {hriff himſelf in 
his members : that is, as its expreſſed, Marth. 
10.42. they ſhould have received a Prophet 
in the name of a Prophet ; and a Diſciple in 
the name of a Diſciple ; All ſhould be done 
for Chriſts ſake ; which could not be, __ 

, tiey 
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theyBelieved in him, and Loved him: 2. Alſo 
becauſe char:the bare AR of Believingis not all 
thar'@hciſt-requireth'to a mans final Juſtifica- 
tion.and Salvation; But holy ſelf-denying O- 
bedience muſt be added. And therefore this 
is-Siyen.as the Reaſon of their Condemnation 
thatthey did not ſoobey. + (+ 
' >Wemuſt obſerve alſo, that Chriſt here put- 
teth>che! ſpecial for 'the general; 'that is, one 
way of ſelf-denying Obedience, andexpreflion 


| of Love, inſtead of ſuch Obediente in general 


For all men tave.not ability toretieve-thoſe in 
miſery, being perhaps'ſomeof-chem poor them- 
ſelves. Bur all have that Loveandſelf.denyal, 
which will ſome way expreſs itſelf. Andall have 
hearts and a Diſpoſition to do thus, if they had 
ability ; without ſuch a Diſpoſitiong'none: can 
be faved. : Fen th LITIOTL 
-z Te:15 the fond conceit of ſome, that if they 
have any love to the godly,or wiſh them well,it 
isenough to-prove them happy: But Chriſt here 
purpoſely lets us know that whoever. doth not 
Love him at ſo high a rate, as that he can part 
with his ſubſtanceor any thing in the world,to 
thoſe uſes which he ſhall require them, even to 
relieve his ſervants. in- want and ſufferings for 
the maſters ſake,thatman is none of ChriſtsDil- 
ciple, nor will be owned by hint at the laſt. 


XI. THE 


( 127) 


26 þ 


23 
4 


XT. 4+ HE next point that we come to, is 
to (hew you the Propertzes of this 
Sentence at judgement, | 
When man had broken the Law of his Cre- 
ator at the firſt, he was lyable to the Sentence 
of Death, and God preſently ſate in judge» 
ment on him, and ſentenced him to ſome part 
ofthe Puniſhment which he had deſerved ; but 
upon the Interpoſition of the Son, he before 
thereſt, reſolved on a way that might rend ts 
lis Recovery ; and Death is due yet to every 
finner for every fin which be commits, till a 
pardon do acquit him. But this Sentence whictt 
will paſs on ſinners at the laſt judgemenr, doth 
much differ from thac which was paſſed on the 
firſtſin, or which is Due accotding to the Law 
of works alone; for, EX. | 
I. Asto the Penalty, called the pain of Loſs, 
the firſt judgement did deprive man of the fa- 
vour of his Creacor, but the ſecond will deprive 
him of the favour both of the Creator and Res* 
deemer; the firſt judsement deprived him of the 
Benefics of Innocency: the ſecond deprives him 
of the Benefits of Redemption ; the loſs of his 
hopesand poſſibility of a pardon; of the Spirit, 
of Juſtification and Adoption, and of the = - 
> Te, ro 
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fires which Conditionally were promiſed and 
offered him , theſe are the Puniſhments of the 
laſt Judgement, which the Law of works did 
never threaten to the firſt man, or to any, asit 
ood alone, 

Alſo the loſs of glory as recovered, is the pro+ 
per penalty of the violated Law of Grace: 
which is more chen the firit loſs. Asif a man 
ſhould loſe his Parſe the ſecond time,when ano- 
ther bath once found it for bim;or rather as ifa 
Traytor Redeemed by another, and having his 
life and honours offered him,if he will chankful- 
ly accept it and come in,ſhould by his refuſal & 
obſtinacy,loſe this recovered life, which is offer. 
ed him;w*® is an addition to his former penalty. 

Beſides that the Higher degree of Glory will 
be loſt, which Chriſt would beſtow on him, 
morethan was loſt at firſ*, The very work of 
che Saints in heaven, will be to Praiſe and Glo- 


rifie him that Redeemed them ; and the Father 
in him;which would not have been the work of 


man,ifhe had been innocent. 

2. Asto the pain of fence,the laſt Judgement 
by the Redeemer will Sentence them to a far 
forer puniſhment then would have befaln them, 
if no Saviour had been offered chem, Heb.10, 
29. The conſcience of «4daw. if he had not 
been Redeemed, would never have tormentel 


him for RejeRing a Redeemer,nor for refuſing 
or 
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or abuſing his gracious offers, and his mercies ; 
nor for the forfeiting of a Recovered Happi- 
neſs; nor for refuſing the eafie terms of the 
Goſpel, which would have given him Chriſt 
and Salvation for the Accepting; nor for neg- 

leRing any means chat tended to Recovery: no 

nor for refuſing Repentance unto Life, nor for 

diſobeying a Redeemer that bought him by his 

blood. Asall theſe are the penalties of the 

Redeemers Law and judgement, (0 is it a ſorer 

penalty then Conſcieace would have inflited 

meerly for not being perfetly innocent : and 

they will be far ſoarer gripings and gnawings of 
the never-dying worm for che abuſe of theſe 

Talents, than if we had been never truſted with 

any after our firſt forfeiture. Yea and God 

himſelf will accordingly proportion his puniſh- 

ments, So that you ſee that privatively and 

poſitively,or as to their Loſs and their Feeling, 

the Redeemer will paſs on them a heavier doom 

then the Creator did, or would have'done at- 

cording to the firſt Law to perfe& man, 

3. Another Property of the judgement 
of Chriſt, is, that rt will be Final, Peremptory, 
«nd Excluding all further hopes or poſſibilities of 
4 Remedy. So was not the firſt Judgement of 
the Creator upon faln man. Though the Law 
of pare Nature knew no Remedy, nor ggve 
man any hope, of a Redeemer : yer did it not 

K 2 exclud? 
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exclude a Remedy, nor put in any bar apainſt 


one ; bunt God was free to Recover his Creature 


if he pleaſed. But in the Law of Grace he 
bath reſolved, that there ſhajl be no more a- 
crifice for ſin, bur a fearful looking for of Judge- 
- ment and fire which ſhall devour the adverſarie, 
_ Heb. 10.26. 27. and that the fire ſhall be E- 
verlaſting, the worm ſhall not dye, and the fire 
ſhall not be quenched, 2Zar.25. wit. at. 13. 
42,50. fohn 5-27. Mat.5.26. Mat.3.12.and 
Lnhe 3.17. Mark 9. 43, 44, 45, 46,48. He 
that now breaketh chat pure Law that requireth 
perfect innocency ( as we have all done) may 
fly co the Promiſeof Grace in Chriſt, and Ap- 
peal to the Law of Liberty, or deliverance, to 
be Judged by that. But he that falls under 
the penalty of that Law which ſhould have 
faved him, asall final Unbelievers and Impeni- 
- tent Ungodly perſons do, hath noother to Ap- 
peal to. Chriſt would have been a Sanuary 
and Refuge to thee from the Law of works, 
hadſt thou but Come in to him : But who ſhall 
be a Refuge to thee from the wrath of Chriſt? 
The Goſpel would have freed thee from the 
Curſe of the Law of works,if thou had but be- 
lieved and obeyed it : But what ſhall free thee 
from the Condemnation of the Goſpel ? Had 
there no Accuſation lain againſt thee, but that 
thou walt in-general a ſinner, that 1s, that gr 
One B Wa 
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waſt not perfectly Innocent, Chriſt would have 
anſwered chat charge by his blood. Buc ſeeing 
thou arc alſo guilty of thoſe ſpecial fins which 
he never ſhed his blood for, who ſhall deliver 
thee from chat Accuſezion 2 When Chriſt gave 

* himſelf a-ranſom for ſinners, it was with this 
reſolution both in the Father and himſelf, thar 
none ſhould ever be Pardoned, Juſtified or Saved 


re 

3. | Þy that ranſom, char did not in the time of 

nd Þ this life, ſincerely. return to God by Faith in 
the Redeemer, and live in-fincere obedience to 


him, and perſevering herein. So that he plainly 
excepted final Infidelity, Impenitency andRebel- 


ay 

p- I} lion from pardon : He never dyed for the final 
to || non-performance of the-conditionsof the New 
er | covenant. So that his judgement for theſe will 


be peremprory and remedileſs.If you ſay, Why 
cannot God find out aremedy for this ſin, as 


p- | vellas he did for the firlt ? I fay, God cannot 
ry Nye, 7ie. 1. 2, He muſt be True and Faithful, 
xs, I} as neceſſarily as he muft be God, becauſe of 
all Þ the Abſolute perfection of his nature ; and he 
ſt bath ſaidand reſolved, that there ſhall be ng 
he I} more remedy, 


Many other Properties of Gods judgement 
general there are, asthat Righteouſneſs, Im- 
partiality,Tnflexibility,and the like, : which. be- 
cauſe I would not make my Diſcourſe coo long, 
[ will paſs. over, contenting my ſelf with the 

| | K 3 mention 


ES. 
mention of theſe which are Proper to the Judg- 
ment of the Redeemer according to his own 
Laws in ſpecial. ; 


XII. T HE twelfch and faſt thing which 1 
promiſed to unfold,is, The Execu- 
 tiow of this Judgement. Here | ſhould ſhew you 
both the certainty of the Execution, and by 
whom it will be, and how : but having done all 
this already in the third Part of the foreſaid 
Book of Reft, 1 ſhall now only givethis brief 
rouch of it, ; 
No ſooner is the dreadful Sentence paſt, 
Go ye curſed into Everlaſting fire, but away they 
. muſt be gone : There is no delay : much leſs 
- any Reprieveto beexpeRed; and yet much leſs 
1s there any hope of an Eſcape. If the Judge 
onceſay,T ake hin Zaylor;and if Chriſt ſay,T ake 
him Devils, you that Ruled and Deceived him, 
wow Torment him, all the world cannot reſcue 
one ſuch ſoul. Ir will be in vain to look about 


for help. Alas there is none bur Chriſt 


can help you; and'he will not, becauſe you 

refuſed his help : Nay, we may fay, He can- 

wot ; not for want of Power ; but becauſe he 

is True and Juſt, and therefore will make good 

that word which you believed not. It isin vain 
then to cry to hilsto fall on you,and the moun: 
> rains 


—_ Wm > 4... yy cc > Py, >» 


(133) 
| tains to cover you from the preſence of him 
that Gtteth on the Throne. 7 will be in vain 
now to Repent; and wiſh you had noc ſleighted 
your ſalvation, nor fold it for a little pleaſure 
to-your fleſh.It will be then in vaia co cry Lord, 
Lord, open to #s ;, O ſpareus ; O-pityus; O do 
nt caſt us into theſe bideons flames | Do not turs 
#s among Devils | do not Torment thy Redeem- 
B ones in this fire | All this will be then too 
-ZItE, 

. Poor ſinner, whoever thou art that readeſt or 
heareſt theſe lines, 1 beteech thee in compaſſion 
to rhy ſoul, Conſider, How fearful the caſe of = 
that man will be, that is newly doomed to the 
Everlaſting fire, and is haled to the Execution 
without Remedy 1 And what mad men are 


thoſe that now do no more to prevent fuch a 
miſery, when they might do it on ſuch eafie 
terms, and now have ſo fair an opportumty in 
their hands? - _ - 


Therime was-when Repentance might have 
done thee good : but They all thy Repentings 
| bein vain. Now-while the day of thy Viſitation 
' Jaſteth, hadſt thou but a heart to pray and cry 
for mercy,infaith and fervency through Chriſt, 
thou mighteſt be beard. But then Praying and 
Crying will do no good, ſhould(i rhou roar 
out in the extremity of thy horror and amaze- 
rent, and beſeech the Lord Jeſus bur to for- 
i | F _ give 
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give thee one fin, or to ſend thee on earth once 
more, and to try thee once again in the fleſh; 
whether thou'wouldſt not love him, and lead 
an holy life, it would be all in vain. Shouldſt 
thou beſeech him by all the mercifulneſs of his 
nature, by all his ſufferings and bloody death, 
by all the merciful promiſes of his Goſpel, ir 
would beall in vain.' Nay, ſhouldſt thou beg 
but- one daiesreprieval, or to ſtay one hour be- 
, fore thou were caſt into thoſe flames, it would 
not be heard, it would do thee no good. How 
earneſtly djd.a deceaſed Gentleman, Zake 16. 
24. beg of Abraham for one drop of water 
from the tip of Lazarnuss finger to cool his 
tongue, becauſe he was rormentedin the flame? 
And what the better was he? He was. ſent to 
Remember that he had his Good things in this 
life ; and that Remembrance would torment 
him more. Anddo not wonder or think much 
at this,that Chriſt will nor then be intreared by 
the ungodly. You ſhall then have a Remember 
Too from Chriſt or Conſcience. He may foon 
ſtop thy mouth, and leave thee ſpeechleſs, and 
fay, Remember, man, that I did one day ſend thee 
# Meſſage of peace, and thou wonlaft not hear it. 
T once did ſtoop to Beſeech thee to return. and thou 
wouldſt not hear. l beſought thee by the tender mer- 
| Cles of God ; 1 beſought thee by all the Love that 
Thad feewed theſe ; by my holy Life , by my yt 
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fed Death: by the Riches of my Grace: by the of - 
fers of my Glory : and 1 could not get thee to fore 
ſake the world, to deny the fleſh, to leave one belo- 

ved fin for all this ! 1beſought thee over and over 


again! [ent-many 4 Minifter to thee in my name: 


Twaited outhee many 4 day, and year, and all . 
would wot do : thou wouldſt not Conſider, Return 
and Live: And now it is too late : my ſentence 
is paſt, and cannot be recalled : Away from me 
thou worker of iniquity, HAat.7.22,23, 

Ah Sirs,what a caſe then is che poor deſperate 
ſinner left in / How can I write this, or how 
can you that read or hear it, without trembling 

once think of the Condition that ſuch forlorn 


. wretches will bein ! When they look above 


them,and ſee the God that bath forſaken them, 
becauſe they forſook hum firlt; when they look 
about chem, and ſee the Saints on one hand 
whom they deſpiſed, now ſentenced unto Glo- 
ry :' and the wicked on the other hand 
whom they accompanied and imitated, now 
Judged with them to everlaſting miſery:when 
they look below them, and ſee the flames thar 
they muliabide in,even for evermore:and when 
the Devils begin to hale them to the Executi- 
on:Oh poor ſouls! Now what would they give 
for a Chriſt,for a promiſe, for a time of Repen- 


 tance,for a Sermon of mercy, which once they 


ſlept under,or made no account of Howis = 
caſc 
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caſe a{cered now wich them ! who would think 
that theſe are the ſame men, that made light of 


all chip on earth, that ſo ſtoutly ſcorned the re. dj 


proofs of the word, that would be worldly, and 
 feſhly, and drunk, and proud, let Preachers 
ſay what they would, and perhaps bated thoſe 

that drd give them warning. Now they are of 
another minde ; bur all too late. Oh were there 
any place for Reſiſtance, how would they 
draw back, and lay hold of any thing, before 
- they would be dragged away into thoſe flames! 
But there isno reſiſting ; Sactans Temptations 
might have been reſiſted, but hisExecutions can- 
not; Gods Judgements might have been Pre- 
vented by Faith and Praycr, Repentance and 
aholy life ; but they cannot be reſiſted when 
the arenot prevented. Glad would the miſera- 
ble finer be,if he might but tarn to nochivg and. 
ceaſe to be , or that he might be any ching 
rather chan a reaſonable creature :. but theſe 
wiſhes are all in vain, There #s ove Time, and 
one Way of a ſinners Deliverance ; If he fail in 
that one, he perifheth for ever : all the world 
cannot help him afrer that. 2 Cor. 6. 2. 1have 
beard thee 193 a time accepted: and in the day of 
ſalvation have I ſaccored thee: Behold now ts the 
Accepted time : behold now © the day of ſalvati- 
0x. Now he faith, Rev. 3: 20. Behold, 1 ftand 
Kt the door and hnock ; If any man hear my _u 
AL 
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and open the door, ] will come to hins, and will 


ſup with him, and he with me. Bur for the time 


to come hereafter, hear what he faith, Prov.1. 
24,25,26. Becanſe I have called, and ye Refw- 
fed, 1 have ftreched out myhand, and 10 man re- 
garaed; But ye have ſet at nenght all my counſels, 
and wenld none of my Reproof : 1alſo will laugh 
at your Calamity, 1 will mock when your fear 
cometh : when your fear cometh as Deſolation, 
aud your deſtruftion cometh a whirlewind : 
when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you : thes 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not. «A nſwer ; 
they ſhall ſeek, me early, but thty ſhall net find me, 
for that they hated knowledge, and did not chooſe 


the fear of the Lord , They wonld none of my 


connſels : they deſpiſed all my Reproofs , therefore 
frall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be 
filled with their own devices; for the T arning 
away of the ſimple ſhall ſlay them, and the proſpe- 
rity of fools ſhall deſtroy them , But who ſo hark: 


' meth ro me, ſhall dawel ſafely, and ſhall be quiet 
\ fromfear of evil, I have recited all theſe words 
/- that you may ſee and conſider, whether I have 
\ ſpokeany other thing than God himfelf bath 


plainly told you of. 

Having ſaid this much of che Certainty of the 
Execution, I ſhould next have ſpoke ſome- 
what ofthe manner and the Inſtruments, and 


have ſhewed how God will be for ever the 


Principal 
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Principal Cauſe,and Satan and their own Con. 
ſciences the Inſtruments, in part: andin what 
manner Conſcience will do its part, and how 
impoſſible it will be co quiet or reſiſt it. But 
having ſpoke ſo much of all this atready elſe- 
where, as is ſaid before, | will forbear here to 
repeat it, leaving the Reader that deſireth ir, 
there to peruſe ir, A 


FR 


The Uſes, 


= a 


Uſe. 1, "Fd Eloved hearers, it was not to fill 

| your fancies with news that 
God ſent me hither this day + nor to tell you 
- of matters that nothing concern you : nor by 


ſome terrible words to bring you to an hours 
amazement and no more : But it1s to tell you 
_of things that your eyes ſhall ſee, and co fore- 
' tell you of your danger while it may be pre. 
vented, that your precious ſouls may be-ſaved 
at the laſt, and you may ſtand before God 
wich comfort at that day : Bar becauſe this 
will not be every mans caſe, no nor the 
caſe of moſt, I muſt in the name of Chriſt deſire 
you to make this day an enquiry into your own 
ſouls, and as in the preſence of God let your 
hearcs make anſwer to theſe' few Queſtions 
which I ſhall propound and debate wich gon 
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Wn £ O you ſoundly Believe this Do- 

- [ Q7ine which Thave preached to 
10u ? What ſay you Sirs? do you verily Believe 
itas a moſt certain Truth, that you and, and 
all the world muſt ſtand at Gods barr and be 
Judged to everlaſting Joy or Torment? I 
hope you do all ix ſome ſort Believe: this : bur 
blame me not if I be jealous whether you ſozzd- 
ly believe it, while we ſee in the world fo lit- 
tle of the effe& of ſuch a Belief. I confeſs I am 
forced to think that there is more infidelity 
then faith among us, when I ſee more ungod- , 
lyneſs then godlyneſs among us : And I can 
hardly believe chat man that will ſay or ſwear 
that he believeth theſe things, and yer liveth as 
careleſly and carnally as an Infidel, I know 
that no man can love to be damned ; yeal 
/ know that every man that hath a reaſonable 
/ ſoul, hath naturally ſome love to himſelf, and a 
\ fear of a danger which he verily apprehendeth; 
/ he therefore that liveth without all fear, I muſt 
| think liverch without all apprehenſion of his 
danger, Cuſtom hath caughc men to hold theſe 
things as the Opinion of the Country , butif 
men ſoundly believed them, furely we ſhould 

i ſee ſtranger effeRs of ſuch a faith, then in = 

mo 
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moſt we do fee. Doth the ſleepy ſoul that ſiveth 
in ſecurity, and followeth this world as eagerly 
as if he had no greater matters to mind ; that 
never once trembled at the thoughts of this 
great day, nor once asked his own ſoul in good 
neſs, 2y ſoul, How deft thou think thes to 
eſcape ? | ſay, doth this man believe that heis 
going to this Judgement ? Well, Sirs, whether 
- you believe it or not, you will find it true ; and 
- believe it you muſt before you can be ſafe. For 
if you do not Believe it, you will never make 
ready. Let me therefore perſwade you in the 
fear of God to conſider, thar it is a matcer of 

undoubred Truth.  ——_ 

I. Conſider that it is the expreſs word of 
theGod of Truth;revealed in Scripture as plain- 
ly as you candefire. So that you cannot be 
unbelieving without denying Gods Word, or 
giving him thelye, Xar.13.38,39,40,41,42, 
43,49,509. Mat. 25. throughout, Rom.2.5. 
6,7,8,9,10, 16.and 1.32. fob. 5. 28, 29, 
T he honr ts coming in which all that are in the 

graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth : 

| they that have done good, unto the reſurrettion of 

life,and they that bave done evil unto the Reſurre- 

Etionof damnation, Heb 9.2.7. It i appeinted v0 all 
men once to dye, and after thu, the Fudgement. 
Rom. 1.4.9,12. $o then every one of us ſhall give 
Account of himſelf to God, Rev. 20. 12. = I 
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ſaw the dead, ſmal and great ſtand befort God:and 
the Books were opened: and another book was open- 
ed, which i the Book of life ;, and the dead were 

udged ont of thoſe things which were written in 
the books accerding to their works. Mat.12.36. 
37. But I ſay mnto you that every idle woW 
that men ſhall ſpeak,they ſhall give acconnt thereof 
at the day bf Fudgement : For by thy words thou 
ſoalr be [ofeified, and by thy words thou ſoalt be 
condemned. Many more moſt expreſs Texts of 
Scripture do put the Truth of this Judgement 
out of all queſtion toall rhac believe the Scrip- 
ture, and will underſtand it. Thereis no place 
left for a Controverſie inthe point : It is made 
as ſure tous asthe Word of the living God can 
make it : And he that will queſtion that, what - 
will be Believe ? What ſay you Sirs ! Dare you 
doubt of this which the God of Heaven hath ſo 
poſitively affirmed ? I hope you dare not. 

2. Conſider, it is a maſter part of your 
faith, if you are Chriſtians, and a fundamental 
Article of your Creed, that Chriſt ſhall come 
again to Judge the quick and the dead. So that 

you muſt Believe it, or renounce your Chriſtia- 
{ nity, and then you renounce Chriſt and all the 
' hopes of mercy that you have in him. Its im« 
_ poffible that you ſhould ſoundly Believe in 
Chriſt, and not believe his Judgement and 
Life Everlaſting : becauſe as he came to _ 
ike 
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Life and immortality to light in the. Goſpel, 
2 Tim.1.10. ſoit was the end of his Incarna- 


tion, Death and Reſurrection, to bring you thi- 
ther ; and its part of his honour and office 
which he purchaſed with his blood, to he che 


d and Judge of all the world, Rom. 14. 9. 


oh.5.22, If therefore you believe not heartily 
this Judgement, deal plainly and openly, and 
ſay youare Infidels, and caſt away the hypocri- 
rical vizor of Chriſtianicy,and let us know you, 
and take you as you are, * 
3. Conſider that it is a Truth that is known 
by the very light of nature, that there ſhall be 


' a happineſs for the Righteous, and a miſery for 


the wicked after this life : whichis evident, 

1, Inthat we have undenyable natural rea- 
ſon foris 1. God isthe Righceous governor 
of the world, and therefore muſt make a diffe- 
rence among this Subjects, according to the 
nature of their waies: which we ſee is not 
done here, where the wicked proſper, and the 
good areafflitted , therefore ic muſt be here. 
after. es | 

2, We ſee there is a neceſſity that God 
ſhould make promiſes and threatmngs of ever- 
laſting bappineſs or miſery, for the right gover- 
ning ofthe world : for we certainly perceive 
that no lower things will keep men from de- 


ſtroying all humane ſociety, and living "_ 
en 
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then bruit beaſts; and if there be a neceſſity of 
making ſuch threats and promiſes, then there is 
certainly a neceſlicy of fulfilling them. For 
God needeth no lyc or means of deceiving, to 
rule the world. as 

2, And as we ſee it by Reaſon, ſo by cer- 
tain experience, that this 1s deſcernable by the 
. light of nature; for all the world, or almoſt 
all do believe it. Even thoſe nations where the 
Goſpel never came,and have nothing but what 
they have by nature, even the moſt barbarous 
Indians acknowledge ſome life” after this , 
and a difference of men according as they are 
here : therefore you muſt believe thus much, or 
renounce your common reaſon and humanity, 
as well as your Chriſtianity. Let me therefore 
perſwade you all in the fear of God to confirm 
your ſouls in the belief of this, as if you had 
heard Chriſt or an Angel from Heaven fay 
toyou, Oh man, thou art baſting to fudgement, 


__—_— ——— -  —— —— 


Ta 2. Y next Queſtion is , 7hether 
| you do ever ſoberly conſider of 

this great day ? Sirs, do you uſe when you are 
alone to think with your ſelves, how certainand 
how dreadful.it will be? how faſt ic is coming 
on? and what you ſhall do? and what anſwer 
you mean to make at that day ? are your minds 
L ta» 
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taken up with theſe conſiderations ? Tell me, is 
itfo, ornot? © Ea 
Alas Sirs ! Is this a matter to be forgotten ? 
Is not that man even worſe then mad, that is 
Soing to Gods judgement and never thinks of 
it ? when if they were to be tryed for their lives 
- atthenext Aſſize, they would chink of it, and 
think again, and caſt 100 times which way to 
efcape.Methinks you ſhould rather forget to go 
to bed at night, or co cat your meat,or do your 
work, then forget ſo great a matrer as this. 
.- Teuly, f have often in my ſerious rhovghts 
been ready to wonder that men can think of al- 
moR any thing elſe, when they have fo great a 
thing 'to think of What , forger that 
which you muft remember for eyer ! forget 
that which ſhould force remembrance, yea and 
doth forceit with ſome, whether they will or 
not 1 A'poor deſpairing foul cannot forget it : 
He thinks which way ever be goes he is ready 
to be judged. Oh therefore Beloved , Fix 
theſe thoughts as deep in your hearts as 
-thoughts can go. Oh be like chat holy man, 


.the Trumpet ſound, and the voice of the Ange! 
*ealling rp the world, Ariſe ye dead, and come i0 
' Fudgement. You have watning of it from God 
8nd man, to caufe you to remember it ; do 
- not then forget it. It will be. a cold exculc 
| | another 


"that thought which way ever he went, he heard 
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another day, Lord, I forgate this day, or elſe 1 © | 


wight have been ready : you dare not ſure truſt 
to ſuch excuſes. | 


- 


#. 3. Y. next queſtion to you, is, How 
= M are you afjefted with the Conſs- 
deration of this day ? Barely to think of it will 
not ſerve : to think of ſuch a day as this with 
a dull and fenſleſs heart,is a ſign of fearful tupi- 
diry. Did the knees of King Be/azzar knock 
together with trembling, when he ſaw the hand- 
writing on the wall ? Dan.5.6. How then 
ſhould thy heart be affeRed that ſeeth the hands 
* writing of God as a ſummons to his bar ? 

WhenT beganto preach of theſe things long 
ago, I confels the matters ſeemed to meſo ter- 
rible, that I was afraid that people would have 
run out of theirs wits with fear , buca little ex- 
perience ſhewed me, that many are like a dop 
that is bred up in a forge or furnace, that being 
. uſed to it, can ſleep though the hammers are 

\ beating,and the fire and hotiron flaming about 


| him,when another that had never ſeen it, would 


be amazed at the fight. When men have heard 
us 7 years together ; yea 20 years, totalk of a 
day of Judgement,and they ſce it not, nor feel 
any hurt, they think it is bur talk, and begin 
to make nothing of it, This is|their thanks to 

| 'L2 God + 
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God for his patience : Becauſe his Sentence is 
not executed ſptedily,thereforetheir hearts are 
ſer inthem ro do evil, Eccleſ.8.11. As if God 
were {lack of his promile,as ſome men account 
flackneſs, 2 Pet. 3. 9. when one day with 
him isas a 1000. years,and a 1000. years as one 
day. What if we tell you 20 years rogether 
that you mult dye, will you not believe us, be- 
cauſe you havelived ſo long and ſeen no death 
comming ? be 

Three or four things there be that ſhould 
bring any matcer tothe heart. ''7. If it be a 
matter of exceeding' weight. 2: If it concern 
not others only, bur our ſelves. 3. If it be cer- 
tain. 4. If neer. 

All theſe things are here ro be found, and 
-therefore how ſhould your hearts be moy ed at 
<the Hor went of this great day ! 

\++-7,,” What matrter can be menrioned with the 
Con of man of greater moment ? For 
the poor creature to ſtand before his Maker and 
Redeemer, to: be. judged co everlaſting Joy or 
Torment Alas 7 allthe macters of this world 
are playes, and toyes, and dreams ro this , 

Matcers of profit or diſprofit are nothing to ir, 
. Matters of credicor diſcreditare unworthy to 
benamed with ic ; Matters of temporal life or 
; death are nothing to it. We. ſee, the poor 
rut beaſts 0 nay day to the Haugater, and 


We 
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we make no great matter of it, though theit 
life be as dear to them as ours to us. To be 


' Judged to an Everlaſting death or torment , 


thisis the grea: danger thar one would think 


/ ſhould ſhake the ſtouteſt heart to conſider it, 


and awake the dulleſt ſinner to prevent it. . . . 

2. Its a matter that concernech every one 
of your ſelves, and every man or woman that 
ever lived upon the earth, or ever ſhall dG, L 


| amnot ſpeaking to you of the affairs of ſome 


far Country that are nothing to you but only 
to marvail at; which. you never ſaw, nor eyer. 


; ſhalldo, no; Iris thy own ſelf mat'or woman 
/ that heareſt me this day thar ſhalt as ſurely ap-. 
| pear before the Judgement-ſeat ,of Chriſt, as 
! theLordliveth, andas he is trueand faichfal ; 


and that is as ſure as thou liveſt on this earth," 


ar as the heaven i5 over thee; That man that 


heareth all this with the moſt cereleſs blockiſh 
heart,ſhall be awakened and ſtand with the reſt 
at that day ; that man that never chonghe of it, 
but ſpent his time in worldly matters, ſhall leave 
al and there appear ; that man that,will not. 
believe theſe things to be true, but makea, jelt 
of them,  fhall ſee and feel what he would not 
Belieye,and he alſo ſhall be there; the god/ythar. 
waited in hope fer;thart day, as the day of their 


4ujl Deliverance and Corogatien,, they ;ſhall. 


be'-there ; Thoſe that have lain in the duſt, 
7 eng | L $s theſe 
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tithe Juuu. years ſhall riſe again, and all ſtand 


there, Hearer, whoever thou art, believeit, 
thou maiſt berter think to live without meat,to 
ſee without light, to eſcape death, and abide 
for ever on earth, then to keep away from that 
Appearance. Willing or unwilling, thou bal: 
be there. And ſhould not a matter then that 
ſo coticerneth thy /elf, go neer to thy heart,and 
awake thee from thy ſecurity ? ww 7 

3. That it-isa matter of unqueſtionable cer- 
tainty, I have partly ſhewed you already, and 
more would do if I werepreaching to known 
Infidels.If the careleſs world bad any juſt reaſon 
to think ir were uncertain, their careleſsneſs 
were more exeuſz vie. Methinks a man ſhould be 
affected with that which he is certain ſhall 
come to paſs, in a mariner as if it werenow in 


doing. 1 Theſ.5.2. Ye perfectly know that the 


duy of the Lord ſo cometh,8c. ſaith the Apoſtle. 

4. This day- is not only certain, but it is 
meer z and therefore ſhouldaffet you the more, 
I confels, if it were never fo far off, yet ſeeing 


it will come at laſt, ic ſhould be carefully re- 


rded : But when the Judge is at thedoor, 
ploy 5.9. and weare almoſt at the bar, and 
it is 0 ſhort a time to this Afſize, what ſoul 
that is not dead will be ſecure? 

Alas, Sirs! what is a little time when it is 
gone 2? how quickly ſhall you and I b=aliin 
i . | another 


Pon, FT meth oc ce YE 


= 


| .'- ER 
another world, and our ſouls receive their par® 
ticular Judgement, and ſo wait till the body be 
raiſed and judged to the ſame Condition ? Itis 
not a 100, years inall likelyhood,till every foul 
of us ſhall be in heaven or -hell : and its like, 
not half or a quarter of that time, but it will be 
ſo with the greater part of us: and what is a 
year or two or a 100.? how ſpeedily is it come? 
how many a ſoul that is now in heaven or hell, 
withina 100 years dwelt in the places that you 
now dwell in, and fatein the ſeats you now fic 
in? And now their time is paſt, what isit ? 
Alas, how quickly will it beſo with us! You: 
know not when you go to bed, but you may be 
judged by the next morning: or when youriſe, 


| but you may be judged before night : but cer-! 


tainly you know that ſhortly it will be ; and: 
ſhould not this then be laid to heart ? Yea the 
General judgement will not be long : For cer- 
tainly we live in the end of the world. 
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Lu. 4. N, /\ Y next Queſtion is, Whether ar: 
! V J you ready for this dreadful Fug: 
ment when it comes, or not ? Seeing it 1s your 
ſelves then muſt be tryed, I think it concerns 
' © you to ſee that you be prepared. How often 
hath Chrift warned us in the Goſpel, that we 
be alwaies ready , becauſe we know not the 
day or hour of his coming? Matrh.24.44.42 
and 25.13. ITheſ.5.6. and told us how 
fad atime it will be to thoſe that are unready? 
AMat.25.11,12. Did men but well know wha: 
a meeting and greeting there will be between 
Chriſt and an unready ſoul,it would ſure ſtartle 
them, and make them look about them, What 
fay you Beloved Hearers, are you ready for 
judgement, or 7re you not ? Methinks a man 
' that knoweth be ſhaſ{ be judged, ſhould ask 
himſelf the queſtion every day of his life ; Am 
I ready to give up my Account to God ? Do 
not you uſe to ask this of your own hearts? un- 
leſs you be careleſs whether you be ſavedor 
damned, me thinks you ſhould, and ask it /- 
rionſly. 
Qu. But who be they that are ready ? how 
foall 1 know whether The ready or not ? 
- Axſw. Thereisa twofold readineſs. 1, When 
you 
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. youareina ſafe caſe, 2. When you are ina 
: comfortable caſe, in regard of that day. The 
latter is very defsrable,but the firſt is of ab/olxte 
neceſſity : this therefore is it that you muſt prin- 
cipally enquire after. 2200 

In General, all thoſe, and only thoſe are 
ready for Judgement, who ſhall be juſtified and 
ſaved, and not condemned when Judgement 
comes ; They that havea good cauſe ina Goſ- 
pel ſenſe. It may be known before hand who 
theſe are; for Chriſt Judgeth, as I told you, 
by his Law. And therefore find out whom it 
isthat the Law of grace doth juſtifie or con- 
demn, and you may certainly know whom the 
Judge will Juſtifie or condemn, for he Judgeth 
righreouſly. 5 

If you ſurcher ask me who theſeare; remem- 
ber that I told you before that every man that - 
is Perſonally righteous by fulfilling the Condi- 
tions of Salvation inthe Goſpel, ſhall be ſaved ; 
and he that is found unrighteous, as having not 
fulfilled chem, ſhall periſh at that day, 

Qu. 7/ho are thoſe ? 

Anſw. I will tell you them in a few words, 
leſt you ſhould forget, becauſe it is a matter 
that your Salvation or Damnation dependeth 
upon. | 

I, ,The ſoul that unfeignedly repenterh of 
his former ſinful courſe, and turneth from icin' 


(152) 
heart and life, and ha the way of godlineſs 
which he hated, and hateth the way of fin which 
he loved, and is become throughly a New Crea- 
ture \ being borg again and ſanRified by "the 
Spirit of Chriſt ſhall be Juſtified : but all others 
ſhall certainly be condemned. 
Good news to repenting converted finners : 


but fad co Impenitent, and bim chat knows nor - 
what this means. ? 
2. Thar foul thar feeling bis miſery under fin, - 
and the power of Satan, and the wrath of God, f 
doth believe what Chriſt hath done and ſuffer- by 
ed for mans reſtauration and Salvation, and h 
thankfully accepteth him as his only Saviour || 
and Lord, on the terms that he is offered in the « 
Goſpel, and to thoſe ends, even to Juſtifie him, 
and ſanctifie and ouidehim, and bring bim at : 
laſt to everlaſting glory;that ſoul ſhall be Juſti- 4 
fied ac Judgemenc : and he that doth not, ſhall } q 
becondemed. | 
Or inſhorc, in Scripture phraſe, He that be» q 
Hieveth ſhall be ſaved, and he that believerh not by 


ſhall! be condemned, Mar.16.16. 

3.- The ſoul that hack had ſo much know- 
ſedgeof he goodneſs of God, and his love to 
man in'Creation | Redemption, and the follow- 
ing mercies, and hath had ſo much conviRion 
of the vanity of all creatures , as thereupon to. 
| LoveGod morethen all chings below, fo that 
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jbaththe chiefeſt room in the heart, and is 
preferred before all creatures ordinarily in a 
time of tryal : that ſcal ſhall be Juſtified ar 
Judgement and all others ſhall be condemned. - 
4. That ſoul that is ſo apprehenſive of the 
abſolute Soveraingty of God as Creator and 
Redeemer, and of the Righteouſneſs of his 
Law, and the Goodneſs of his holy way, as 
that he is firmly Reſolved to obey him before 
all others, agd doth accordingly give up him- 
ſelf ro ſtudy his will, of purpoſe that he may 0- 
bey it, and doth walk in theſe holy waies, and 
hath ſo far mortified the fleſh, and ſubdued the 
world and the Devil, that the Authority and 
Word of God can do more with him, then any 
other, and doth ordinarily prevail againſt all 
the.perſwaſion and intereſt of the fleſh, ſo that 
the main ſcope and bent of the heart and lifeis _ 
| ſtill for God ; and when he ſinneth, he riſeth 
again by true Repentance; I ſay that foul, and 
that only, ſhall be Juſtified in Judgement, and” 
be ſaved. bay | ; 
5. That ſoul chat hath fuch Believing 
thoughts of the life ro come, that he raketh the 
promiſed bleſſedneſs for his portion, and' is re- 
ſolved to venture all elſe upon ir, and in hope 
ofthis glory, doth fer light comparatively by 
all things m this world and waiterhfor it as _. 
the end ofthis life, chooſing any ſuffering _ I) 
od” 
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God ſhall call him to, rather then to loſe his 
hopes of that felicity, and thus perſevereth 
tothe end: I fay that ſoul, and none bur that, 
ſhall be Juſtified in Judgement, and eſcape 
Damnation. Ted 
..In theſe five marks have told you truly and 
briefly, who ſhall be Juſtified 2nd ſaved, and 
who ſhall be condemned ar the day of Judge- 
mefit. And if you would have them all in five 
words, they arc but: the Deſcription of theſe 
five Graces, Repentance, Faith, Love, Obedi- 
ence, Hope. | | 
But though LI have laid theſe cloſe together 
for your uſe, yet leſt you ſhould think that in fo 
weighty acaſe I am too ſhort inthe proofof 
what I ſo determine of, I will tell you in the 
expreſs words of many Scripture Texts, 
who ſhall be Juſtified, and who ſhall be con- 
demned. * | | 
[Zohan 3.3. Except a man be born again, 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Heb. 12.14. Without holineſs none ſhall ſee 
God. Lzk. 13.3, 5. Except ye repent, ye. 
ſhall all likewiſeperiſh. A&s 26. 18. I ſend 
thee 'to open their eyes and turn them from 
darkneſs ro lighc, and from the power of Sa- 
tan unto God, that they may receive forgive- 
neſs of fins, and an Inheritance among the ſan- 
Riged by Faich that is in me, foh.3, 15, 16- 
| 17. 
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17,18,19. Whoever believeth in him ſhall not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life : he that belie- 
yeth on him, is not condemned;hethatbelieverh 
not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath not 
Believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God; and-this is the condemnation, that 
lighr is come into the world, and men loved 
darkneſs rather then light, becauſe their deeds 
wereevil, Foh 5.28,29. The hour is coming, 
in which all that are in the graves ſhall hear his 
voice,and ſhall come forth, they that have done 
good to the ReſurreRtion of life, and they that 
have done evil to the ReſurreRion of damnati- 
on. at.25.30. Caſt the unprofitable ſervant 
into outer darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, Zk.19.27. But thoſe mine 
enemies which would not chat T ſhould raign 
over them, bring hicher and ſlay them before 
me; Mar.22.12,13. Friend, how'camelt thou 
in hither, not having on a wedding garment ? 
And he was ſpeechleſs. Then ſaid the King 
to the ſervants : Bind him hand and foot, and 
take him way, and caſt him into outer dark- 
neſs, &c. at.5.20. For I fay unto you, 
that except your Righteouſnefs exceed the 
' Righteouſneſs of rhe Scribes and Phariſees, ye 
\ (hall in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of 
heaven. fat. 7. 21. Not every one that 
faith, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the King- 
MIR, om 
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dotn of Heaven ; but he that doth the will of 
my Father which is in Heaven. Heb.5.6. He 
is become the Author of eternal falvation to 
all chem chat obey him. Rev. 2.2. 14. Bleſſed 
are they that do his Commandments, that they 
may have tight to the tree of life, and may en- 
ter in by the Gate into the City, Row. 8.1.13. 


There is then *no condemnation to them that Þ 


arein Chriſt Jeſus, that walk not after the fleſh, 
bur after the Spirit. For if yelive after the fleſh, 
ye ſhall dye: bar if ye through the Spirit do 
' mortifie the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live, 
Rom.$.9. If any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his. Gal. 5. 18. Butif 
ye be Ledof the Spirit, ye are not under the! 
Law. Gal. 6. 7,8. Be not deceived: God 
not 'mocked : for whatſoever a man ſoweth, 
that ſhall healſo reap : for he that ſoweth to 
the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap Corruption; 
* but he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the 
 S$piritreap life Everlaſting. Jſarch.6.21, For 
where your Treaſureis,there will your heart be 
alſo, ] Read P/al.r. and many other Texts to 
this purpoſe, of which ſome are cited in m) 
Directions for Peace of Conſcience , Dir.11, 
p.115.116. 
+ And thus I have told you from Go6 
: Word, how you may know whether you 
are ready for - Judgement ; which 3 : 
| | ourt 
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of F fourth thing that I would adviſe you to enquire 
He F after. | 
to 


 OSirs, what ſhifc do you make to keep your 
ſed W fouls from Continual Terrours, as long as you 
ney Þ remain unready for Judgement ? How do 
en" © you keep the Thoughts of it out of your mind, 
13. & that they do not break your ſleep,and meet you 
hat Df in your buſineſs, and haunt you every way you 
ſh, &, while Judgement is ſo neer, and you are fo 
ſh, unready ? But 1 ſhall proceed to my next Que- 
0 F tion. : 


ve, 

: off q—— Ds 

tif Os. $. ND in thelaſt place, co thoſe 
the of you that are nor yet Ready, - 


ds F nor in a Condition wherein v0u may be ſafear 
th, WY that day ; my Queſtton is, How are you 
110 Bl reſolved to prepare for fudge nent for the-time to 
DN; come? Will you do no more than you have 
he Wl done hitherro ? Or will you now fer your + 
For @ ſelves with all your might,to make preparation + 
the for fogreat a day ? me thinks you ſhould be 
$10 now paſt ail demurs, delays, or further doubt- 
mi ings about ſuch a buſineſs , and by che conſi- 
11. deration of whay I have faid already, you 
ſhould be fully Reſoived to loſe no more time, 
06M but preſently co awake, and ſet upon the work. 
Methinks you ſhould all fay, We will do any 
thing that the Lord ſhall Dire& us to do, 
rather 

q 


(158) 
rather then we will be unready for this final 
doom!O thar-there were but ſuch hearts in you, 
that you were truly wilting to follow the praci. 


ous Guidance of the Lord, and to uſe but thok 


ſweer and reaſonable means which he hath 
preſcribed you in bis Word, that you may be 
ready for that day ! Alas, it is nohard mat- 
ter for me to tell you, or my ſelf, what itis 
that we muſt do, if we will be happy ; and itis 
no very hard matcer to Do it fo far as we are 
eruly w3/l;»g ;| bur the difficulty is to be trah 
; and throaghly willing to this work. IF I ſhal 
cell yoa whar you muſt do for preparation,ſhal 
I not loſe my labour ? Will you reſolve and 
promiſe in the ſtrength of Grace, that you wil 
faithfully and ſpeedily endeavour to praGiſe 
it, whoever ſhall gainſay it ? Upon hope of this, 
I will fer you down ſome brief Directions, 
which you muſt follow, if ever you will with 
ccomforc look, the Lord Jeſus in the face at 
the hour of Death, or in the Day of Judge- 
ment. 


The 


- H E firſt DireQion is this, See that Joun 
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LK fonls be ſincerely eſtabliſhedin the Belief of 


this Fudgemtnt and everlaſting life: For if you 


do not ſoundly believe it, you will not ſeriouſly 
prepare for it. If you have the Judgement and 
belief ofan Infidel, you cannot have the Heart 
or the Life of a Chriſtian. Unbelief ſhuts our 


the moſt of the world from heaven : ſee that ie 


do not ſo by you: If you ſay, You cannot Be- 
heve what you would: I anſwer Feed not your 
unbelief by wilfulneſs,or unreaſenableneſs; uſe 
Gods means to overcome it, and ſhut-not your 
eyes againſt the light, and.thentry the iſſue, 
Heb.3.12,13,15,16,17,18,19, 5 0 


# o-< E ſecond Dire&ion. Labour dilzgently 
to have a ſound nuderſtanding- of the waturs 
of the Laws and 7udgement 'of God. On what! 
terms it is that he dealerh with mankinde : and] 
on what terms he will Judge them to Life or! 
Death : and what the Reward and Puniſhment 
is, For if you know not the Law by whict 
you muſt be Judged, you cannot know how to 
prepare for the Judgement. Study che Scripture 

M therefore 
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therefore,and mark who they be that God pro- 
miſeth to ſave, and who they be that he threat. 
neth to Condemn. For according to that Word 
will the Jadgement paſs, —-- - 


— 


TH E third Diretion. See that you take it 
. < 45 the very buſineſs of your Lives, to make 
+bindy far that day. Underſtand that you have ng 
other buſineſs in this world, but what doth 
neteſſarily depend on this. What elſe have you 
to'do, 'buc ro ym for everlaſting? andrto 
aſe means to in your own bodies and 
others, of purpoſe for this work, till it be hap. 
pity done? Live therefore as men that make 
this the main ſcope and care of their lives; and 
fer all things elſe come in but on the by. Re- 
 memberevery morning when you awake, that 
u muſt ſpend that day in preparation for 
© Account, and thar God doth give it 
you'for that end, When you go to bed, cx. 
a," your hearts, _ you: _ done = 
y in preparation for your laſt Day : An 
take chat time as 4oſt which doth nothing to 
this end. es Gs | 
TIL YG WP Ef? 
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HE fourth- DireQion. Uſe frequently, 
to think of the Certainty, neerneſs and 
dreadfalneſs of that day, to keep Life in yoar 
eAſſetions and Endeavenrs ; leſt by Inconfide- 
rateneſs your ſouls grow ſtupid and negligent. 
Otherwiſe, becauſe it is out of ſight, the 
heart will be apt to grow — and fe- 
cure. And do not think of it fleightly, as a 
common thing, buc purpoſely ſer your ſelves 
to think of it, that it may rouze you upto 
ſuch AﬀeRions and Endeavours as in ſome 
- mag are anſwerable to the nature of the 
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HE fifth Diretion. Labowr to have 

a lively feeling os thy heart , of the evil 
and wityhy of that ſin which thou art guilty of, 
and of the miſery into which it hath brought 
thee, ghd would further bring thee if t 
be not delivered, and ſo to feel the need of @ 
Defiverer. This mult preparethece to partake , 
of Chriſt now ; and if thou partake” not of 
him now , thou canſt not be ſaved by 'him 
Then, It is theſe _— that now — | 

Z 
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therefore,and mark who they be that God pro- 
miſeth to ſave, and who they be that he threat. 
neth to Condeman. For according to that Word 


will the Judgement paſs, +- 
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—— _ 


—— —_ 


HE third DireQion. See that you rake it 

. < 4: the very buſineſs of your Lives, to make 
+6ady far that day.Underitand that you have no 
other buſineſs in this world, but what doth 
neteſſarily depend on this. What elſe have you 
to do, 'bur to _— for everlaſting? and to 
aſe means to ſuſtain your own bodies and 
others, of purpoſe for this work, till it be hap. 
pily done? Live therefore as men that make 
this the main ſcope and care of their lives; and 
fer all things elſe come in but on the by. Re- 
 memberevery morning when you awake, that 
you muſt ſpend that day in preparation for 
your Account, and that God doth give it 
you'for that end, When you go to bed, ex. 
amine your hearts, what you: have done that 
Uay in preparation for your laſt Day : And 
take: chat time as oſt which doth nothing to 
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HE fourth DireQion. Uſe frequently, 

to think of the Certainty, neerneſs and 
dreadfalneſs of that day, to keep Life in yoar 
eAfſeftions and Endeavenrs ; leſt by Inconfide- 
rateneſs your ſouls grow ſtupid and negligent. 
Otherwiſe, becauſe it is out of ſight, the 
heart will be apt to grow hardened and fe- 
cure. And do not think of it fleightly, as a 
common thing, buc purpoſely ſer your ſelves 
to think of it, that it may ronze you upto 
fuch AﬀeRions and Endeavours as in ſome 
meaſure are anſwerable to the nature of the 


thing. = 
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HE fifth Diretion. LZabowr to have 

a lively feeling ox thy heart , of the ev3l 
and weight of that ſin which thou art guilty of, 
and of the miſery into which it hath brought 
thee, and would further bring thee if thou 
' be mit delivered, and ſo to feel the need of 8 
Deliverer. This mult preparethee to partake 
of Chriſt now ; and if thou partake not of 
him now , thou canſt not be ſaved by 'him 
Then, It is theſe _— that now make light 
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of their fin and miſery , chat muſt they 
feel them ſo heavy, as to be preſſed by them 
into the infernal flames. And thoſe that »ow 
' feel little need of a Saviour , they ſhall :hes 
have none to fave them, when they feel their 


ther, 

-— ES _ | «"d 
SE wi hs fore 
"THE fixth Direion. Underſtand and ÞÞ ps, 
Believe the ſufficiency of that Rayſom He « 

and Satisfattion to Fuſtice, which Chriſt hath || tenc: 
wade for thy fins and for the world, and how | Taw 
freely and. univerſally it is offered in the Goſpel. | Saffe 
'Thy fin is not uncurable or unpardonable, nor Þ (ye 
thy miſery remedileſs , God hath provided a Þ made 
'remedy in his Son Chriſt, and brought ic ſo goth 
neer thy hands, that nothing but thy negleRing, I men 
er wilful refuſing it, can deprive thee of the Þ by þ 
& ſoul in thus belief, fance 
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HE ſeventh Dire&ion. Underſtand and 

Believe, that for all Chriſts [atisfaltion, 
there is an Abſolute Neceſſity of ſound Faith 
and Repentance to be in thy own ſelf | be» 
fore thow canſt be a member of him, or be 
Pardoned, Adopted, or fuſtified by his blood. 
He dyed not for final Infidelity and Impeni- 
tency, as predominant in 'any foul. As the 
Law of his Father which occaſioned his 
Suffering , required. perfet Obedience, or 
ſuffering : So his own Law, which he hath 
made for the conveyance of his Benefits, 
doth require yet true Faith and Repentance of 
men themſelves, before they ſhall be pardonel 
by him ; and fincere Obedience and Perſeve- 
tance, before they ſhall be glorified. 
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2B fore in an narexewed, unſanttified ſtate ; 
that is, till this Faith and Repentance bt 
wronght ou thy own ſoul, and thow be truh 
broken off from thy former ſinful conrſe, ani 
from all things in this world; and art Dei. 
cated, Devoted and Refigned unto God. Seeing 
this change w.ſ# be made, and theſe graces 
mnſt be had, or thou muſt certainly periſh; 
in the fear of Ged, ſee that thou give no 
eaſe to thy. minde till chou art thus changed, 
- Be content with nothing till this be done, 
' Delay not another day. How canſt thou 
live merrily, or fleep quietly in ſuch a Con- 
diction, as if thou ſhouldſt dye in it, thou 
ſhouldſt periſh for ever > Eſpecially when 
thou art every hour uncertain whethes thou 
ſhalt ſee another hour, and not be preſently 


ſnatcht away by death ? Methinks while thou 


art inſoſada caſe, which way ever thou art 
going, or whar ever thou art doing, it ſhould 
ſtill come into thy. thoughts, Ob whas if ! 
ſhould dye before The Regenerate, and have par, 
in Chriſt ! 


THE 


HE «eighth DireQion. Reſt not therth 
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#0 HE ninth Diretion. Ler it be the daily 
care of thy ſoul , to mortifie thy fleſhly 
le defores, and overcome this world ; and live as 
in a continual Conflith with Satan, which will 
not be ended till thy life do end. If any thing 
deſtroy thee by drawing away thy hearc from 
God, it will be thy carnal ſelf, thy fleſhly de- 
fires, and the allurements of this world, 
which is the matter that chey feed upon, This 
therefore muſt be the earneſt work of thy _ 


no 
ed. © life , ro ſubdue this fleſh , and fer light by 
ne | this world, and reſiſt che Devil, - that by 


hou | theſe would deſtroy thee. It is the com- 
on- | mon caſe of miſerable hypocrites, that ac 
hou | firſt they liſt themſelves tnder Chriſt as for 
hen | 2 fight, bur they preſently forget cheir ſtate 


and work; and when they are once in cheir 
own conceit Regenerate, they think them- 
ſelves fo ſafe, that there is no further dan- 
ger ; and thereupon they do lay down their 


art 
ul Arms, and take that which they miſcall their 
f 1] Chriſtian Liberty , and indulge and pleaſe 

that fleſh which chey promiſed ro mortifie, 


and cloſe with the world which chey 
promiſed to contemn, and ſo give up them- 
ſelves to the Devil, _ they promiſed 

a 4 to 
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of your lives, but you ſhould alſo order 
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to fight againſt. If once you apprehend that 
all your Religion lieth in meer Believing, 
chat all' ſhall go well with you, and that 


the bitterneſs of death is- paſt, and in a for- 


bearance of ſome. diſgraceful ſins, and being 
Much in the Exerciſe of your Gifts , and in 


. external waies of Duty, and giving God a 
Cheap and Plauſible - obedience in . thoſe 
' things only. which the Fleſh can ſpare ; you 
are then faln into that deceitful hypocriſie, 


which will as ſurely condemn you , as 
open prophaneneſs, if you get not out of it. 


'You muſt live as in a fight, or you cannot 
overcome. You »w#ſt live looſe from all 


things in this world, if you will be ready 
for another. You muſt not live after the fleſh, 
bur mortifie ic by the Spirit, if you would 
"not dye, bur live for ever, Rom.8. 13. Thek 


* things are not indifferent, but .of flat ne- 


ceſlity. 


os "HE tenth DireQion. Do. all Pr 


© 3 works as men that muſt be judge 
"them. It is not enough ( at leaſt in point of 


«Duty andCormfort) that you Judge this pre- 


paration in General to be the main buſineſs 


. your 
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your particular eAtions by theſe Thoughts, 
.and. meaſure them by their Reſpe&#s ro this 
approaching Day. Before you venture on 
them, enquire whether they | will bear 
weight in Judgement, and be ſweet or 
bitter when chey are brought to tryal ? 
Both for matter and manner, this muſt be 
obſerved, Oh that you would Remember 
this when Temptations are upon - you, 
When you are Tempted ro give up your 
minds to the world, and drown your ſelves 
in earthly cares, will you.bethink you ſoberly 
whether you would hear of this at Judge. 
ment? and whether the world will be then 
as ſweet as now? and whether this be the 
beſt preparation for your Tryal : When you 
are Tempted to be Drunk, or to ſpend your 
precious time in Alehouſes, or vain unpro- 
ficable company, or at Cards or Dice, or 
any ſinful or needleſs ſports, bethink you 
then, Whether chis will be comfortable at 
' the Reckoning 2 and whether time be no 
- More worth to onethat is ſo neer eternity, 
and muſt make ſo ſtrit an accout of his 
Hours ? and whether there: be not many 
better works before you, in which you 
mighe ſpend your time to your greater 
advantage, and to your greater comfort 
when-ir comes to & Review ? When-you 

. are- 
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are tempted to wantonneſs, fornication, or 
any other fleſhly intemperance, bethink you 
ſoberly, with what face theſe ARtions will 
appear at Judgement, and whether they 
will be thes. pleaſant or diſpleaſant ro you? 
So when you are tempted to negle&t the 
daily worſhipping of God in your families, 
and the Catechiſing - and Teaching of your 
_ children or ſervants, eſpecially on the Lords 
Day, bethink your ſelves then, What ac. 
count you will give of this to Chriſt, 
when be that entruſted you with the care of 
your children and ſervants, ſhall call you to 
a reckoning for the performance of that 
truſt ? 

The like muſt be Remembred in the very 
manner of. our Duties. How diligently 
ſhould a Miniſter ſtudy ? how earneſily 
ſhould he perſwade ? how unweariedly 
ſhould he bear all oppoſitions and ungrateful 
returns ? and how carefully ſhould he 
watch over each particalar ſoul of his charge 
( as far as is poſlible ) when he Remembers 
that he muſt ſhorcly be Accountable for all 
in Judgement > And . how importunate 
ſhould we all be. with ſinners for their Con. 
verſion, when we confider that we our ſelves 
alſo muſt ſhortly be Judged? Can a man 
be cold and dead in prayer , that bath any 

true 
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(169) 

' true apprehenſion of that Judgement upon his 

- mind, where he muſt be accountable for all his 
prayers and performances? O Remember, and 
ſeriouſly Remember, when you ſtand before 
the Miniſter to hear the word, and when you 
are on your knees to God in prayer, in what 
a manner that ſame perſon, even your ſelves 
muſt ſhortly ſtand atthe Barr of the dreadful 
God ! Did theſe thoughts get throughly to 
mens hearts, they would waken them out of 
their ſleepy Devotions, and acquaint chem 
thar it is a ſerious buſineſs to be a Chriſtian. 
How careful ſhould we be of our thoughts and 
words, if we believingly remembred that we 
muſt be accountable for them all! How careful- 
ly Chould we conſider what we do with our- 
Riches,audwith all thacGod giveth us,and how 
much more largely ſhould we expend it for his 
ſervice in works of Piety and Charity, if we be- 
lievingly remembred char we muſt be Judged 
according to what we have done, and give aC- 
count of every Talent that we receive ? Cere 
cainly the believing conſideration, of Judge- 
ment, might make us all better Chriſtians then 
we are, and keep our lives in amore innoceae 
and profitable frame. 
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"HE eleventh DireFion. As you will 
certainly revew your failings in this life, 
fo be ſure that you daily renew your Repentance, 
ard fly daily to Chriſt for a renewed pardon, that 
0 fin may leave its ſting in your ſouls. Ttis not 
your firf pardon that will ſerve the turn for 
; your /atter fins. Not that you'muſt Pxrpoſeto 
fi», and Parpoſe to repent when you have done, 
as a Remedy : for thac is an hypocritical and 
wicked pxzrpoſe of repenting, which is made 
a meansto maintain us in our ſins; Bur finmuſt 
| beavoided as far as we can; and Repenrance 
and Faith in the blood of Chriſt muſt remedy 
that which we could not avoid. The Righte- 
ouſneſs of pardonin Chriſts blood is uſeful to 
ns only fo faras we are ſinners, and cometh in 
where our Impertet Inherent Righteouſneſs 
doth come ſhort, but muſt not be purpoſely 
choſen before innocency : I mean, we muſt 
rather chooſe, as faras we can, to obey and be 
innocent, than to ſin and be pardoned, if we 
were ſurcof pardon. 
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THE twelfth Dire&ion, In this vig- 

L lant, obedient, penitent courſe, with 
confidence upon God as a Father , Reſt 
upon the Promiſe of Acceptance and Re- 
miſſion, through the Merits and Incerceſ- 
fon of him that Redeemed you ; Look up 
in hope to the Glory that is before you, 
and believe that God. will make good his 
Word, and the patient expeRation of the 
righceous ſhall not be in vain, ( ful- 
ly hold on in the work. that you have 
begun : and as you ſerve a better maſter than 
you did before your change, ſo ſerve him 
with more willingneſs, gladneſs and delight. 
Do not entertain hard Thoughts of him, or 
of his ſervice, but rezoyce in your un- 
ſpeakable happineſs of being admitted in- 
to his family and favour through Chriſt. 
Do not ferve him in drooping dejeQion 
and diſcouragement, bur with Love, and 
Joy, and filial Fear. Keep in the Commus- 
nion of his Saints, where he is cheerfully and 
faithfully praiſed and honoured, and where 
5 the greateſt viſible ſimilitude of heaven 
upon, earth ; eſpecially in the celebration of + 
the Sacrament of Chriſts Supper, _ oy | 


-" 93} 

ſeals up a Renewed pardon in his blood, 
and where unanimouſly we keep the Re- 
membrance of his Death until he come. Do 
not caſt your ſelves out of the Communion of 
the Saints, from whom to be caſt out by juſt 
Cenſure and Excluſion, is a dreadful emblem 
and fore-runner of the Jadgement to come, 
where the ungbdly - ſhall be caſt ont of the 
preſence of Chriſt and his Saints for ever. — 

I have now finiſhed the DireRions, which 
I tender to you for your preparation' for the 
Day of the Lord ; and withall my whole 
Diſcourſe on this weighty point. What 
effe& all this ſhajl have upon your hearts, the 
Lord knows; it is not in my power to de- 
termine. If you are fo far blinded and 
' hardened by fin-and Satan, as to make light 
of aff this, or coldly ro commend the Do. 
Qrine, while you go on to the end in your 
carnal worldly condition as before, I can 
ſay no more, but tell thee again, that Judge 
ment is neer, when thou wilt bitterly be- 
wailall this too late. And among all the reſi 
of the Evidence that comes in againſt thee, 

this bookwill be one, which ſhall teſtifie to ch 
 facebefore Angels, and men, that thou w 


told of that Day, and intreated to prepare. 
' Bur if the Lord ſhall ſhew thee ſo much 
mercy as to open thy eyes, and break in 
upon 


En  - 

ipon thy heart, and by ſober Conſideration 
wrn it to Inmſelf, and canſe thee faichfally 
to take the warning that hath here been 

en thee, and to obey theſe DireQions, I 

= aſſure thee from the word of the Lord, 

that this Judgement which will be fo dreadful 

to the ungodly, and the beginning of their 

eadleſs terror and miſery, will be as joyful 

tothee, and the beginning ofthy glory. The 

aviour that thou haſt believed in, and fin- 
cerely obeyed will not condemn thee. Pſal. 

1,5,6. Rom. 8.1, Toh 3. 16. Itis part of his 

buſineſs to Juſtifie thee before the world, and 

to glorifie his merits, hiyKingly power, his 
bolyneſs, and his rewarding Jaſtice in thy Ab- 

ſolution and Salvation. He will account it & 

righteous thing ro recompence Tribulation 
torhy Troublers, and Reſt to thy ſelf; when 

the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven 

with his mighty Angels, in flaming fire, 

taking vengeance on them that know not 

God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall be puniſhed with 

everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power : 

Even then ſhall he come to be glorified in 
his Saints, and to be admired in all them that 

believe, in that day ; Even becauſe his ſervants 

Teſtimony, and his Spirits among them was 

| believed, 
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believed, 2 Theſ. 1. 6,7,8, 9, 10. That day 
will be the great marriage of the Lamb, and 
the Reception of thee, and: all che Saintsin- 
ro the glory of thy beloved, to which they 
had a Right at cheir firſt Conſent and Con- 
trat upon carth : And whenthe Bridegroom 
comes, thou whoart Ready ſhalt go into the 
Marriage,when the door ſhaf{ be ſhut againſt 
' the ſleepy negligent world; and though they 
' Cry, Lord, Lord, open to as, they ſhall be re- 
.pulſed with a Yerily 7 know you not, HMat.25. 
LO,11,12,13. For this day which others fear, 
-may(t thou long, and hope,and pray, and wait, 
ahd:comfort thy ſelf in all croubles with the 
remembrance of it, 1 Cer.15:55,56,57,58. 
"1 Tbeſ. 4.17,18. If thou were ready to be 
offered to death for Chriſt, or when the time 
of thy departing is at hand, thou maiſt look 
ack on the good fight which thou haſt 
fought, and on the courſe which thou haſt <- 
niſhed, and on the faich which thou haſt kept, 
and mayit confidently conclude, that hence- 
forch there is laid up for thee a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, which The Lord the Righteont 
Zaage ſhall give thee at that day : and notto 
_ thee only, bur anto all them alſo that Love his 
Appearing, 2 Tim. 4. 6,7, 8. Even ſo, Com 
Lord feſas, Rev.22.20. 
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